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 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
Minutes, ACADV Meeting, February 11, 2016  

  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Matt Adamcyk 
Pat Giannetti 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Jeannette Perlman 
Roberta Schwartz 
William Solomon 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Fay Campbell 
Jennifer Carpinteri 
Ophelia Cruse  
Maria Rosario 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:10 P.M. by Chairperson Richard Nyquist, followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the November 10, 2015 meeting.  
 
Public Comment 
Everyone in attendance introduced themselves and their affiliation. 
The Council announced that former member Emil Simonetti passed away in August. 
We also would like to wish Bob Hughes a speedy recovery and hope he will be back soon.  
                             
Chairperson’s Report- Advisory Council members are requested to please sign and return paperwork 
included in folder to Maria Rosario so we can update our records. 
 
Staff Reports:  
Director of Human Services - Jennifer Carpinteri 

• Welcomed the members and staff of the Advisory Council to the start of our 2016 year and 
commended us for our time and commitment. 

• The state announced that Lowell Ayres, Medicaid Director will be replaced by Valerie Harr.  
 

Director of Aging, Disabilities& Community Programming – Ophelia Cruse 
The State notified us about the following interesting recommendations from the 2017 Presidential 
proposed budget of 4.1 trillion spending over two years, which will have an impact on Health and Human 
Services: 
 

• 1 billion for new mandatory funding over 2 years to reduce opioid illnesses and addictions 
• 1 billion initiative to support  national “Moonshot”  funding to eliminate cancer 
• $115 million in new mandatory funding for mental health care 
• $14 million more  for Congregate and Home-Delivered Nutrition Programs 
• $2 million more for Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs) 
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• The State has developed a universal application for PAAD which will allow seniors to apply for 
PAAD, SLMB, (Medicare part B), Lifeline utility credit and a hearing aid program  

Also Cornerstone Family Programs terminated their Senior Services program effective1/31/16,  
which included Care Management, Senior Cents and Adult Day Care.  So they will have 
$106,000 monies left in their grant and today, we would like to recommend to the Council that the 
allocated funds be redistributed to the following providers so the same services can be provided 
without any interruptions to our Senior community: 

VNA can provide Adult Day Care Respite in the amount of $20,000. 

New Bridge Services can provide the Care Management in the  amount of $23,924. 
(Previously we requested the State to temporarily assign these cases to NewBridge.) 

Norwescap can offer the Senior Cents Program which will coincide with their Assurance program 
in the amount of $36,009. 
 
The Council approved all of the above after careful consideration.  

Office Reports: see attached  

ADRC- Maria Rosario   
Nutrition-Tammi Brown 
Veterans- Rich Nyquist  
Staff members read the annual report related to their area. 
     
Committee Reports:   
Community Relations- Rich Nyquist 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, December 10, 2015 to discuss  
ACADV issues/concerns which should be shared with the public.  
 
The Committee agreed that information about 2015 tax preparation dates and locations provided by 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) should be shared with the public.   
 
Flyers on tax preparation for 2015 have been distributed to Nutrition sites, Senior Housing facilities and 
Veterans offices. 
 
 
Legislative Review- Rich Nyquist 
The Legislative Review Committee met on December 18, 2015 
 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  

 
• Assembly, No. 4418 – Provides veterans with up to 60 credits tuition-free at County College, 

serving the County of residence. 
 
• Assembly, No. 2704- Requires each County to establish and maintain a Veteran’s Service Office. 

 
• Assembly, No. 3499- Increases amount of and income limit eligibility to receive to receive senior 

citizens’ and disabled persons’ property tax deduction. 
 

• Senate, No. 3056– Requires notifications for terminations of services to people with 
developmental disabilities and providers.   
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HSAC-Tom Pappas 
• The Division of Developmental Disabilities reported that there will be a webinar on February 25, 

2016 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for family members and students to help figure out DDD 
eligibility and services available to students after graduation.  To register for this webinar go to:  
http://pcil.org/event/ddd-webinar-feb-25/ 

• The Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory board reports the next Opiate Task Force 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19 at the Morris County Office of Temporary 
Assistance 
 

MCCoOPO- Rich Nyquist 
• November: TransOptions presented a program on Senior Driving Safety including: recognizing 

when it is time to hang up the keys, giving up night-time driving and the need to stay physically fit 
• December:  We held a pot luck Christmas luncheon and also sang carols. 
• January:  A member of the New Jersey Land Conservancy talked about their objective to 

purchase and save land from developers.  They also maintain community gardens which may be 
used by all for a nominal fee. 
 

Providers- Ophelia Cruse 
• Flyers for the VITA tax programs that Norwescap is offering is available 
• Push to Walk is sponsoring a “Texas Hold `Em Tournament”  on March 19th, to benefit a 

specialized gym for people with spinal cord injuries 
• Morris County Office of Hispanic Affairs is offering free eye exams once a month at the following 

locations: 
Dover-2nd Thursday  
Morristown- 3rd Thursday 
This will include a voucher for glasses with proof of income. They are also offering heating 
assistance for electric and heating bills. 
 

Public Announcements- 
Charles Jurgensen, Morris County Veteran Service Officer will be retiring on April 1, 2016. 
                               
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 1:52 p.m. The next meeting 
will be held on April 14, 2016.     
 

http://pcil.org/event/ddd-webinar-feb-25/

