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 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
                                              Minutes, ACADV Meeting, June 11, 2015 
 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chuck Collins 
Pat Giannetti 
Robert Hughes 
Joseph Leal 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Jeannette Perlman 
Kathy Siegrist 
Roberta Schwartz 
Louis Valori 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Lauren Burd 
Ophelia Cruse  
Theresa Davis 
Patricia Petrillo 
Leanne Scuto 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Guests 
Brian Coleman 
Bill Kallenberg 
Roberta Schwartz 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 P.M. by Chairperson Charles Collins.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the April 9, 2015 meeting.                                     
 
Chairperson’s Report-The Division on Aging Disabilities & Veterans staff will be conducting the 
2015 on-site monitoring visits.  It is mandatory that each Advisory Council Member participate 
in at least one on-site monitoring visit.   
 
A sign-up sheet will be going around. Please sign up for at least one visit. 
 
Staff Reports:  
Director-Theresa Davis 

• Theresa introduced Maria Rosario as the new Contract Compliance Representative. 
• The 2016 funding process is in full swing. 
• Agency monitorings are being held in June and July.  Every member is expected to 

attend at least one. 
• Theresa mentioned that she will be retiring at the end of July. 
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Office Reports: 
Veterans-Patricia Zakrzeski 
The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in April and May  
 

• Number of clients assisted:   98    
• Information supplied:           372 

 
A ceremony was held on May 22nd in honor of Memorial Day.  Ten medals were awarded. 
   
Nutrition-Ophelia Cruse 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
 
APRIL: 
          Congregate Meals     9,925                                                
          Home Delivered Meals                   23,031 
          Weekend Meals                               1,480                                                            
 
           Total                       34,436                                                          
 
MAY: 
          Congregate Meals           9,922                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                   22,865 
          Weekend Meals                               1,850    
 
          Total                              34,637 
 
June kicks off the Nutrition Program summer picnics.  Reservations are required for congregate 
members to attend. 
 
Denville                  June 12th      Denville Site 
 
ADRC-Maria Rosario 
Information & Assistance and Case Management phone calls for April, May 2015 totaled 693 
calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 
 

• April: 452 
• May:  241 

  
Committee Reports:   
Community Relations-Kathy Siegrist 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, May 14, 2015 to discuss ACADV 
issues/concerns which should be shared with the public.  
 
The Committee agreed that information about the 25th anniversary of the “Americans with 
Disability Act” (ADA) should be shared with the public. 
 
Flyers on ADA have been distributed to Nutrition sites, Senior Housing facilities and Veterans 
offices. 
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Legislative Review-Robert Hughes 
The Legislative Review Committee met on May 7, 2015 
 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  
 

• Assembly, No. 3163 – Increases annual property tax deduction for senior citizens and 
disabled persons from $250 to $500. 

 
• Assembly, No. 4324 – Includes all disabled veterans in NJT discount program for senior 

citizens and persons with disabilities.   
 
Ms. Davis announced that ACT representatives went to Trenton on May 5 to advocate for the 
senior issues including transportation and Meals on Wheels. 
 
HSAC-Tom Pappas 

• In preparation for submission of an application for funding to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the Morris County Continuum of Care Executive 
Committee put out a RFA for Notices of Intent for agencies interested in applying for 
funding through the county’s continuum of care process aimed at reducing 
homelessness.    
 

• Report was given on the Morris Area Paratransit System (MAPS).  MAPS made 63,906 
trips in 2014.  MAPS trips included wheels, ambulatory, semi-ambulatory, day care, 
competitive employment, medical, education and shopping.  Casino revenue funds help 
support MAPS, but funds are down more than 50% since 2008. Therefore, MAPS is 
seeking support from Governor Christie and Legislative Representatives.   

 
• The Mental Health Substance Abuse Advisory Board (MHSAAB) reported that the 2016 

funding to the County’s Municipal Alliances was voted on and approved.   
 

• The MHSAAB reported that the “Parents Who Host Lose Most” campaign is on until the 
end of June.  Proclamation will be given by the Freeholders at the first meeting in June.   

 
MCCoOPO-Richard Nyquist 

• For April, a representative from Care One at Madison Ave discussed the various services 
provided at their facility:  including short and long-term rehabilitation, post-surgical care 
and nursing services. 

• May was the Annual Presidents’ Luncheon. 
 

Providers-Theresa Davis 
• There was a presentation about Medicare Preventative Services by NORWESCAP.  We 

are part of the distribution for informational brochures.  NORWESCAP will be giving talks 
at the Nutrition Sites all summer long. 

• Lauren Burd, Director of MAPS (Morris Area Paratransit System), spoke to the committee 
about the decrease in funding for the program.  MAPS provides transportation for Senior 
Citizens and the Disabled.  Funding is based on casino revenue of which para-transit 
programs receives 8.5%.  As casino revenue decreases, so does program funding, 
leading to reduced transportation.  Paratransit supporters are asking Governor Christie to 
put a $6,000,000 subsidy aside for transportation for paratransit programs.  Petitions are 
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being signed and delivered in person to the Governor’s Office.  ACADV members were 
invited to sign a petition/postcard. 
 

Presentation 
• Mr. Kallengerg of Lyons VA Hospital spoke on issues faced and services available for 

people who are visually impaired. 
 
Unfinished Business 

• Theresa Davis announced that a proclamation supporting the Re-Authorization of the 
Older Americans Act went through at the June 10, 2015 Freeholder Meeting 

 
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on September 10, 2015.     
 


