
MORRIS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY 
BOARD – October 11, 2012 

 
Members Present: 
Charles Berman, Citizen Representative 
Karen Cutaneo, Citizen Representative 
Carol DeGraw, United Way of Northern New Jersey 
Peggy Himsl, Citizen Representative 
Charles LaRussa, Citizen Representative  
Marcy McMann, Citizen Representative 
Mary Jane Melo, Citizen Representative 
LaJuan Tucker, MCPO  
Barbara Ward, Citizen Representative 
 
Also Attending: 
Laurie Becker, MCDHS 
Valerie Fox, Public 
Beth Jacobson, MCDHS 
Valerie LaRosiliere, Assistant Director, DMHAS 
Steve Nebesni, MCDHS 
Patricia Mocarski, MCDHS 
Bob Parker, New Bridge 
Frank Pinto, MCDHS (arrived at 6:00 p.m.) 
Vivian Schwartz, NJDMHAS/NRO 
 

I. Call to Order and Approval of September 2012 minutes –   
Ms. Carol DeGraw, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  There was a motion to 
approve the September 13, 2012 minutes made by Marcy McMann and seconded by  
Barbara Ward.  All were in favor with one abstention and no opposition. 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions –  
Ms. DeGraw welcomed everyone and introductions were made.   
 

III. Chair Report – Ms. DeGraw 
2013 Nominating Committee - 
It is that time of the year when we need to form a Nominating Committee. The Committee 
will be responsible for putting together nominations for Chair and Co-Chair for 2013.  
Karen Cutaneo and Charles LaRussa volunteered to be on the Nominating Committee.  
They will bring their recommendations to the next meeting. 
 
Consumer and Family Membership/Anonymous Tally - 
Ms. DeGraw stated that there is a form in each member’s folder to fill out for the annual 
poll of membership.  This poll is to insure we have the right ratio of consumers and family 
members on the board.  Please fill out the form anonymously and return it to Ms. Mocarski 
prior to leaving today. 
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IV. Guest: Valerie Larosiliere, Assistant Director, Office of Treatment and Recovery 
Support, Division of Mental Health & Addiction Services (DMHAS) – 
Two years ago Division of Mental Health merged with the Division of Addiction Services.  
This last year there has been a merging of functions of the Divisions as well.   
 
DMHAS provides oversight, expertise and support over predominantly community-based, 
specialty services that are focused on supporting an individual’s community tenure through 
the provision of treatment and recovery supports such as Acute Care Services, Housing and 
Residential Services, Information and Referral, Intoxicated Driving Program, Justice 
Involved Services, Multicultural Services, Programs for Assertive Community Treatment, 
Supported Education and Supported Employment, Services to Families, Veteran’s Services 
and Workforce Development. 
  
Acute Care Services includes the system of psychiatric emergency services and psychiatric 
inpatient short term care facilities and county hospitals. 

 RFP (Request for Funding Proposal) – 3 counties (Bergen, Cumberland and Mercer 
Counties) 

 EISS (Early Intervention Support Services) 
   Housing and Residential Services  

 PATH (Projects of Assistance in Transition from Homelessness) - Homeless 
Outreach  

 Supporting Housing (2,017 subsidies statewide, over 5,600 supportive housing 
placements by end of the year) 

 Medication Assisted Treatment Initiative 
  Request for Funding Proposals (RFPs) 

 478 bed development with 2013 money 
 PACT (Programs for Assertive Community Treatment Team)/RIST (Residential 

Intensive Support Teams) expansion – 30 beds 
 Forensic – 25 beds 
 RIST teams (25 beds, 35 beds) 
 At Risk – 100 beds for homeless, at risk homelessness, at risk hospitalization, 

illness. 
 CEPP (Continuing Evaluation Pending Placement) – 163 beds 
 Subsidies – 100 beds  
 

