
HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
Meeting Minutes 

May 25, 2011 
 

I. Call to Order – The May meeting of the Human Services Advisory Council 
(HSAC) was called to order at 5:35 p.m. by Shelia Carter, Human Services Staff 
Liaison. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions – Everyone was welcomed and introductions were 

made. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes – There was a motion to approve the April 27, 2011 
meeting minutes.  The motion to approve the April minutes was approved with no 
opposition and two abstentions. 

 
IV. County of Morris Department of Human Services – No Report 

 
V. County of Morris Planning and Development, Division of Community 

Development – Sabine von Aulock 
These meetings are a great way to share resources.  It has been very beneficial to 
attend the Human Services Advisory Council meetings and to learn nuances about 
Housing & Urban Development (HUD) changes, which are not always easily 
derived directly from them.   
 
There is new information on the Emergency Solutions Grants: 

- Emergency Solutions Grants were increased 35% or $138,130.  The 
Emergency Solutions grants increase reflects the Homeless Emergency 
and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act.  The HEARTH Act 
places new emphasis on Rapid Re-housing and prevention.   

- The Continuum of Care Funding is questionable.  The County did well on 
their application receiving $88,560.  Community Development will be 
administering this grant and Community Hope will be providing services 
to a homeless Veteran family with a mental health disability. 

 
VI. New Jersey Department of Human Services (NJDHS) – Luis Tamayo 

Commissioner Velez talked in front of the Senate on May 2.  There is much 
pressure regarding the Medicaid cuts.  The major change is the cut to the number 
of people eligible for Medicaid.  There will be close to 23,000 people that will no 
longer be eligible for Medicaid.  This is a very difficult position; however, is not 
yet settled.  By October the final decisions will be made. 
 
On June 13 there will be a Public hearing in Hamilton at 10:00 a.m.  There will be 
public testimony on the proposed Medicaid cuts.  Family Care and Medicaid cuts 
are public and NJDHS is asking for comments. 
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An e update (ECLIPS) will be send to the Human Services Directors and staff.  
Shelia Carter receives these updates and will forward to the Advisory Board. 
 
The New Jersey Departments of Community Affairs (DCA) and Human Services 
(DHS) announced a new special needs housing initiative aimed at creating 
affordable, supportive housing for 600 people with developmental disabilities by 
June 2013.  The initiative aligns with the State of New Jersey’s goal to help 
integrate people with special needs into the community whenever possible. 

 
Under the Special Needs Housing Partnership, DCA and DHS will seek to 
purchase three- or four-bedroom ranch style homes, two-bedroom condominiums 
and apartments to create supported-living arrangements for a minimum of 100 
people by December 31, 2011, an additional 200 people by June 30, 2012; and 
300 more people by June 30, 2013.  The goal is to move people, who are able 
from developmental centers to the community; who are on the DHS waiting list, 
or who require emergency community residential placements into appropriate 
housing faster than the State’s current process.  Service providers in the 
community will also be able to refer clients to this housing. 
 
This development of new homes is in response to closing Vineland.  There were 
hearings at Vineland last week and much testimony was given to keep it open.  
There were also a few editorials in the newspapers about shifting the money saved 
by closing any centers into the communities.  There is a need for more folks to 
move to community living.    This is part of the effort to comply with the 
Olmstead Act.  There is still a long way to go.  Yesterday the RFP came out and 
the response is due by June 15.   
 
There will be a Director’s meeting on June 3.  The agenda will mainly be focused 
on the budget and the closure of facilities.  Believe there will be discussion on the 
Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Law (IOC). 
 
Mr. Tamayo stated that the next State HSAC meeting is on June 17. 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities – No Report 
 
Ms. Delaney stated there are seven developmental centers which house about 400 
people at each with the average age of 50 years old.  This consumes about 65% of 
the budget.  At some of these centers there are abandoned buildings on the 
property.  Perhaps it would be possible to fix up some of these abandoned 
buildings and making new housing out of some of these already existing 
buildings.   Ms. Delaney is trying to get parents to invest in homes for their loved 
ones.  As a parent would plan for college for their child a parent must also plan 
the future for their disabled loved ones. 
 
