
 
 

HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
Meeting Minutes 
March 23, 2011 

 
I. Call to Order – The March meeting of the Human Services Advisory Council (HSAC) 

was called to order at 5:45 p.m. 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions – Everyone was welcomed and introductions were made. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes – There was a motion to approve the February 23, 2011 minutes.  
The motion was approved with no opposition and no abstentions. 

 
IV. Effect of Reduction in Emergency Food & Shelter Funding Presentation –  

Carol DeGraw, Jodi Miciak, United Way of Northern New Jersey, Morris County  
Ms. DeGraw gave the committee history on how the United Way of Northern New 
Jersey is involved in the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP).  The EFSP 
began in 1983 with a $50 million federal appropriation.  The program was created by 
Congress to meet the needs of the hungry and homeless people throughout the United 
States and its territories by allocating federal funds for the provision of food and 
shelter.  During its 28 years of operation, the program distributed over $3.6 billion to 
over 13,000 local providers in more than 2,500 counties and cities. 
 
The program is governed by a National Board composed of representatives from the 
American Red Cross; Catholic Charities, USA; The Jewish Federations of North 
America; The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; The Salvation 
Army; and United Way Worldwide.  The Board is chaired by a representative of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  The National Board selects 
jurisdictions for funding, 
 
The National Board selected United Way Worldwide as the Secretariat and fiscal agent 
to perform the necessary administrative duties for the Board.  Local Boards are 
convened in those qualifying jurisdictions to determine the highest need and best use of 
funds and to select Local Recipient Organizations (LROs) that will provide emergency 
food and shelter services.  Local representatives of the National Board member 
agencies must be invited to serve on the Local Board. 
 
The State Set-Aside Committee considers jurisdictions which have documented 
measures of need that are not adequately reflected in the unemployment or poverty 
data, areas experiencing drastic economic changes such as plant closings, and areas 
with high levels of unemployment or poverty.  Morris County’s award is determined by 
the New Jersey State Set-Aside Committee. 
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Emergency Food and Shelter Funds may be used for: 
- Food, in the form of served meals or groceries. 
- Lodging in a mass shelter or hotel. 
- One month’s rent or mortgage payment. 
- One month’s utility bill. 
- Minimal repairs to allow a mass feeding or sheltering facility to function during 

the program year. 
- Equipment necessary to shelter people, up to a $300 limit per item. 

 
Morris County’s identified priorities are for mass shelter, rent, mortgage and utility 
payments.  Through ESFP in 2010 Morris County distributed $61,167 to the community. 
  
Jodi Miciak stated that Congress has not passed the appropriations bill and one thing on 
the chopping block is the EFSP.  The United Way of Northern New Jersey is joining a 
National effort to advocate for this funding.  They are looking to cut the total EFSP 
funding from $200 million to $100 million.  The United Way is trying to get folks to 
advocate for keeping this funding.  They would like people to write to the Governor on 
behalf of keeping EFSP funding at the current level to help our communities.  With the 
growing unemployment and many folks struggling to stay in their homes the people in 
the community really need this assistance.       
 
Ken Oexle drafted a letter to go to Senator Lautenberg, Senator Menendez and 
Congressman Frelinghuysen advocating the continuation of funding the Emergency Food 
and Shelter Program at the current level and asked for support for this legislative 
appropriation. 
 
Mr. Oexle thanked the United Way for their presentation and suggested that folks call 
their local representatives directly on March 28 to advocate for keeping this funding.   
  

V. County of Morris Department of Human Services – Mary Jo Buchanan,  
Laurie Becker 
Ms. Buchanan wishes to thank Laurie Becker for representing our Department at the 
State Human Services Director’s meeting. 
 
The Natural High Skating event is tomorrow, March 24, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
the Mennen Arena in Morris Township.  There are approximately 500 registered.   
 
On Monday a delegation from China is being hosted here.  They are interested in how 
the county provides services to the community.  Ms. Buchanan will give a presentation 
to them on the services provided by Morris County. 
 