  DDD (Division of Developmental Disabilities) RFP – (16 beds for clients with dual   
  diagnosis + 4 beds for clients with dual diagnosis plus a developmental disability) 
  RLI - Request for Letters of Interest 
  EISS – (Early Intervention Support Services) 
  IOC (Involuntary Outpatient Commitment) – 1 county 
  Intoxicated Driver Program (IDRC) – Family Service of Morris County 
  Information and Referral - Consists of the statewide 2-1-1 program 
  Justice Involved Services - Consists of Drug Court, substance abuse treatment to  
  inmates and parolees, Crisis Intervention Team 
  Multicultural Services 
  Programs for Assertive Community Treatment 
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  Supported Education and Supported Employment – RFP to be issued this year to expand  
  career services. 
  Services to families – Includes specialized substance abuse treatment services such as  
  residential, halfway house and outpatient levels of care through the Pregnant Women  
  And Women with Dependent Children Initiative and the Child Welfare Women and  
  Father’s with Children Initiative and IFSS. 
  Veteran’s Services – Through the Veteran’s Assistance Initiative assists veterans and  
  active duty members of the military who are accused of criminal conduct to receive  
  substance abuse treatment, mental health counseling and other social supports as an  
  alternative to incarceration.  
  Workforce Development - For community and state staff. 
 
  ASO (Administrative Service Organization) 
  What is the Comprehensive Waiver? 

 Medicaid reform initiative to preserve safety-net services for eligible populations and 
rebalance resources to reflect changing healthcare landscape. 

 Currently Medicaid fee for service is fragmented with over reliance on institutional 
care. 

 Supports community alternatives to institutional placement. 
 Braids funding. 
 

 Status Update  
 Close to finalizing actuarial firm to do fee rate setting. 
 Reconvening fiscal group to 

o Develop transition plan for change to fee for service. 
o They will work with actuary to identify rate setting methodology. 

 Working on RFP for ASO. 
 
They will not touch discretionary, county funding or Chapter 51 dollars at this point.  There 
will not be any significant changes to the regulations at this time. 
 
Valerie Larosiliere provided information from a letter to Commissioner Velez from The 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) stating the New Jersey Comprehensive 
Waiver has been approved and is effective from October 2, through June 30, 2017.  
Discussion from the committee ensued regarding the waiver especially in regard to how it 
will affect seniors.  Ms. DeGraw is wondering how this will work for seniors and how this 
will work on the mental health side.  Many providers are already operating on a fee for 
service model.  Ms. DeGraw hopes there will be training for providers so more of them can 
learn to operate on a fee for service environment.  There is concern about the level and 
quality of care with the ASO.  Ms. Larosiliere stated that the ASO will have a uniform 
screening tool and will get information from the consumer and provider to determine the 
level of care that the client needs.  Mr. Pinto also expressed concern since the state won’t 
mandate that the ASO contract with the counties.  Mr. Pinto proposed to Commissioner 
Velez that the state might give the counties first chance to contract for services.  There were 
various questions and concerns expressed by the board over these changes.  Ms. Becker is 
concerned that the role of the local advisory groups such as the MHSAAB will diminish.   
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Ms. Becker asked Ms. Larosiliere to return to a board meeting in early 2013 to update the  
board on the progress of the ASO and related Medicaid Waiver activities.   
 
Ms. McMann cited a challenging situation as an attorney regarding a client with serious 
mental illness who is incarcerated but needs psychiatric hospitalization, not jail. However, 
there does not seem to be an inpatient facility that will take an individual in this circumstance 
when he doesn’t meet commitment criteria.  Ms. McMann asked about treatment options.   
Ms. Larosiliere stated there is a State review process for situations such as this and suggested 
that Ms. McMann get in touch with Steven Fishbein, DMHAS, to discuss this further. 
 
Ms. Tucker asked if there is ever going to be a mental health court in Morris County.   
Ms. Larosiliere said that this is not the direction the State is headed -- although a couple of  
other counties have programs that are like mental health courts.  
 
Ms. Becker thanked Ms. Larosiliere for her informative presentation. 
 

V. Subcommittee Reports – 
Funding – Marcy McMann 
The Mental Health Association of Morris County (MHAMC) submitted a proposal for the 
RIST Program (Residential Intensive Support Team) to add ten more individuals to the 
program. This would allow up to a total of 64 individuals to be served.  MHAMC was the 
only proposal submitted to serve Morris County residents.  The subcommittee recommends 
that the board support it.  Motion to support the MHAMC proposal for the RIST program 
expansion was made by Ms. McMann and seconded by Ms. Cutaneo.  All were in favor 
with no opposition and no abstentions.  Motion was carried. 
 
