
MINUTES 
MORRIS COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (YSAC) 

Morris County Human Services Building, 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor 
Conference Room, Morristown, New Jersey 

September 20, 2012 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Linda Seeley at 2:40 PM.  Members present: 
 
Rose Marie Kill 
Claudia Salomon 
Elizabeth Manley 
Ingrid Vaca-Bullaro 
Michelle Borden 
Diana Cirillo 
Juli Harpell-Elam 
Neville Newton 
Susan O’Donnell 

Linda Seeley 
Linda Wolk 
Tina Bibbo 
Beth Jacobson 
David Johnson 
Kathleen Leonard 
Laura Siemonsma-Bertelli 
Jeena Williams

 
 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
On motion by member Kathy Leonard, the closed session was called to order at 2:40 p.m. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
2013 Grant in Aid Funding Recommendations 
All members that were in conflict left the meeting room in accordance with the Morris County Conflict 
of Interest Policy.  The 2013 Grant in Aid Funding recommendations were distributed to the remaining 
committee members. After review and discussion, on motion by member Claudia Salomon, the 2013 
Grant in Aid Funding recommendations were approved by the committee. All were in favor with one (1) 
abstention.  
 
2013 Juvenile Justice Funding Recommendations 
State/Community Partnership 
All members that were in conflict left the meeting room in accordance with the Morris County Conflict 
of Interest Policy.  The 2013 State/Community Partnership Grant recommendations were distributed to 
the remaining committee members.  The committee members reviewed the recommendations.  After 
discussion, on motion by member Dave Johnson and seconded by Elizabeth Manley, the 2013 
State/Community Partnership Funding recommendations were approved by the committee. All were in 
favor with one (1) abstention.  
 
Family Court 
All members that were in conflict left the meeting room in accordance with the Morris County Conflict 
of Interest Policy.  The 2013 Family Court Services recommendations were distributed to the remaining 
committee members.  The committee members reviewed the recommendations.  After review and 
discussion, on motion by member Jill Cerullo and seconded by Dave Johnson the 2013 Family Court 
Funding recommendations were approved by the committee. All were in favor with no abstentions.  
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Juvenile Accountability Block Grant 
All members that were in conflict left the meeting room in accordance with the Morris County Conflict 
of Interest Policy.  The 2013 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant recommendations were distributed to 
the remaining committee members. After review and discussion, on motion by member Juli Harpell 
Elam and seconded by Elizabeth Manley, the 2013 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Funding 
recommendations were approved by the committee. All were in favor with one (1) abstention.  
 
2013 Comprehensive County Youth Service Plan Update 
 
The 2013 Comprehensive County Youth Service Plan Update was reviewed and discussed. The planning 
subcommittee met over the summer months to complete the section of the Youth Service Plan Update. 
On motion by member Michelle Borden, seconded by Jill Cerullo, the 2013 Comprehensive County 
Youth Service Plan Update was approved by the committee.  
 
2013 Juvenile Justice Commission Funding Application 
 
Beth Jacobson gave a brief overview of what is included in the Juvenile Justice Commission Funding 
Application. The committee reviewed the application, and on motion by member Dave Johnson, 
seconded by Jill Cerullo, the committee approved the 2012 JJC Funding Application. All were in favor 
with one abstention.  
 
Family Intervention Services Subgrant Modification 
 
Beth Jacobson provided an overview of the subgrant modification request. The request is to add an open 
adolescent group for the remainder of the contract year and to reduce the clinical component by 61 hours 
to better align with the existing demand. On motion by member Michelle Borden, seconded by Jill 
Cerullo, the subgrant modification request was approved by the committee. All were in favor with one 
abstention.  
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
The open session was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On motion of member Elizabeth Manley, seconded by member Jill Cerullo, the committee approved the 
minutes of the June 21, 2012 regular meeting. 
 
STATE REPORTS 
 
Juvenile Justice Commission 
No report. 
 