On April 28 there will be the 8th Annual Conference for Not-For-Profit Organizations 
entitled “Strengthening Our Community”.  This conference is from 8:30 a.m. to 
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1:30 p.m. at the Meadow Wood Manor in Randolph, New Jersey.  The conference will 
have three breakout sessions: 

- Using Social Media for Your Nonprofit 
- Critical Financial Information for Your Nonprofit Organization 
- Morris County Collaboration on Foreclosure. 
 

Seating is limited and a $5 (in advance) nonrefundable registration fee is requested.   If 
there is ample room, registrations will also be taken at the door.  The cost for 
registrations at the door will be $10.  This conference is presented by TD Bank and 
sponsored by the Morris County Department of Human Services, The Morris County 
Chamber of Commerce, Sobel & Co., LLC, New Jersey Natural Gas and the United 
Way of Northern New Jersey.   The registrations will be taken through the Chamber of 
Commerce and an email will be going out shortly announcing the conference and 
registration procedures.   
 
Ms. Becker stated that two funding applications have been received in response the 
Request for Proposal from the State of New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services 
for Supportive Housing Services for Persons at-risk of homelessness and those coming 
out of psychiatric hospitals.  The MHSAAB is reviewing these proposals.  They have 
already sent in one letter of recommendation to the State Division of Mental Health 
Services and are working on the second.  Housing is a huge priority and the committee 
feels strongly about advocating for Supportive Housing Services in this county.   

 
VI. County of Morris Planning and Development, Division of Community 

Development – 
Ms. Carter read the following report, submitted by Sabine VonAulock, into record: 
 
The Division of Community Development requested a 30 day extension of its 
submission to Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the 2011 Annual Action 
Plan, which is an annual compilation of all the grant activities that were recommended 
for funding. 
 
Although all three programs: Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnerships, and Emergency Solutions Grant programs have been ranked 
and received recommended funding levels by the review committees, it was determined 
by the Regional Coordinators that there were too many questions around the federal 
budget to be able to make any solid decisions about which activities to fund and the 
recommended amounts. 
 
The 2011 budget continues to be under a Continuing Resolution, this time extending 
until April 8.  With each continuing resolution, there are additional cuts to domestic 
programs. 
 
Congress is in recess this week so lobbying efforts, at home, are underway. 
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As of March 4, there was a proposed increase to the 2010 funding levels of Emergency 
Shelter Grant (ESG).  There is no evidence to have confidence in this proposal.  The 
status of the HEARTH Act is in limbo as well. 

 
VII. New Jersey Department of Human Services Report – Luis Tamayo 

On March 4 the Human Services Directors met and there discussion focused on the 
budget.   Left open was the question on the $2 million that the Division of Mental 
Health will receive for the Involuntary Outpatient Commitment (IOC) Law.  This $2 
million is really just to begin the planning process. 
 
There was a presentation made on the dedicated voucher program at the Human 
Services Director’s meeting.  The Division of Family Development (DFD) is 
considering revising the system.  The HSAC presented a letter to DFD Director, 
Jeanette Paige-Hawkins on this subject.  The HSAC’s position is to maintain its ability 
to make recommendations to DFD as local representatives of the community.  This new 
policy is not yet settled but should be settled before June 30. Jeanette Paige-Hawkins is 
fielding information on these issues.   
 
In earlier report stated that 1400 adults were to be taken off the roles of NJ Family Care 
as of July 1.  These to be taken off are those that are those that are childless adults.  The 
concern here was for those that are critically ill.  This issue is not settled and there is 
hope that the coverage for those adults that are critically ill might be negotiated back.   
 
The State HSAC meeting is changed to April 8. 
 
There are efforts for a Global Waiver for Medicaid restructuring and some other 
changes.  The Director of Medicaid, Valerie Harwood, spoke on that subject at the 
meeting.  Some states have already approved the waiver and that means that some will 
be coming off the roles.   
 