Planning – Beth Jacobson 
The 2012 Plan Update and Progress Report were submitted on August 31.  The 2013 
Planned Resource Allocation Grid was included and is being reviewed.  DMHAS has yet to 
provide a protocol for the Comprehensive Plan so the 2014 planning process has not begun. 
 
Legislative/Advocacy – Ms. Becker 
Ms Becker reported that Lauren Hirtes has agreed to be the MHSAAB representative 
regarding an initiative of the Cross Systems Review Committee to improve access to 
community services for Continuing Extention Pending Placement (CEPP) individuals 
leaving Greystone with intensive addictions treatment needs. This project is related to a 
case review presented by Marcia Brands, COD Director at Greystone at the September 
Cross Systems meeting. Greystone has been challenged to place these individuals in the 
community due to lack of service accommodations.   
 
Greystone is treating more folks with co-occurring illness and the community has to 
provide a safety net – a warm hand off to the community.  There are a lot of reasons this is 
difficult and complicated.  There will be further information on this at the next meeting.  
Please let Ms. Hirtes know if you would be able to help.   
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County Alliance Steering Subcommittee (CASS) – Steve Nebesni 
The CASS did not officially meet since the last MHSAAB meeting.  The 2013 funding 
reviews are completed and the subcommittee approved five program modifications for 
2012.  In regard to the 2013-2014 Needs Assessment, Saint Barnabas Behavioral Health 
was awarded the contract to train the Alliances.  There will be regional trainings throughout 
the state.  Further information will be provided at a later date. 
 

VI. Staff Reports – Mental Health Administrator – Laurie Becker 
The 2013 Grant-in-Aid, Child Abuse Protection and Social Services for the Homeless 
(SSH) Award Letters will go out on November 9.   
 
In response to DMHAS Requests for Proposals (RFP) for the Integration of Peer Positions 
within Integrated Case Management Services, the Mental Health Association of Morris 
County put in an application for this program.  Seeking the boards support for their 
proposal, the MHAMC made a presentation to the MHSAAB. After their detailed 
presentation and discussion, the MHSAAB enthusiastically recommended that DMHAS 
award this program to the MHAMC.  The MHSAAB wrote a letter in support to DMHAS 
for MHAMC.  The MHAMC was awarded this program.    They are one of two agencies 
statewide to receive this award. 
 
Municipal Alliance Coordinator – Steve Nebesni 
Mr. Nebesni received all applications and is working on collecting missing information.  
The third quarter reports are being collected and are in the process of being reviewed and 
processed for payment.  The last event of the year is the Countywide Prevention Forum 
entitled  “Making a Difference Through Positive Choices”.  The purpose of this forum is to 
enlighten and empower parent, educators, community leaders and youth to promote 
responsibility and community through the “A.L.O.HA” spirit.  Kevin Wanzer will be 
facilitating the event.  Brochures were passed around with further information.  Seating is 
limited.  If you are interested in attending please pre-register by calling  
1-866-782-5273. 
 
Addictions Service Coordinator – Beth Jacobson 
2013 Chapter 51 Award Letters went out on September 26.  The 2013 funding 
recommendations were approved at the October 10 Freeholder meeting.  Ms. Jacobson is 
currently working on the 2013 DAS application electronically through the Contract 
Information Management Systems (CIMS), and separate signed documents must be 
submitted separately.  
 

VII. Joint PAC Report – No Report 
 

VIII. State Liaison Report – Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) – 
Vivian Schwartz 
Request for Proposals (RFP) 

 New Jersey Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (NJ SBIRT) 
Due Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 by 5:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Friday, November 2, 2012 
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 Expansion of Existing Programs for Assertive Community Treatment Team 
(PACT) and Residential Intensive Support Teams (RIST) 
Due Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012 by 4:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Monday, November 5, 2012 

 Supportive Housing Services for Mental Health Consumers at Risk of 
Hospitalization and Homelessness 
Due Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 by 4:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 

 Development of an Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Program 
Due Date: Wednesday, September 5, 2012 by 4:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 

 Integration of Peer Positions within Integrated Case Management Services 
Due Date: Friday, August 31, 2012 by 4:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 

