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 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
Minutes, ACADV Meeting, September 10, 2015 

  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Clark 
Chuck Collins 
Pat Giannetti 
Tom Pappas 
Kathy Siegrist 
Louis Valori 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Jennifer Carpinteri 
Ophelia Cruse  
Patricia Petrillo  
Maria Rosario 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:08 P.M. by Chairperson Charles Collins, followed by the 
pledge of allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the June 11, 2015 meeting.                                     
 
Chairperson’s Report- Advisory Council members are needed for the Nominating Committee 
to nominate a slate of officers for the 2016 Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  Anyone 
interested  serving on the Nominating Committee can contact Maria Rosario at 973-285-6847. 
 
Staff Reports:  
Director of Human Services - Jennifer Carpinteri 

• The Department is currently working on the reorganization of the Department on Human 
Services and the goal is to work hand and hand with each other to maximize resources 
for all direct services, and to have a one door approach.  The new name will be the 
Division of Assistance and Resources. 
 

Director of Aging, Disabilities& Veterans – Ophelia Cruse 
• Since taking over as Director on August 1, 2015, this was her first official ACADV 

meeting. She stated she has been quite busy training with the Division on Aging and 
MAPS, and visiting other County Agencies throughout the State to see how their 
operations are run.  

• There is a 2 day retreat in September for ADRC Aging Directors which will include 
training on 2016 Area Plan Contracts and how they affect the individual Counties. There 
is currently a total of four new County Directors throughout the State.  
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Office Reports: 
Veterans-Patricia Zakrzeski 

• The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in June, July and August:                   
Number of clients assisted: 120    

• Information supplied:             556   
 
Nutrition-Tammi Brown 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
 
JUNE: 
          Congregate Meals                           11,002                                                
          Home Delivered Meals                    24,274 
          Weekend Meals                                1,480                                                            
 
           Total                       36,756                                                          
 
JULY: 
          Congregate Meals          11,105                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                    25,233 
          Weekend Meals                                1,480    
           
           Total                                              37,818 
 
 AUGUST:        
          Congregate Meals          10,053                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                   23,028 
          Weekend Meals                               1,850                       
            
Total                                                        34,931 
 
This summer the Nutrition Project sites had summer picnics their members.   
Denville                                 June 12       Denville Site 
Parsippany                            June 23              Parsippany Site 
Morristown                            July 10                Morristown Site 
Chatham/Madison                July 22                Madison Site 
Morris Mews                         July 29                Morris Mews Site 
Roxbury/Dover/Rockaway    August 14           Horseshoe Lake 
Butler                                    August 18           Butler Site 
Jefferson                               August 27           Montville Site 
 
The Nutrition Project has been going to senior buildings giving out Farmers’ Market 
Vouchers for seniors to use at the numerous farmers’ market locations throughout the County.  
 
ADRC-Maria Rosario 
Information & Assistance and Case Management phone calls for June, July and August, totaled 
650 calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 
 

• June:      269 
• July:       204 
• August   177 
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Committee Reports:   
Community Relations-Kathy Siegrist 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, July 16, 2015 to discuss ACADV 
issues/concerns which should be shared with the public. 
 
The Committee agreed that information about the 50th anniversary of the “Older American’s Act” 
(OAA) should be shared with the public.   
 
Flyers on OAA have been distributed to the Nutrition sites, Senior Housing facilities and 
Veterans offices.  
 
Legislative Review- Lou Valori 
The Legislative Review Committee met on August 13, 2015 
 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  

 
• Assembly, No. 2320 – Exempts senior citizens, disabled persons, and veterans from E-Z 

Pass account monthly service charge. 
 
• Assembly, No. 3504 – Requires DHS to use and update NJ Elder Index and related data 

to the extent possible. 
 

• Senate, No. 136 – Urges revision of DHS Statewide Transition Plan. 
 

• Senate, No. 1323 – Excludes veteran disability compensation from income qualification 
limits under homestead property reimbursement program.   
 

• Senate, No. 2838 – Guarantees full and equal access to all housing to disabled persons 
who retain their retired service or guide dog as a pet, and who also obtain a new service 
or guide dog. 

  
The Committee also reviewed and will support a suggestion that was made at the June 11, 2015 
ACADV meeting by Joseph Leal,  to enable visually impaired veteran’s to receive transportation 
to various appointments .  Chuck Collins advised us today that he will review and revise a letter 
before presenting to the Freeholders’. 
 
HSAC-Tom Pappas 
• Ms. Zydel gave a presentation on the Changes in the Childcare System.  In November 

2014, Congress reauthorized the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) with 
strong bipartisan support.  The legislation aims to ensure the health and safety of children 
in child care settings, improve the quality of care, and make it easier for families to get and 
keep child care assistance.  The goal of this new legislation is to improve quality of the 
centers and try to get them to participate in programs offered.   

 
• The Mental Health Association of Morris County (MHAMC) will be implementing the 

Involuntary Outpatient Commitment (IOC) program for both Morris and Sussex County 
beginning on Sept. 1.   
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• The Workforce Investment Board (WIB) and Employment and Training Services (ETS) 
have joined the NJ Department of Labor and Workforce Development and Rutgers 
University in the federally funded Workforce Data Quality Initiative.  

 
MCCoOPO- Patricia Giannetti 

• MCCoOPO will hold their annual dinner/dance at The Zeri’s in Mountain Lake on 
September 25, 2015. 

 
Planning/Program Review- 

• The Planning/Program Review members the Advisory Council met on July 29, 2015 to 
discuss and approve the renewal applications for 2016 Peer Grouping and the new 
applications for Grant-in-Aid and Older Americans Act funding.  Results will follow. 
 

• Today we were planning to discuss and approve the following budget modifications for 
the following Providers, but due to low attendance and no quorum, we will schedule an 
emergency meeting next week.  

 Cornerstone Family Programs 2015:   due to Medicaid changes  
 Hope House 2015:   to decrease the unduplicated clients for the Fix-It grant. 
 Norwescap 2015:    to decrease the levels of service for the Friendly Visiting, 

and the Telephone Reassurance programs.                                
                                            

Providers- Ophelia Cruse 
• Reminder that open enrollment for Medicare will be October 15 thru December 7 this 

year. 
• Norwescap RSVP is seeking volunteers for the tax season, anyone interested is advised 

to call 973-784-4900 x3502 
 
Announcements-    
Chuck Collins announced that John Pecaro, the Morris County Surrogate is available to attend 
your club meetings to share important information on wills, trusts and estates.        
                                  
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on November 12, 2015.     
 