The Senate Budget Committee will meet on April 2 and the State Budget Committee 
will meet on April 7. 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) –  
Ms. Buchanan mentioned that was an article in the newspaper about efforts to fund help 
families with disabled loved ones with $10,000-$15,000 per family to help them care 
for their disabled loved ones in their home.  This is federal money.  Ms. Buchanan said 
the Division had a big meeting with Dawn Hall Apgar, Deputy Commission.  There 
were about 100 folks showed up at this meeting in support of this funding that will be 
coming down the pike.  Thanks to all those that turned out to advocate for this funding.   
 

VIII. N. J. Department of Children and Families (DCF) and Division of Youth and 
Family Services – Elizabeth McGovern 
The 2nd Floor Youth Helpline 1-888-222-2228 is available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week to children and young adults ages 10-24.  The program is designed to provide 
universal, toll-free, confidential telephone assistance that offers immediate interactive, 
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respectful helpline services with linkage to appropriate information and resources.  
Young people can contact this helpline to talk to trained adults on any topic they 
choose.  They have called to talk about topics such as substance abuse, sexuality and 
peer relationships.  Of the calls fielded last year, bullying was the fastest growing 
category.  This helpline was part of a broad plan that was rolled out to help prevent 
crime and deter gang involvement in New Jersey by investing in key prevention 
programs serving at-risk youth in communities experiencing a high incidence of 
violence and gang activity. 
 
Statistics for DYFS for February 2011 

- Morris East –    91 new referrals 
- Morris West – 121 new referrals 

   Total                212 new referrals 
 

These numbers are almost the same at the January numbers.  March, however, is usually 
a higher period.   
 
Morris Office is having their quality review from April 24-29.  There is a lot going on.  
The review team will be looking at the office records.  They will have assistance with the 
review from an agency from Alabama, however, most the review is done by in state 
community providers and staff. 

 
IX. Subcommittee Reports – Linda Csengeto 

The Fair Housing Committee reports that they are continuing to work on a video on 
housing discrimination for people with disabilities.  County College of Morris is 
assisting with this project.  The Committee will be having another Truth in Renting 
Panel on June 1, 2011.  It will be held at the Morris Senior Center, 200 South Street, 3rd 
Floor, Morristown.  The Panel will include two attorneys, a realtor and a property 
manager. 
 
The United Way’s Housing Alliance will be contacting public officials to set up 
meetings regarding budget issues in the state and nationally, specifically, looking at 
funding for State Rental Assistance Programs (S-RAPS) and the Housing Trust Fund.   
 
There was discussion on having the CEAS/COC Meeting on alternating months and the 
Subcommittees meetings on the other months.  Meetings for the Homeless Planning 
subcommittee will be scheduled as needed.  April’s meeting will be for two 
subcommittees. 
 
There was also discussion on using a Measurement Tool to provide a uniform way for 
agencies to report what is being accomplished (key activities) by the agency towards 
the goal of Ending Homelessness (this will show outcomes to assist with the Homeless 
Planning Report).  Presented was the United Ways Outcome Measurement Logic 
Model.  There will be one Logic Model developed for CEAS/COC containing each 
agency’s input. 
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X. Advisory Committee Reports 
Youth Services Advisory Committee (YSAC) – No Report 
 
Work Force Investment Board – No Report 
 
Mental Health Substance Abuse Advisory Board – Charles LaRussa  
Part of the Governor’s 2012 proposal includes changes in how detox funding is 
managed.  The current system of allocating dollars to the counties provides the most 
effective and most cost efficient methodology for delivering “on-demand” medically 
and clinically necessary detox services while at the same time monitoring dollar and 
service utilization.  The current system already operates on a fee-for-service basis with 
medical and clinical necessity decisions appropriately being made by the approved 
treating facility and licensed professionals delivering care.   

 
As part of the Governor’s proposal the whole pot of money for detox funding would be 
centralized and managed by the State.  Centralizing this service statewide significantly 
interferes with the necessary access to immediate services for our clients.  The nature of 
the illness demands immediate attention and accessibility which is paramount to 
engaging the client in treatment and facilitating readiness to change.   
 