Division of Youth and Family Services and Department of Children and Families 
 
Jeena Williams announced the name changes at the State level. The Division of Youth and Family 
Services is now referred to as the Division of Child Protection and Permanency (DCP&P), and the 
Division of Child Behavioral Health is now known as the Children’s System of Care (CSOC).  Jeff 
Guenzel has been promoted to the Deputy Commissioner at the state level.  
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Ms. Williams also provided information on various RFP’s that are available. Details of these RFP’s can 
be found at the Department’s website at nj.gov/dcf.  
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Planning Subcommittee 
Liz Manley reported that the subcommittee worked on the 2013 Plan Update and recommended final 
approval at the September Planning meeting. In addition the subcommittee reviewed the subgrant 
modification request submitted by Family Intervention Services and recommended its approval at the 
full YSAC.  
The next meeting of the planning subcommittee will be held on Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
System Review Committee 

 Beth Jacobson reported that the subcommittee met on Monday, August 27, 2012. 
The July 2012 minutes were reviewed and the following revision is necessary: 

 The Youth Shelter report should indicate that the numbers provided were for the whole month of 
June.   

Care Management Organization – Maria Augustowicz reported that the CMO was currently below 
census with 186 youth. 
Youth Case Management –Stephannie Villota reported that YCM received twenty six (26) new 
referrals during the month (1-14 Day Plans, 5-CCIS, 1-CMO Step Down, 1-Community, 5-DYFS, 1-
Mobile Response, 11-Needs Assessments, 1-PerformCare).  Seven (7) families declined services.  They 
terminated fourteen (14) families and ended the month with 112.  YCM worked with 138 families 
throughout the month of July 2012.   
CCIS – Dave Johnston spoke with Dr. Lynn Ables.  Dr. Ables is no longer with CCIS; however, she 
was asked by hospital administration to reach out to Mr. Johnston.  Dr. Ables understands the concerns 
the counties have expressed and CCIS is planning to send a representative to the meetings.   
Mobile Response & Stabilization Services – Chrissie Henderson reported that Mobile Response 
received thirty (30) calls which resulted in twenty seven (27) dispatches.  Of those dispatches, eighteen 
(18) were in Morris and nine (9) were in Sussex.  MRSS transitioned forty eight (48) youth and had 140 
families in stabilization at the end of the month.  Morris County service gaps included: more mentoring 
services for adolescents, more GLBT resources. 
 Family Support Organization – Rachel Helt reported that the FSO provided ten (10) hours of peer 
support groups with thirty five (35) people in attendance, there were three (3) youth in Youth 
Partnership Activities, twenty one (21) newly referred CMO families with nineteen (19) of those seen 
face to face by the FSO.  There were 312.45 hours of peer support provided to the nine three (93) active 
CMO families.  The Warm line received twenty one (21) contacts. 
Division of Youth and Family Services – Dave Johnston reported (via e-mail) that Morris received a 
total of 220 referrals.  Morris West received 130 (CPS-130 and CWS-25) and Morris East received 90 
(CPS-70 and CWS-20).  The top three (3) towns in Morris were Mt. Olive (28), Randolph (18) and 
Parsippany (17).  Sussex received a total of 101 referrals (CPS-79 and CWS-22).   
Division of Developmental Disability – No report. 
Division of Child Behavioral Health Services – Rachelle Farese reported that a meeting was held on 
August 9, 2012 with Dawn Apgar from DDD and Rosemary Brown from DCF.  Ms. Apgar and Ms. 
Brown reported that the transition with the first group of families went well.  They have reported that the 
transition team is currently working through the issues and concerns that have been raised by various 
stakeholder groups.     
CSA – No report. 
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Morris County Youth Shelter – Tara LeGates reported that there are nine (9) youth in the Shelter (6-
Male and 3-Female).  During the month of July, the Shelter worked with twenty (20) youth (10-Morris, 
3-Sussex, 5-Hunterdon 2-Warren).   
Morris Juvenile Detention Center – Sarah Kepler reported that there are twenty one (21) youth in the 
Detention Center (19-Male, 2-Female; 11 (M); 1(F)-Morris, 3(M); 1 (F)-Sussex, 2-Hunterdon, 3-
Warren).  During the month of July, the JDC served eighteen (18) youth.  Ten (10) youth were released 
home, four (4) were placed on house arrest, one (1) was released to Jamesburg, three (3) were released 
to residential placement and one (1) was placed in the Youth Shelter.  Eleven (11) were on formal 
probation, three (3) were active with the CMO and two (2) were active with YCM.  The average length 
of stay was twelve (12) days and eight of the youth had been in the JDC more than once. 
Probation –Mark Ripatrazone reported that there are currently 275 youth on probation.  50% are 
deferred and 50% are on formal supervision.   
JJC – No report. 
System Struggles – No report.  
System Successes – No report. 
Aging Out/Aging In Task Force – Rachelle Farese reported that the group met on Tuesday, August 21, 
2012.  Jessica Trombetta presented information about the Office of Adolescent Services within the 
Department of Children and Families.  Ms. Trombetta was enthusiastic about continuing to work with 
the Task Force.  Ms. Trombetta will be forwarding the Office’s Strategic Plan to the Task Force for 
them to review and to ask for information regarding some of the areas that are in need of updates. 
New Business and Announcements – No new business at this time. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, September 24, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. at Caring Partners CMO in Mt. Arlington.  
 
