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 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
Minutes, ACADV Meeting, April 14, 2016  

  
 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Matt Adamcyk 
Thomas Clark 
Pat Giannetti 
Robert Hughes 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Jeannette Perlman 
Roberta Schwartz 
Kathy Siegrist 
Lou Valori 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Kenneth Brenzel 
Tammi Brown 
Jennifer Carpinteri 
Alex Filomeno 
Pat Petrillo 
Maria Rosario 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:04 P.M. by Chairperson Richard Nyquist, followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the February 11, 2016 meeting.  
 
Public Comment 
Everyone in attendance introduced themselves and their affiliation. 
                              
Chairperson’s Report- Advisory Council members were reminded to please sign and return paperwork 
included in folder to Maria Rosario so we can update our records. 
 
Staff Reports:  
Director of Human Services - Jennifer Carpinteri 

• The last phase of the reorganization of our Department is currently in place in this building.  The 
County is now able to offer one stop one door delivery of all the services available in the 
community. 

• Also the update on Morris View Healthcare center is that the Freeholders are looking into the 
three options that are available:  
1. Sale 
2. Lease 
3. Stay as is 
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Director of Aging, Disabilities& Community Programming – Maria Rosario  
• May is “Older Americans Month” and this year’s theme is “Blaze a Trail”. The Administration for 

Community Living will use this opportunity to raise awareness about important issues facing older 
adults. They will also highlight the ways older Americans are advocating for themselves, their 
peers and their communities. 

• To celebrate Older Americans Month the County Clerk, Ann F. Grossi has established the Cecilia 
“Cissy” Laurey’s Senior Volunteer Award. A recognition ceremony will be held on Tuesday, May 
3rd from 10am to noon at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum. 

• The Seniors and Persons with Disabilities Art Show, sponsored by NORWESCAP, will be held on 
May 26, 2016 at the Morris County Free Library.  

• And it is requested all save the date: Monday, May 16 for County College’s annual senior 
celebration. Details will be furnished as soon as CCM provides them. 
 

Office Reports: 
ADRC- Maria Rosario 
Signed copies of the 2016 Older Americans Act (OAA), Grant-In-Aid (GIA) and Grant-In-Aid Senior 
Support (GIASS) sub-grants have been received from the providers and have been signed by the 
Freeholder Director. 
Information & Assistance and Case Management phone calls for January, February and March 2016 
totaled 554 calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 

• January:   137 
• February:  214 
• March:      203 

 
Nutrition-Tammi Brown 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
 
JANUARY: 
           Congregate Meals         7,591                                                   
          Home Delivered Meals                                       23,545 
          Weekend Meals                                                    1,850  
                                                           
           Total                32,986                                                          
 
FEBRUARY: 
          Congregate Meals                          7,591                                       
          Home Delivered Meals                                      23,649 
          Weekend Meals                                                   1,360  
 
          Total                                            32,600 
 
MARCH: 
 Congregate Meals         8,267 
            Home Delivered Meals                                     25,492 
 Weekend Meals                    1,400 
 
         Total        35,159 
 
Veterans- Ken Brenzel  
The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in January, February, and March:  

• Number of clients assisted:     156     
• Information supplied:      368 
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Committee Reports:   
Community Relations- Kathy Siegrist 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday March 10, 2016 to discuss ACADV 
issues/concerns which should be shared with the public. 
 
The Committee Relations discussed the following topics: 

• Morris County Office of Hispanic Affairs is offering free eye exams and assistance with electric 
and heating bills 

Flyers and brochures on information for the Morris County Office of Hispanic Affairs have been 
distributed to Nutrition Congregate sites, Senior Housing facilities, and Veteran organizations. 
 
Legislative Review- Lou Valori 
The Legislative Review Committee met on March 3, 2016. 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  

• Assembly, No. 414 -    Limits rent increases for certain senior citizens 
• Assembly, No. 985  -   Permits certain portion of municipal development  trust funds to be spent 

on housing affordability assistance to veterans 
•    Assembly, No. 1245 -   Increases income eligibility limits for PAAD and Senior Gold Prescription    

   Discount Program 
• Assembly, No. 4865 -   Requires DHS to ensure distribution to senior citizens of notice from 

Division of  Consumer Affairs concerning risks and prevention of fraud 
 
Also this committee would like to endorse the reinstatement of the NJ Commission on Aging.  
  
HSAC-Tom Pappas 

• Presentation was made by the Affordable Housing Alliance on utility bill payment assistance 
grants for those that have fallen behind on electric and/or gas bills.   

• The Division of Developmental Disabilities reported on their Supports Program funds services 
and supports for NJ adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities who live in a non-
licensed setting.  The Supports Program is part of the Division’s system-wide reform efforts.   

• The Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board reported discussion at the Joint PAC 
meeting on a stigma free initiative to get all of Morris County stigma free.  

             
MCCoOPO- Rich Nyquist 
We had a presentation from  Bill Moran from the Master Gardeners Speakers Bureau who spoke about 
the many public gardens in the tri-state area. 
And we also had the Morristown Shop Rite dietician Monica Hansen, who spoke at length of the many 
benefits from eating healthy. 
 
Planning/Program Review- Maria Rosario 
The subcommittee met on March 31, 2016 and discussed the results received on “The 2016 Survey of 
Priority Needs” for the funding priorities. One thousand copies were distributed to providers, care 
managers and nutrition sites, to be given to their consumers for ranking. Over 300 responses were 
received.  The highest ranking priorities are listed below:  
 

1. Dementia Tracking: received 155 responses 
2. Protective Services: 189 
3. Osteoporosis Prevention: 190 
4. Employment: 201   
5. Outreach for Caregivers: 211 

All services are very valuable to consumers but the rankings above are considered to be most important 
to consumers who wish to remain in their homes for as long as possible.  
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Providers- Maria Rosario 

• Legal Services of Morris County has instituted a pilot program to offer a one stop center for 
Domestic Violence victims which will offer social and legal services under one roof.  An attorney 
is being trained in California which has a thriving program, to implement program in Morris 
County. 

• Dawn offers Independent Living Skills Training to members to enhance their knowledge of 
programs, services, benefits and entitlements that may assist them in their goal of living 
independently. 
 

Public Announcements-  
• On Monday May 9, 2016 the Morris County Bar Association will offer a free walk-in legal clinic for 

Veterans from 1pm-4pm. No appointments needed. 
• Zufall provides a dental van for Veterans for screenings and cleanings twice a month at this 

building. 
• On Wednesday May 25, 2016 at 12 noon at the Administration building the Veteran’s Department 

will hold its annual medal ceremony honoring 10 veterans.  
Memorial Day Ceremony  

                               
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m. The next meeting 
will be held on June 9, 2016.     
 


