
MINUTES 
MORRIS COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (YSAC) 

Morris County Human Services Building, 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor 
Conference Room, Morristown, New Jersey 

March 15, 2012 
 

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair person Juli Harpell-Elam at 2:35 PM.  Members present: 
Terri Belske 
Lila Bernstein 
Tina Bibbo 
Michelle Borden (arrived late) 
Christopher Burkhart 
Sandra Gogerty (arrived late) 
Juli Harpell-Elam 
Elizabeth Jacobson 
David Johnston 
Rose Marie Kill 
Sylvia Lippe 

Elizabeth Manley 
Susan O’Donnell 
Frank Pinto 
Claudia Salomon 
Jim Saylor 
Laura Siemonsma-Bertelli 
Jaime Simon 
Abdul Staten 
Ingrid Vaca-Bullaro 
Jeena Williams 
Linda Wolk

 
Also in attendance: 
 Kathy Pross, Morris/Sussex Youth Advocate Program 
 Lisa Villano, Saint Clare’s Behavioral Health 
 Shannon Busch, High Focus Centers 
 
Staff in attendance: 
 Rachelle Farese 

 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On motion of member Christopher Burkhart, seconded by member Liz Manley, the committee approved 
the minutes of February 16, 2012 regular meeting with one (1) abstention. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
By Law Amendment Review 
Rachelle Farese presented the amended by laws at the February 16, 2012 meeting.  No additional 
discussion or revisions were necessary.  A motion was made by Jim Saylor to approve the amended by 
laws as distributed at the February 16, 2012 YSAC meeting.  The committee approved the amended by 
laws (20-in favor; 0-opposed; 0-abstained). 
 
STATE REPORTS 
 
Juvenile Justice Commission 
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Jim Saylor reported that there are currently five (5) Morris County youth in the custody of the Juvenile 
Justice Commission (JJC), one (1) youth was released to parole in the week before the YSAC meeting 
and there is one (1) youth pending placement with the JJC. 
 
Division of Youth and Family Services 
Dave Johnston reported that Morris East received sixty three (63) child abuse and neglect investigation 
and twenty one (21) child welfare assessments.  Morris West received 106 child abuse and neglect 
investigations and twenty three (23) child welfare assessments.  The top three (3) municipalities 
included Dover (25), Mt. Olive (15) and Parsippany (14). 
 
Department of Children and Families 
Jeena Williams reported that the Department of Children and Families will be implementing a few 
changes pending the upcoming 2013 budget.  The Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) will 
be called the Division on Child Protection and Permanency. The Division of Child Behavioral Health 
Services will become the Division of Child Integrated System of Care Services.  The Division is 
preparing to incorporate certain Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) services on July 1, 2012.  
They will also be adding Division of Addiction Services adolescent services and the remainder of DDD 
services on January 1, 2013.  The Division of Prevention and Community Partnerships will become the 
Division on Family and Community Partnerships.  They will be incorporating the Office on Aging from 
the Division of Community Affairs. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Planning Subcommittee 
Rachelle Farese gave the CIACC Update.   The CIACC met on Friday, February 24th.  The group 
discussed the Education Partnership Initiative.  The Department of Education has given their 
endorsement for the initiative.  Even though they are not mandating the initiative they will do what they 
can to help get the projects running.  All of the counties that have Partnerships running were asked to 
send Clarence Whittaker information on what they are doing and where they are in the process.  This 
process will allow DCBHS to compile a list of running Partnerships and the Dept. of Education will not 
reach out to those Counties.  The budget that has been proposed does not have any changes in the 
CIACC budget.  There was no change in money amounts or structural change.  The waiver is in the final 
stages of approval.  The state has submitted the most recent revisions and they are expecting it to be 
approved soon.  The CIACC needs assessments are due in the Fall of 2012.  The Conveners requested 
that the due date be changed to the Spring of 2013 due to the changes taking place throughout the year.  
With the addition of DDD and DAS youth, the needs assessment may also shift focus.  Regarding the 
Unified Case Management (UCM), CIACCs can give input via letters of support.  It was an “executive 
decision” to create one review board that reviews all of the RFPs.  There is no definitive date for the 
next round, however, the process is expected to go through quickly.  Discussion was had around FSO 
support and if there will be an increase in their budget to support them with the increased number of 
youth.  DCBHS will address the FSOs directly before they address the community.   
 