Mr. Tamayo stated that there would be $125,000 in savings for the first six months with 
this service be centralized and managed by the state. There would be less discrepancy 
in the rates charged and thus an efficiency savings. 

 
Ms. Becker stated that there is currently not a system in place for managing these 
services at the State level.  The Division of Addiction Services (DAS) would need to 
develop that system at a higher cost which would likely require a diversion of direct 
service dollars to fund the development of an unnecessary process. 

 
At the MHSAAB meeting the committee voted to support this rationale and advocate 
for keeping the system as it is.  They presented these points at the Addictions Service 
Director’s Association meeting on March 11 and brought an advocacy letter to 
Commissioner Velez from the Association. Letters were drafted from all Addiction 
Services Directors to Commissioner Velez and others to keep this money locally and to 
keep the present system in place.  There a statewide discussion on this issue.  It is 
important to express a collective concern about changing the current system.   This was 
a proposal and is not yet definite.  Thus it is important to get these advocacy letters out 
before the May 2 Senate hearings and before the April 7 Assembly hearings.   
 
Council on Aging, Disabilities & Veterans – Tom Pappas 
AARP has announced their 5th Annual Women’s Scholarship Program.  Women must 
be over the age of 41, be able to demonstrate financial need and enrolled in an 
accredited school or technical program within 6 months of the scholarship award date.  
Applications are due by March 31st.  For more information, go to 
www.aarp.org/womenscholarship. 
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There are free tax information and preparation sites throughout the County.  
Information is available in the Resource Room at 340 West Hanover Avenue, Morris 
Township, Department of Human Services Building. 
 
On February 1st the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) opened a toll-free National 
Caregiver Support Line.  This is a resource and referral center.  The line will soon be 
open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:30 a.m. to  
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time.  The toll free number is 1-855-260-3274. 
 
Community Hope has a 95 bed transitional housing program that serves homeless 
veterans recovering from mental illness and/or substance abuse.  The home is located 
on the grounds of the VA Medical Center in Lyons, NJ.  For further information on 
Community Hope’s transitional housing program for veterans call (973) 462-9400. 
 
Morris, Sussex, Warren HIV Advisory – Bob Armstrong 
The Newark Eligible Metropolitan Area (NEMA) HIV Health Services Planning 
Council is currently preparing a 2011 Needs Assessment.  The 2011 Needs Assessment 
is focusing on three major areas: 1) a study of Ryan White clients who dropped out of 
care 2) youth (the 13-24 year old category has been expanded to 13-30) with special 
focus on transgendered, men who have sex with men and minority youth; and 3) could 
mental health services be provided under another funding source. 
 
The following is the newly released Epidemiological Profile for our region covering 
Morris Sussex, Warren, Union and Essex counties.   
 
Within NEMA there are approximately 13,000 people living with HIV/AIDS 
(PLWHA).  About 75% of those people live in Essex County, most of who live in 
Newark.  About 5% of PLWHA are in Morris County.  This population has been 
increasing about 2% annually over the last decade; however, since 2008 there has been 
a slight decline both in existing and newly diagnosed cases of HIV and AIDS.  The 
Planning Council does not have an explanation for the decline in cases.  Is the epidemic 
decreasing in our area or are we not adequately identifying those who are infected? 
 
PLWHA are living longer and the population is aging.  62% are over 45 years old (up 
from 54% in 2006).  55+ is the fastest growing age category.  Age 35-44 is the fastest 
declining category. 
 
In Morris-Sussex-Warren counties, regarding race/ethnicity of PLWHA:  59% White; 
20% African American; 18% Hispanic as compared to Essex County: 78% African 
American; 14% Hispanic and 7% white. 
 
Regarding exposure categories and modes of transmission: NEMA wide #1 
heterosexual; #2 intervenes drug use; #3 men who have sex with men; whereas with 
males in Morris-Sussex-Warren counties #1 men who have sex with men; #2 
heterosexual transmission; #3  intervenes drug use. 
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Those who are HIV positive and those with an AIDS diagnosis are about 50-50%. 
NEMA wide: 60% are male; 40% female.  In Morris-Sussex-Warren counties: about 
70% male; 30% female. 
 