Ms. Delaney told her family story how 13 years ago her and her husband invested 
a small amount of money to enhance their son’s life.  Her son, Bob, was 32 years 
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old and worked for Employment Horizons.  Employment Horizons provides work 
for those with special needs.  Their son has had a full life between working and 
being involved in many different social activities.  Mr. & Mrs. Delaney needed to 
find a home for Bob.  They were told they couldn’t use the money Bob got to buy 
a home.  Ms. Delaney met with Dr. Robert Nicholas and with his help the families 
were able to pull things together.  There were four families that wanted to buy a 
home for their children.  They put together their money and purchased a home for 
their children.  The four families purchased a home and formed a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC) and got covered by insurance.   The families are able to 
use their children’s social security towards clothing and food.  Easter Seals acts as 
their intermediary and handles the payment to the house workers.  The families 
pick the staff and often give the workers special bonuses out of their own pockets.  
This group home for Bob and four others has worked out beautifully for 13 years 
now.  The people in the house act as a family.  They share chores and look out for 
each other.  Mrs. Delaney is trying to spread the word what families can do to 
help their loved ones if they work together.   
 
Today there are over 8,000 people on the waiting list for housing already.  If 
people want their children to get in a home it is mainly through self determination 
that it can work it out.  Families should consider working with other families to 
get their child into a home, a condo, or even an apartment. There are meetings 
held monthly (family forums) at the Morris County Library for families to 
network and learn from each other.  Ms. Delaney is sharing Bob’s story and 
letting other families know how this model can also work for them.  Jennifer 
Velez asked Ms. Delaney to be on the Housing Panel. 
 
Ms. Buchanan stated that Morris County is one of the first counties to bring 
families together and hold these family forums.  There is much frustration among 
the families since resources aren’t there for many families.  Providers have also 
been coming to the table.  These meetings are great since dialogue is going on and 
families are getting together and networking.   
 

VII. N. J. Department of Children and Families (DCF) – 
Ms. Carter read the statistics given by Elizabeth McGovern: 

- Morris East     -      76 new referrals 
- Morris West    -    125 new referrals 
- Total         201 new referrals 
 

VIII. Staff Report – Shelia Carter 
The Human Services funding process is underway.  The Invitations to submit the 
Requests for Funding Applications were sent out on May 6.  The renewals went 
out on May 20.  All applications need to be returned by June 24.   
 
Agency monitorings will start shortly.  The Program Review committee members 
are requested to sign up to go on monitorings.  Most the monitorings will be held 
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in July and August.  This is a good time for monitorings since more than half the 
year is complete.   
 

IX. Subcommittee Reports – 
CEAS/COC – Linda Csengeto 
The Continuum of Care (COC) has a section for Emergency Disaster 
Preparedness for Agencies.  Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) are looking for this in the COC.  Agencies 
were asked to look at their plan.  The Office of Emergency Management will be 
testing the Public Health Emergency Notification System by sending out an email 
to all agencies and checking the response time. 
 
Data analysis of the Point-In-Time information was discussed by  
Diane Wentworth, PhD, Professor at Farleigh Dickinson.  Dr. Wentworth 
provided some of the highlights of their data analysis.  There was a 
recommendation to group similar questions together on the survey. 
 
The Data Collection Committee met on April 12.  Shelia Carter is chairing the 
Committee and Allison Wise was selected as Vice Chair.  It was requested that 
the person responsible for Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) 
data collection within each agency as well as a person in authority attend these 
meetings.  The 2011 Housing Inventory Instructions were discussed along with 
common data entry problems related to completing the Housing Inventory.  The 
deadline for submitting the County of Morris Housing Inventory to Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) is May 31.  The next meeting will be on June 14, 
2011. 
 
The COC Subcommittee discussed the application process and homeless plan.  
There was a suggestion at the COC meeting to update/redo the Homeless Plan.  
The hope is to engage Monarch to help with this effort. 
 
At the CEAS Provider’s Subcommittee meeting, Abdul Staten, Education 
Coordinator for the Morris County Sexual Assault Center, gave a presentation on 
the services provided by their office. 
 
During the April Cross Systems Review Subcommittee, the Mental Health 
Association of Morris County showed the compiled power Point of all 
participating Cross Systems members.  The slides consisted of a snap shot of what 
each agency does and contact information.  Data collection was also discussed.  
They will be keeping track of trends and gaps that are present in the cases 
discussed each month. 
 
In May, Dr. Kate Cummings will speak about Coming to Grips with Loss: 
Normalizing the Grief Process. 
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Western Pest Control, Manager, Mark Buck, gave a presentation on Bed Bug 
Prevention. 
 
Program Review Committee – Charles LaRussa 
The Committee met prior to this meeting. The new Emergency Solutions Grant 
program was rewritten with a 60 percent cap on essential services and operating 
costs. Based on a preliminary figure of an anticipated increase in funding equaling 
$138,130, the cap would equal $82,878, leaving $55,252 towards prevention.   
 