Legislative Subcommittee 
Dave Johnson reported that Subcommittee did not meet in July or August. 
 
The next meeting of the legislative subcommittee is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 10 AM 
at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Juvenile Firesetter Prevention Program Subcommittee 
Beth Jacobson reported that the subcommittee did not meet in July or August. The next scheduled 
meeting is to be determined. 
 
Disproportionate Minority Contact Subcommittee 
Beth Jacobson reported that the subcommittee did not meet in July or August.  
 
The next meeting of the Disproportionate Minority Contact subcommittee is scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 2, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Education Partnership Subcommittee 
Beth Jacobson reported that the subcommittee met on Thursday, July 26, 2012. The next training, 
entitled “Anti-bullying: Creating Positive Climates and Cultures in Schools” is scheduled for October 
17th at the Public Safety Training Academy from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
   
The next meeting of the Education Partnership subcommittee will he held on Thursday, September 27, 
2012 at 1:00 p.m. at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Family Advisory Subcommittee 
No report at this time.  The next Family Advisory subcommittee meeting date and time is to be 
determined. 
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COMMUNITY REPORTS 
There were no reports at the time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business at the time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business at the time. 
 
 
 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*All hand outs will be redistributed via e-mail. 
Liz Manley announced that she will be leaving Caring Partners to take a position with the State as the 
Division Director of the Children’s System of Care (formerly DCBHS) as of October 5, 2012. She will 
be assuming Jeff Guenzel’s role. Members of the YSAC congratulated and wished her well and thanked 
her for her dedication and commitment to the youth of Morris and Sussex counties. 
 
Ingrid Vaca-Bullaro, Family Intervention Services (FIS), announced that Family Crisis Intervention Unit 
(FCIU) has hired a full-time bilingual clinician. She also passed out flyers for their open group for teens 
and the FCIU brochure.  
 
Juli Harpell Elam, Jersey Battered Women’s Services (JBWS) announced some of their activities for 
Domestic Violence Month in October, including their Safe Dating Challenge 5K Run and their “Candles 
of Hope” vigil. She will forward Beth Jacobson information on the “Candles of Hope” program.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 18, 2012 at 2:30 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 3:20 PM Member Jill Cerullo moved to adjourn the meeting.   
          

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
         Beth Jacobson 
         Addictions Services Administrator 
Original is signed and kept on file at the office of the Division of Behavioral Health and Youth Services. 


