
1 

 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
                                              Minutes, ACADV Meeting, April 9, 2015 
 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Clark  
Charles Collins 
Pat Giannetti 
Peter Gimbel 
Robert Hughes 
Tom Pappas 
Jeannette Perlman 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Lauren Burd 
Lucy Cannizzo 
Ophelia Cruse  
Theresa Davis 
Charles Jurgensen 
Patricia Petrillo 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Guests 
Marc Molde 
Quadir Zamdin (assistant) 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:09 P.M. by Chairperson Charles Collins.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the February 5, 2015 meeting.                                     
 
Chairperson’s Report- At the last meeting we discussed member responsibilities.  There was a 
Signatory Page and a Biographical Profile in the orientation folder.  Members who have not 
already done so, should complete the forms, and return them to Lucy as soon as possible.   
Also, at the last meeting, a phone list was passed around. If you did not attend the last meeting 
or did not get a chance to complete it and want to make your information available to the council 
members, please fill out the form.  
 
Staff Reports:  
Director-Theresa Davis 

• May is “Older Americans Month” and the theme is “Get into the Act”. This theme is meant 
to show that people should get involved in physical activities and also that the Older 
Americans Act is up for renewal. 

• The Senior and People with Disabilities Art Show, sponsored by NORWESCAP, will be 
held on May 6, 2015, at the Morris County Library, 30 East Hanover Ave., Whippany, NJ. 

• St. Francis, AARP and MCCoOPO will be hosting “Living Treasures Awards”. 
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• A Freeholder’s Welcome is planned for May at The Morris View Healthcare Center. The 
Freeholders have been involved with MorrisView and the public need to be made aware 
of the reauthorization of the Older Americans Act. 

• June is the 25th anniversary of the “Americans with Disability Act”.  
• On June 28th, DAWN, is hosting an ADA anniversary event at Central Park from 12-4 with 

The Morris Park Commission and The Dept. of Human Services. Flyers will be made 
available. 

• The Elder Economic Index is included. It states that in Morris County, seniors over the 
age of 65, living alone, 45% are in economic distress. Only 55% of seniors are 
economically secure. 

• Monetary cuts are expected under the Older Americans Act, consisting of .08% for each 
of the next three years. 

• Sequester cuts may be going into effect 7-1-15.  Less funding is expected under the 
Older Americans Act due to census shifts. People are moving out of New Jersey.  

 
Office Reports: 
Veterans- Charles Jurgensen 
The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in January, February and March  

• Number of clients assisted:  204  
• Information supplied:    574    
• Veterans ID cards are valid proof of Veterans status. 

 
Nutrition-Ophelia Cruse 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
 
JANUARY: 
          Congregate Meals              8,812                                                   
          Home Delivered Meals                             25,095 
          Weekend Meals                                        1,800                                                             
 
           Total                                                        35,707                                                          
 
FEBRUARY: 
          Congregate Meals                           7,602                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                              23,593 
          Weekend Meals                                        1,800      
 
          Total                                                         32,795 
 
MARCH: 
 Congregate Meals             10,316 
           Home Delivered Meals                            25,463 
 Weekend Meals                                 1,800 
 
         Total                                                         37,579 
 
ADRC- Lucy Cannizzo 
Signed copies of the 2015 Older Americans Act (OAA), Grant-In-Aid (GIA) and Peer Grouping 
sub-grants have been received from the providers and have been signed by the Freeholder 
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Director. Information & Assistance and Case Management phone calls for January, February 
and March 2015 totaled 954 calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 

• January: 357 
• February: 293 
• March: 304 

      
Committee Reports:   
Legislative Review – Robert Hughes 
The Legislative Review Committee met on March 19, 2015 
 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  
State: 

• Senate, No. 2231 – Requires DHS to use and update NJ Elder Index and related data to 
the extent possible 

• Senate No. 2668 – Establishes “Gold Alert System” for missing persons with 
developmental disabilities. 

Federal: 
• Senate No. 192 – Re-authorization of the Older Americans Act of 2015. 

 
The committee also reviewed a resolution for the Board of Chosen Freeholders to show support 
of the Older Americans Act of 2015 re-authorization.  With the committees’ approval, the 
resolution will be presented at the April 22nd Freeholder Meeting.  
 
The members would like the endorsement on these bills and on the resolution. 
The members voted and approved the bills and the resolution.   

 
• On May 5, 2015, ACT (Advisory Councils Together) will be hosting a Legislative 

Advocacy Day in Trenton. Everyone is invited to attend.  
 
Planning & Program Review – Tom Pappas 
The subcommittee met on March 12, 2015 and discussed the results received on “The 2015 
Survey of Priority Needs” for the funding priorities. One thousand copies of the surveys were 
made and distributed to providers, care managers and nutrition sites, to be distributed to the 
consumers for their input. Over 300 responses were received.  The highest ranking priorities are 
listed below:  

1. Nutrition/Food Pantry Groceries: received 122 responses 
2. Transportation: 119 
3. Meals on Wheels: 92 
4. Employment: 78   
5. In-Home Health Care: 78 

All services are very valuable to the residents but these are considered to be most needed and 
valuable to them in order to remain in their homes for as long as possible. 
 
Community Relations – Ophelia Cruse 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, March 12, 2015 to discuss ACADV 
issues/concerns which should be shared with the public. The Committee agreed that information 
about the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Disabled (PAAD) should be shared with 
the public. Flyers on PAAD have been distributed to to Nutrition sites, Senior Housing facilities 
and Veterans offices. 
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MCCoOPO- Pat Giannetti 

• Guest speaker was Rachel Frett of “Senior Home Care Services” who explained that 
RN’s are available to make assessments and customize a plan of care to the clients 
needs. The top reason for hospital admission for seniors over the age of 65 is falls.  

• The luncheon will be held on Friday, September 25, 2015, at 11:15 a.m., at Zeris’ Inn. 
Reservations forms will be distributed at the May 15th meeting. 

 
Providers- Theresa Davis 

• A short presentation on Qualified Income Trust was made available at the Providers 
Meeting. To be eligible for Long Term Care Medicaid, the monthly income must be under 
$2,000.  Under the QIT, if you are over that amount, the excess amount can be put into a 
trust and when the client expires, the excess amount in the trust will be turned over to the 
State of New Jersey.  

 
Disability Community Report- Peter Gimbel 

• On June 28, 2015 DAWN CIL is hosting an event at Central Park from 12-4. 
• May 1 through May 3, the Abilities Expo is hosting a demontration on accessible vehicles, 

wheelchairs, related sports and  other accessible equipment that are related to 
disabilities, at the Expo Center in Edison. 

 
HSAC: Tom Pappas 

• The HSAC recommended that $152,103 be awarded to 5 agencies under the 2015 
Emergency Shelter Grant Program.  The program provides assistance for people 
experiencing homelessness.  

• On June 9, the MHSAAB and the Morris County Board of Chosen freeholders are hosting 
a forum on “Many Faces of Recovery-Creative Expressions”. The program will explain 
Human Services publicly funded programs. 

            
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on June 11, 2015.     
 
 


