
MORRIS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY 
BOARD – SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 

30 Schuyler Place, Morristown, NJ 
 

List of Attendees     Affiliation 
1. Gregg Benson     Citizen Representative 
2. Laurie Becker     MCDHS 
3. Charlie Berman    Citizen Representative 
4. Marcia Brands     Greystone Park 
5. Carol DeGraw     United Way of NNJ 
6. Valerie Fox     Consumer 
7. Beth Jacobson     MCDHS 
8. Lauren Hirtes     Citizen Representative 
9. Marcy McMann    Citizen Representative 
10. Janet Monroe     Greystone Park 
11. Steve Nebesni     MCDHS 
12. Frank Pinto     MCDHS 
13. Deborah Ward     Citizen Representative 
14. David Walker     Citizen Representative 
15. Theresa Wilson    DMHS 
 
I. Call to Order and Approval of July Minutes –  

Carol DeGraw, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m.  There was a 
motion to approve the July minutes.  The motion to approve the July minutes was 
approved with two abstentions and no opposition. 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions – 
Ms. DeGraw welcomed everyone. 
 

III. Chair Report –  No Report  
 

IV. Subcommittee Reports: 
Funding –  
Chapter 51 – Mr. Benson 
The Funding Subcommittee met on August 23 to review Chapter 51 Funding 
renewal applications.  The funding recommendations were distributed to the 
MHSAAB, and Mr. Benson explained that one agency withdrew two of their 
applications, leaving additional funding to be redistributed. After discussion, a 
motion was made to approve the 2012 Chapter 51 Funding recommendations.  All 
were in favor with no abstentions and no opposition. 
 
Grant-in-Aid – Mr. Benson 
The Funding Subcommittee met on August 23 to review 2012 Grant-in-Aid 
funding renewal applications.  The funding recommendations were distributed to 
the MHSAAB, and Mr. Benson explained that there were two agencies who 
applied for a lesser amount for 2012. Therefore, there was an additional $64,197 
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to be redistributed to agencies who requested additional funding in their renewal 
applications. Some discussion ensued and modifications were made to the 
subcommittee’s original recommendations.  A motion was made to accept the 
amended funding recommendations.  All were in favor with no abstentions and no 
opposition. 
 
Municipal Alliance – Steve Nebesni 
The County Alliance Steering Subcommittee (CASS) reviewed twenty nine 2012 
Municipal Alliance Funding Applications.  Florham Park did not apply for 
funding for 2012, so their allocation will be added to the funds used for 
countywide training.  The funding recommendations were distributed and 
presented to the MHSAAB for approval.  A motion was made to approve the 
recommendations, and all were in favor with no abstentions and no opposition.  
 
Funding Recommendations – Laurie Becker 
The N.J. Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (NJDMHAS) issued a 
statewide Request for Funding Proposal (RFP) to develop a clinical intervention 
and treatment program for older adults at risk of psychiatric hospitalization.  
Trinitas Regional Medical Center submitted the only proposal in response to the 
RFP.  Ms. Becker stated that Trinitas has a number of support letters including 
one from the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  Ms. Becker 
distributed a letter drafted by MHSAAB members in support of Trinitas’ proposal 
for the full Board to review and approve.   There was some discussion.  
Ms. Becker stated that Trinitas already has an office in Parsippany and there 
would be additional staff added there if the proposal is awarded to them.  This 
program would be of great benefit locally to support older adults experiencing 
acute behavioral health and/or dementia problems.    There was a motion made to 
send the letter to NJDMHAS from the MHSAAB.  Motion was carried with no 
abstentions and no opposition. 
 
Planning – No Report  
 
Legislative/Advocacy – Theresa Wilson 
The Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services will be releasing an RFP 
regarding the Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Law (IOC) later this year but 
details are not known at this time. 
 
County Alliance Steering Subcommittee (CASS) – Steve Nebesni 
The CASS has completed the funding reviews for the 2012 Municipal Alliance 
applications.  Regular CASS meetings will resume on the second Monday of the 
month at 3:30 p.m. in the Blue Room.   
 

V. Staff Reports – Frank Pinto and Laurie Becker  
There has been much activity going on in Morris County due to Hurricane Irene.   
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Frank Pinto stated that there were 400 Atlantic County residents brought to the 
Mennen Arena for temporary shelter due to Hurricane Irene.    The Mennen Arena 
was set up as a temporary shelter for folks that were forced to evacuate their 
homes in Atlantic County.  Some of the residents with medical needs were 
transported to Morris View and others to local hospitals.  The Red Cross was 
initially hosting this shelter; however, Morris County workers provided a 
tremendous amount of service, assistance and support.   
 
Initially it was a challenge to quickly get supplies for these folks.  The County 
Administrator, John Bonanni, went to Walmart to get basic supplies (food and 
water).  Frank Pinto, Morris County Department of Human Services, assisted with 
MAPS transportation arrangements and getting hot food transported to the shelter 
from the High School.  Scott DiGiralomo, Director, Law & Public Safety, 
arranged for obtaining more cots.  Morristown Memorial Hospital provided 
diapers and formula.  Many folks pitched in to help.  The Youth Shelter provided 
clothing for several shelter guests.  Crisis counselors were on the scene as well as 
staff from the Office of Temporary Assistance.  Many volunteers pitched in to 
help.  By Monday all of the Atlantic County residents were transported back to 
Atlantic County.   
 
Mr. Pinto stated that soon a local FEMA disaster center will open to assist people 
further.  He stated that 4,000 residents and businesses were affected by Hurricane 
Irene. 