The agencies that applied for this funding were ranked by the committee and 
funds were given according to their ranking contingent upon availability of funds. 
 
A motion to accept the Program Committee’s funding recommendations was 
passed with one abstention and no opposition.  
 

X. Advisory Committee Reports – 
YSAC – Liz Manley 
There is one action item which is a letter of support for Assembly Bill No. A1561 
which establishes education alternatives to prosecution for certain juveniles who 
are charged with a criminal offense for posting sexually suggestive or sexually 
explicit photographs or who engage in the behavior commonly know as “sexting” 
in which these pictures are transmitted via cell phone. 
 
The Planning subcommittee will be meeting twice a month to work on the 2012 – 
2014 Juvenile Justice Commission Plan.  The next meeting is June 13 at  
10:00 a.m. at Morris County Department of Human Services (MCDHS), 30 
Schuyler Place, 3rd Floor, Morristown. 
 
The Systems Review subcommittee will be meeting next on Monday, June 27, at 
9:30 a.m. at Caring Partners, 200 Valley Road, Arlington. 
 
The Legislative subcommittee is reviewing Assembly Bill No A1561.  Their next 
meeting is Tuesday, July 12, at 10:00 a.m. at MCDHS, 30 Schuyler Place, 3rd 
Floor, Morristown. 
 
The Juvenile Firesetter Prevention Program subcommittee reviewed surveys that 
followed education sessions.  Their next meeting will be on Thursday, June 9, at 
10:00 a.m. at MCDHS, 30 Schuyler Place, 3rd Floor, Morristown. 
 
The Disproportionate Minority Concerns next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 6, at 11:00 a.m. at the MCDHS, 30 Schuyler Place, 3rd Floor, 
Morristown. 
 
Announcements were made that Saint Clare’s Intensive Outpatient Program (IOP) 
is accepting referrals from Sparta and Denville.  Family Intervention Services,  
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Inc. (FIS) is having a workshop for Adoptive Parents on June 6, 2011 from  
6:00 p.m.  – 8:00 p.m.  Call FIS at (973) 586-5243 for further information. 
 
The next YSAC Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 16, 2011 at 2:30 p.m. at 
340 W. Hanover Ave., Morristown, ground floor conference room. 
 
Workforce Investment Board – David Hollowell 
There will be an open meeting tomorrow at the Public Safety Training Academy 
(PSTA) at 500 West Hanover Avenue in Parsippany.  The Department of Labor 
had a webcast that talked about job clubs and unemployment support groups.  
They are trying to work with the local churches and start some of these clubs and 
groups in this area. 
 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Advisory Board – Charles LaRussa 
Sylvia Lippe, from Family Service of Morris County, gave a presentation on the 
Intoxicated Driver Resource Center (IDRC) that is run by Family Service of 
Morris County.   
 
On June 1 there will be an Anti-Bullying seminar at the Meadow Wood Manor in 
Randolph from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Dr. S. Green and Dr. M. Green will be the 
presenters.   
 
The State Division of Addiction Services met on March 12 in Hamilton and is 
working on their three year plan. 
 
Valerie Larosiliere, Acting Assistant Commissioner, New Jersey Department of 
Mental Health Services,  responsibilities will be extended to now also cover 
Northern New Jersey. 
 
Ms. Becker stated that the Public Forum will be held on June 2 from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. at the Ukrainian Center in Whippany. The Morris County Co-Occurring 
Task Force will have training on the Psychology & Treatment of Cross 
Addictions on June 24 at the Ukrainian Center in Whippany from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  There are 6 CEU’s pending for this training.  Fliers for both events are 
in your folders.   
 
Ms. Buchanan stated that the “Parents Who Host Lose Most” campaign is raising 
awareness related to the consequences of allowing underage drinking in the home.  
It is a criminal offense in New Jersey to allow underage drinking in the home.  
There was supplemental funding put through to the Alliances for this campaign.  
There are some new very innovative programs.   
 