Jeff Guenzel attended to give information to the group regarding the upcoming changes to the structure 
of DCBHS.  DCBHS will now be called the Division of Child Integrated System of Care Services 
(DCISCS) effective July 1, 2012.  They will be utilizing existing services to become a “one stop shop” 
for youth services.  There has been a steering committee meeting for the past six (6) months to discuss 
how to work better together with the youth that are shared between the systems.  As of July 1, 2012, 
Division of Developmental Disabilities acute and out of home services will be brought to DCISCS.  
Services and referrals will remain as they are now.  All referrals are to be made to DDD and they will 
determining whether or not the youth will be referred to DCF.  As of January 1, 2013, many of the 
services will be live with Perform Care.  The majority will be in the process of transitioning to DCF.  
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This includes the support services delivery system.  No family should lose the services they are already 
receiving.    DDD services will line up with school services.  All youth from ages 5-21 will be referred 
through DCISCS.  DDD will begin the eligibility process and co-planning at the age of sixteen (16).  
There is an increase of 600 youth expected from DDD.  DAS youth will be integrated into DCISCS 
beginning January 1, 2013.  DCISCS will work with youth up until the age of 18.  Youth between the 
ages of 18 and 21 will be accepted to services if they had previous involvement with the system before 
the age of 18.  Clarification was given regarding the youth coming into the System from DDD.  Many of 
the youth will need services that are not Medicaid reimbursable, therefore, they will not be picked up by 
YCM or CMO.  This creates the question of (1) where will the youth be referred, (2) what services will 
be available, (3) who will manage the youth and (4) how will they be tracked?  Ms. Farese will bring 
these issues to the next CIACC Conveners meeting. 
 
The 2012-2014 Comprehensive Plan and 2012 Application are still at the Attorney General’s office 
awaiting final approval.  At the March 2, 2012 YSC Statewide meeting, the Administrators were 
informed that the Attorney General is requiring all resolutions to include the JABG Cash Match amount.  
Ms. Farese has a resolution on the agenda for the next Freeholder meeting to meet this requirement.  
Elizabeth Manley has volunteered to be chair of the subcommittee.  Ms. Farese and Ms. Manley 
informed the group of the new Pediatric Partnership Initiative.  This initiative will be set up like the 
Morris County YSAC Education Partnership; however, it will focus on pediatricians, family physicians 
and APN’s in their practice.  More information will be forthcoming as the initiative moves further along.  
It is currently in the planning stages. 
 
The next meeting of the planning subcommittee will be held on Monday, April 9, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
System Review Committee 
Group reviewed the January 2012 notes.   Subcommittee members introduced themselves.   
Care Management Organization – Maria Augustowicz reported that the CMO census is currently at 
197.  ResourceNet is up and running with approximately 550 resources for families.  ResourceNet will 
be undergoing an update in the next few weeks to make it easier for families to search for resources. 
Youth Case Management – Jennifer Oatley reported that YCM began the month with 145 youth; they 
received twenty nine (29) new referrals (5-CCIS, 2-DYFS, 3-14 Day Plan, 3-Community, 2-Mobile 
Response, 7-Needs Assessment, 2-Perform Care, 2-CMO Step Down, 3-CMO Defaults).  Three (3) 
families refused services, twenty four (24) youth were terminated and YCM served a total of 174 
families in the month of January. 
CCIS – No report.   
Mobile Response & Stabilization Services – Jennifer Oatley reported that Mobile Response received 
sixty one (61) calls which resulted in fifty seven (57) dispatches.  Of those dispatches, thirty six (36) 
were for Morris and twenty one (21) were for Sussex.  MRSS transitioned fifty seven (57) youth and had 
150 in stabilization at the end of the month.  MRSS received five (5) school referrals in Sussex County 
and fifteen (15) school referrals from Morris County.   
Family Support Organization – Madeline Lozowski reported that the FSO received three (3) new 
referrals and twenty three (23) warmline contacts. There are 118 active CMO families receiving peer 
support and 224 hours of peer support was provided to these families.  There are fourteen (14) youth in 
the youth partnership and forty eight (48) people attended support groups in January. 
Division of Youth and Family Services – Jeena Williams reported that the Department of Children and 
Families will be reorganizing and some of the divisions will be changing names.  The Division of Child 
Behavioral Health Services (DCBHS) will be renamed the Division of Child Integrated System of Care 
Services (DCISCS).  Through the reorganization, DCISCS will be taking over addiction services for 
youth and also services for youth involved with Division of Developmental Disabilities up to the age of 
21.  The Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) will become the Division of Child Protection 
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and Permanency (DCP&P).  The Division of Prevention and Community Partnerships (DPCP) will 
become the Division of Family and Community Partnerships (DFCP) and will integrate the Division of 
Women from the Department of Community Affairs. 
Ms. Williams also reported that Morris East received ninety four (94) referrals, Morris West received 
159 referrals and Sussex received 116 referrals.   
Division of Developmental Disability – No report. 
Division of Child Behavioral Health Services – Rachelle Farese reported that the CIACC met on 
Friday, February 24th.  The group discussed the Education Partnership Initiative.  The Department of 
Education has given their endorsement for the initiative.  Even though they are not mandating the 
initiative they will do what they can to help get the projects running.  All of the counties that have 
Partnerships running were asked to send Clarence Whittaker information on what they are doing and 
where they are in the process.  This process will allow DCBHS to compile a list of running Partnerships 
and the Dept. of Education will not reach out to those Counties.  The budget that has been proposed does 
not have any changes in the CIACC budget.  There was no change in money amounts or structural 
change.  The waiver is in the final stages of approval.  The state has submitted the most recent revisions 
and they are expecting it to be approved soon.  The CIACC needs assessments are due in the Fall of 
2012.  The Conveners requested that the due date be changed to the Spring of 2013 due to the changes 
taking place throughout the year.  With the addition of DDD and DAS youth, the needs assessment may 
also shift focus.  Regarding the Unified Case Management (UCM), CIACCs can give input via letters of 
support.  It was an “executive decision” to create one review board that reviews all of the RFPs.  There 
is no definitive date for the next round, however, the process is expected to go through quickly.  
Discussion was had around FSO support and if there will be an increase in their budget to support them 
with the increased number of youth.  DCBHS will address the FSOs directly before they address the 
community.   
 