 Development of Psychiatric Involuntary Beds as an Alternative to State 
Hospitalization  
Due Date: Friday, August 31, 2012 by 4:00 p.m. 
Notify Date: Friday, October 12, 2012 
 
Medicaid Waiver:  The acceptance letter will be discussed for the Medicaid 
Waiver. 
Telepsychiatry Waiver: The waiver is approved and Saint Clare’s will be 
implementing telepsychiatry shortly, they are currently in the process of working 
out some fiscal details with CFG.  The expected implementation date has not been 
established. 
Cross Training: The Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services are 
currently in the process of cross training their staff to both the mental health and 
addictions populations. 
State Hospital: 145 CEPP in Greystone as of now, and they will be having an Open 
House on October 19 at Greystone, October 10 they had one at Ancora and October 
12 at TPH. 
Drug Court RFP: Rescinded the 50 slots and the ½ house slots were pulled. 
UMDNJ-SHRP Department of Psychiatric Rehabilitation and Counseling 
Professions in Partnership with Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey are 
offering a new Wellness Coaching Training Program.  There are 25 slots available 
for the north.  You can find additional information on UMDNJ’s website including 
an application. 
SRC: There has been a change in the operation of the SRC meeting and next month 
changes will be implemented.  The meetings will continue to start at  
9:30 a.m. however, first the screening documents will be reviewed and then at 
10:00 a.m. the main meeting will be held to discuss statistics and have reports.  At 
11:00 a.m. a new subcommittee will be implemented that is designed to address 
specific issues the system is experiencing and come up with ways to trouble shoot 
those ideas.  Members of the subcommittee will be the screener director from Saint 
Clare’s, the AES managers and the STCF Central Office. 
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The process of co-locating the DMHAS offices (Stockton Street & East State 
Street) in Trenton to the Department of Human Services (DHS) building at 222 
South Warren Street continues. 
 
The DMHAS Table of Organization was updated as of July 2012 and is available 
on the website.  The link for further information is 
http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/divisions/dmhas/ 
 
Other News: 
The Division hosted three regional consumer and family forums to solicit consumer 
and family feedback on a proposed new definition of serious mental illness.  
DMHAS wants to establish and implement simple criteria that is readily applicable 
at agencies when individuals are seeking services.  The term “serious mental 
illness” is used for federal Block Grant reporting and will be used to determine 
eligibility for services. 
 

IX. Old Business –  
Ms. Becker suggested the board table having Andover Nursing Home come to give a 
presentation until a later date. The board agreed.   
 

X. New Business –  
Ms. DeGraw suggested that we skip the December meeting and have the November  
meeting.  The board was in agreement. 
 
Ms. Becker mentioned that the 2013 DMHAS Contract renewals are due soon. 
Ms. Becker suggested that the board empower the Funding Subcommittee to 
review and make a decision on the DMHAS contract renewal recommendations.   
Ms. Melo made a motion to empower the subcommittee to make the DMHAS 
recommendations on the board’s behalf.  Ms. Tucker seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved with no opposition and no abstentions.  The motion was 
carried. 
 

XI. Open to the Public 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION 
On motion of member Mary Jane Melo, seconded by Barbara Ward, the board closed the 
open portion of the meeting pursuant to P.L. 1975 Ch. 231, the Open Public Meetings Act 
and per the boards normal resolution language, and voted to conduct a closed session at 
7:05 p.m. 
 
RETURN TO MEETING 
The meeting reopened to the Public at 7:20 p.m. 
 
ACTIONS RESULTING FROM CLOSED SESSION 
Ms. McMann stated that the subcommittee reviewed and discussed 2013 Municipal 
Alliance Funding Recommendations as well as two program modifications.  The 
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subcommittee also reviewed and discussed two applications submitted for an RFP from 
DMHAS for supportive housing.  On motion of Ms. McMann, seconded by Ms. Melo, the 
subcommittee recommends the MHSAAB approve the 2013 Municipal Alliance funding 
recommendations and the two program modification requests.  The subcommittee also 
recommends writing a letter of support for one of the two applications submitted for the 
RFP for supportive housing.  There were no opposition and no abstentions.  The motion 
was carried. 
 

XIII. Adjourned 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be on November 8. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Patricia Mocarski  
Program Development Aide 