Council on Aging, Disabilities and Veterans – No Report 
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Morris, Sussex, Warren HIV/AIDS Committee – Robert Armstrong 
The Newark Eligible Metropolitan Area (NEMA) HIV Health Services Planning 
Council met on May 18 and is continuing its Needs Assessment at the committee 
level including collection of survey data from HIV service providers with an in-
depth focus on Youth, Mental Health and Early Intervention Services.  They 
completed a review of the 2009-2011 Comprehensive Health Plan in preparation 
for creating a 2012 - 2014 document.  A training session was held on Ryan White 
Part B services, the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) and Early 
Intervention Services strategies.  It is estimated that in our five county region of 
Morris, Sussex, Warren, Essex and Union counties there are approximately 3,500 
people that are infected with HIV and don’t know it.  Recent research has shown 
that nearly all new infections are transmitted from people who are not in 
treatment.  The Planning Council will meet again on June 15 in Newark. 
 
The Morris, Sussex, Warren AIDS Advisory Committee met on May 24.  The 
Committee Chair, Bill Shapiro, is attending an HIV Case Management conference 
in Atlanta this week.  Joann McInery of New Jersey Aids Services (NJAS) 
reported that the May 1 AIDS Walk in Morristown was the most successful to 
date.  Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen was in attendance.  This year Five NJ 
AIDS Walks were held simultaneously.  There are plans to expand this to seven 
or eight statewide locations next year, with Newark being one of the projected 
sites.  The Tri-County AIDS Advisory Committee will meet next on June 14 at 
New Jersey Aids Services on the Greystone Property. 
 
The United Way Child Care Management Quality and Capacity Team – 
Mr. Bashe stated he is working with the United Way Success by 6 Committee.  
This committee has been in place for 10 years.  The Child Care Management 
Quality and Capacity Team is a Committee of the United Way Success by 6 
which focuses on children and child care.  The Team is taking a global look at 
child care related issues.  They will do a needs assessment and a strategic plan.  
They are also looking at services in the county and how to improve them.   
 
There are many centers that are struggling financially.  It is believed that much of 
this struggle is due to the current economy.  In order to use the child care 
vouchers both parents have to be working or going to school 30 hours each a 
week.  Due to the current economy many parents have had their hours cut back 
and lost their jobs and are no longer able to use the child care vouchers.  This cut 
back has put a strain on many child care centers. 
 
United Way’s Child Care Management Quality and Capacity Team have 
facilitated some mergers of child care centers to try to help keep the centers open.  
They are working with the Program Directors to help them try to figure out how 
to reduce their costs.  They are also trying to educate the community on the 
importance of child care.   
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XI. Old Business –  None 
 

XII. New Business – 
Rebekka Zydel stated that the Governor’s Council on Early Childhood has 
committees working on quality improvement.  They have some funds.  The 
Governor’s Council is tackling The Department of Educations Website.  There 
will be a hearing on June 3. The pilot program is done. 
 
Ms. Zydel also mentioned that the State Childcare Plan is on the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) website.  There is information on the state plans 
regarding vouchers and such.  Shelia Carter will distribute this information via 
email.   
 
Jeff Bashe stated that an announcement was made that Race to the Top Stage 3 
Federal Funding is available for education improvement.  This is sponsored by the 
Department of Education and the Department of Human Services.  There is $500 
million out to bid to the states focusing on early childhood education.  Each State 
is trying to put together a proposal to get some of this funding.   
 
Michelle Roers stated that on June 21 is the United Way’s Day of Action.  They 
are trying to fill food pantries.  Many food pantries are very low in the 
summertime.  For further information on United Way’s Day of Action call  
Doris Thomas at (973) 993-1160 x111. 
 
In the White House Mrs. Obama is encourage the mentoring program.  They are 
trying to get 1 million new mentors.   The United Way offers a free mentoring 
training program and are trying to recruit 100 new people.  For further 
information please call the United Way at (973) 993-1160. 
 

XIII. Public Comment – None 
 

XIV. Adjournment –  
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
   Patricia Mocarski 
   Program Development Aide 
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Delaney, Nancy  Citizen Representative 
Hollowell, David Citizen Representative 
LaRussa, Charles Mental Health Association 
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McKeithen, Kathy Citizen Representative 
Melo, Mary Jane  Citizen Representative/MHSAAB 
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Pappas, Thomas Citizen Representative 
Roers, Michelle United Way of Northern NJ 
Walker, David Morristown Neighborhood House 
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Laureys, Cecilia    Citizen Representative 
Merz, Debi Citizen Representative 
Oexle, Kenneth Citizen Representative 
Tietjen, Susan Citizen Representative/MHSAAB 
Wilson, Ruth Commerce Bank 
  
State DHS – Present Affiliation: 
Tamayo, Luis State Department of Human Services  
  
MC Community Development Present Affilliation: 
Sabine Von Aulock MC Community Development 
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Becker, Laurie MC Department of Human Services 
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