 
Janet Monroe, CEO, Greystone, added that Greystone would be available to help 
house individuals if there is a need in the future.  
 
Guest presentation:  Janet Monroe and Marcia Brands, Director, Co-Occurring 
Disorder Center, Greystone, addressed an article in the Daily Record on 
Greystone Park.  This article reported that a number of Greystone patients were 
not pleased with the decrease in hours at Park Place, the coffee house where 
patients are able to enjoy camaraderie, food and the feeling of being in a 
community.  The mandate from Federal hospital monitors is to focus on 
treatment, with the goal of the individual regaining health and leaving the hospital 
linked to the community.  The decrease in recreational hours that patients are 
allowed to spend at Park Place is due largely to this mandate; however, Greystone 
leadership continues to listen very carefully to the patients’ position on this 
matter.    
 
Municipal Alliance Report – Steve Nebesni 
The 2012 Municipal Alliance Plan, along with the Municipal Alliance 
applications, is due to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
(GCADA) by October 17, 2011.  The first week of the Community Anti-Drug 
Coalitions of America (CADCA) training for the northern counties/region will be 
held in late November or early December.  Mr. Nebesni will share the details of 
the training when they are confirmed with GCADA.  
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Mr. Nebesni announced that the annual GCADA Summit will be held on 
September 9, 2011.  At the Summit, Morris County’s Volunteer of the Year, 
Officer Brian Feeney from the Roxbury Municipal Alliance will be honored for 
his work with the community.   
 
Mr. Nebesni also announced that there will be a “40 Developmental Assets” 
workshop on September 20 and 21 at the Morris County Public Safety Training 
Academy.  Please contact Steve Nebesni at (973) 285-6860 if you are interested in 
attending the training.   
 
Addictions Services Administrator – Beth Jacobson 
Beth Jacobson advised that the Chapter 51 Funding award letters will be mailed 
out in the middle of September.  
 
The Freeholders will be presenting a proclamation for National Recovery Month 
at the evening session of the Freeholder meeting on September 15, 2011.  
Gregg Benson, Robert Parker and Marcia Brands will attend the meeting to accept 
the proclamation.  National Recovery Month is an opportunity to spread a positive 
message that behavioral health is essential to overall health, that prevention 
works, treatment is effective and people can and do recover. 
 

VI. Joint PAC Report – There was a meeting on Sept. 2 and the next meeting is 
scheduled for October 7 at the Atlantic Health Care Corporate Office. 

 
VII. State Liaison Reports:  Mental Health and Addiction Services –  

Theresa Wilson 
Partial Care regulation changes  

- Increase consumer to staff ratio for overall attendance from 1:12 to 1:15. 
- Skill group ratio will change from 1:10 to 1:12. 
- Written comments regarding the changes may be submitted no later than 

October 14, 2011. 
- Provider letter sent on August 24 to make contract adjustments for July 1 

through December 31. 
- Current effective date January 31, 2012. 
 

Hagedorn closure 
- As of October 3, 2011 Hagedorn will close to new admissions. 
- New geriatric patients and new patients under the age of 64 from the 

Hagedorn former catchment area will be served by Greystone Park 
Psychiatric Hospital. 
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Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) 
- The division is continuing to work towards an integrated office; 

consequently, starting this month both fiscal and human resources from 
DAS will relocate to the DMHS offices at 50 E. State Street. 

 
Medicaid Comprehensive Waiver 

- The application was submitted to Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS). 

 
Involuntary Outpatient Commitment (IOC) 

- RFP possible in January 2012. 
  

VIII. Old Business – No Report 
 

IX. New Business –  
Carol DeGraw of the United Way of Northern New Jersey stated that the United 
Way is hosting a march for military families on Nov. 13.  United Way is working 
in Morris County with a network of health and human service providers and 
military entities to increase community support for military families who are 
managing the “home front” while their loved ones are on the front lines serving 
their country.  The United Way and these providers are working to make sure the 
community is fully prepared to support our local military families before, during 
and after deployment.  For further information call the United Way of Northern 
New Jersey at (973) 993-1160. 
 

X. Open to the Public – 
Valerie Fox agreed with the decision to increase funding to Legal Services.  She 
stated that this agency is a valuable asset in Morris County and they assist many. 

 
XI. Adjourn –  

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Patricia Mocarski 
Program Development Aide 
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Mental Health Substance Abuse Advisory Board 
Attendance 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 
 
 

Members Present     Affiliation 
Gregg Benson      Citizen Representative 
Charlie Berman      Citizen Representative  
Carol DeGraw      United Way of Morris County 
Marcy McMann      Citizen Representative 
Deborah Ward      Citizen Representative 
David Walker      Citizen Representative 
Lauren Hirtes      Citizen Representative 
 
Members Absent      Affiliation 
Karen Cutaneo      Citizen Representative 
Margaret Himsl       Citizen Representative 
Fran Libasci      Citizen Representative 
Spiro Milonas      Citizen Representative  
Susan Tietjen      Citizen Representative 
LaJuan Tucker      Prosecutor’s Office  
Barbara Ward      Citizen Representative 
 
State Staff Present     Affiliation 
Theresa Wilson      DMHS 
 
County Staff Present     Affiliation 
Laurie Becker      MCDHS 
Beth Jacobson      MCDHS 
Steve Nebesni       MCDHS 
Frank Pinto      MCDHS 
 
Public and Guests     Affiliation 
Marcia Brands      Greystone Park 
Valerie Fox      Consumer 
Janet Monroe      Greystone Park  

        
 
 