The most interesting statistic is that there is a 68% decrease in people who are newly 
diagnosed as HIV positive in Morris-Sussex-Warren counties from 2007 to 2009.  (34 
people in 2007; 11 people in 2009).  New AIDS diagnosis in Morris-Sussex-Warren is 
down 52%.  The Planning Council cautions not to make any conclusions of success just 
yet.  It is possible that we are not adequately identifying those infected.  More study is 
needed. 
 
On May 9 – 11 a group from Hope House will be traveling to Washington, DC to meet 
with legislators as a follow up to AIDSWatch, a national effort, which took place in 
February. 
 
The Tri-County HIV Advisory Committee met non March 22nd at New Jersey AIDS 
Services (NJAS) Greystone office and will meet on Tuesday, April 26th at Hope House 
in Dover. 
 
Mr. Hollowell mentioned that he feels that better education has played a strong role in 
the reductions of HIV/AIDS in this County.  There is lot of education and ongoing 
awareness happening in this county. 
 

XI. Old Business 
Mr. Oexle mentioned there has been some discussion about possibly moving the 
meeting time earlier possibly to 5:30 p.m.  Please consider this for further discussion at 
the next meeting. 
 

XII. New Business 
Family Service of Morris County (FSMC) is having two upcoming trainings through 
the Intensive Senior Support Advisory Committee:  Understanding Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse in Senior Adults on April 21, 2011 and Domestic Violence: Abuse in 
Later Life on May 12, 2011.  For further information call Nancy Getty at 
 (973) 538-5260 or email ngetty@fsmc.org.  FSMC will be celebrating their 49th 
Annual Spring Ball: An Island Paradise on May 14, 2011.  Also upcoming will be their 
200th year of service celebration. 
 
Michelle Roers stated that Leadership Morris as part of the Chamber of Commerce 
marched in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade and raised about $10,000 to help the 
Veterans.     
 
The New Jersey Kids Count Report came out today.  The link will be forwarded to the 
committee shortly.  
 

XIII. Public Comment – None 
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XIV. Adjournment –   

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Patricia Mocarski 
Program Development Aide 
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ATTENDANCE 

HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL – March   23, 2011 
 

Members Present: Affiliation: 
Armstrong, Robert Citizen Representative/HIV 
Bashe, Jeffrey Citizen Representative 
Csengeto, Linda CEAS/COC Representative/OTA 
Hollowell, David Citizen Representative/WIB 
LaRussa, Charles Citizen Representative 
Laureys, Cecilia    Citizen Representative 
McKeithen, Kathy Citizen Representative 
Melo, Mary Jane  Citizen Representative 
Miller, Debby Citizen Representative  
Oexle, Kenneth Citizen Representative 
Pappas, Thomas Citizen Representative 
Roers, Michelle United Way of Northern NJ 
  
Members Absent: Affiliation: 
Brands, Marcia Citizen Representative 
Delaney, Nancy  Citizen Representative 
Guevara, Xiomara Hispanic Affairs 
Manley, Elizabeth Caring Partners/YSAC 
Merz, Debi Citizen Representative 
Tietjen, Susan Citizen Representative/MHSAAB 
Walker, David Morristown Neighborhood House 
Wilson, Ruth Commerce Bank 
Zydel, Rebekka Child & Family Resources 
  
State DCF – Present Affiliation: 
Elizabeth McGovern DYFS/DCF 
  
State DHS – Present Affiliation: 
Tamayo, Luis State Department of Human Services  
  
MCDHS - Present: Affiliation: 
Becker, Laurie MC Department of Human Services 
Buchanan, Mary Jo MC Department of Human Services 
Carter, Shelia MC Department of Human Services 
Fetzer-Mocarski, Patricia MC Department of Human Services 
  
Guests – Present Affiliation: 
DeGraw, Carol United Way of Northern NJ 
Falcone, Lisa Mental Health Association of Morris County 
Miciak, Jodi United Way of Northern NJ 
 