Jeff Guenzel attended to give information to the group regarding the upcoming changes to the structure 
of DCBHS.  DCBHS will now be called the Division of Child Integrated System of Care Services 
(DCISCS) effective July 1, 2012.  They will be utilizing existing services to become a “one stop shop” 
for youth services.  There has been a steering committee meeting for the past six (6) months to discuss 
how to work better together with the youth that are shared between the systems.  As of July 1, 2012, 
Division of Developmental Disabilities acute and out of home services will be brought to DCISCS.  
Services and referrals will remain as they are now.  All referrals are to be made to DDD and they will 
determining whether or not the youth will be referred to DCF.  As of January 1, 2013, many of the 
services will be live with Perform Care.  The majority will be in the process of transitioning to DCF.  
This includes the support services delivery system.  No family should lose the services they are already 
receiving.    DDD services will line up with school services.  All youth from ages 5-21 will be referred 
through DCISCS.  DDD will begin the eligibility process and co-planning at the age of sixteen (16).  
There is an increase of 600 youth expected from DDD.  DAS youth will be integrated into DCISCS 
beginning January 1, 2013.  DCISCS will work with youth up until the age of 18.  Youth between the 
ages of 18 and 21 will be accepted to services if they had previous involvement with the system before 
the age of 18.   
 
Currently there is no definitive number of youth that may come into the system when all three (3) are 
integrated.  However, it is on the radar and will be tracked.  All conveners were asked to forward any 
information regarding issues to Clarence so they can be dealt with quickly and efficiently.  There is no 
information as to how the service lines will change but this will be different for each service line.   
CSA – No report. 
Morris County Youth Shelter – Tara LeGates reported that there were currently five (5) juveniles in 
the Shelter (2-Male, 3-Female; 2-Morris, 2-Warren, 1-Sussex).  Through the month of January, the 
Youth Shelter provided services to seven (7) youth (3-Morris, 1-Hunterdon,1-Sussex, 1-Warren).  
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Morris Juvenile Detention Center – Jessica Filosa reported that there were currently sixteen (16) 
juveniles in the Juvenile Detention Center (15-Male, 1-Female; 7-Morris, 4-Sussex, 4-Warren, 1-
Hunterdon).   
Probation – Mark Ripatrazone reported that there are currently 303 youth on formal probation.  48% 
are deferred and 52% are on regular probation.  Of the last twenty (20) youth put on probation, 
approximately sixteen (16) were put on formal probation. 
JJC – No report. 
System Struggles – The youth that was discussed at the January meeting has been assigned to Sussex 
County YCM.  They are in the process of looking for out of home placement.   
System Successes – No report. 
Aging Out/Aging In Task Force – The Aging Out/In Task Force met on February 21, 2012.  The group 
had a presentation from Daytop regarding their new outpatient services for aging in/out youth.  The 
services are currently being provided at their Parsippany office.  At this time, they only accept 
individuals with private insurance.  The group also heard a composite case review.  Through the review 
the group put together a list of agencies and resources that may be helpful to the group.  The next 
meeting is Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at 10 AM.  Rachelle Farese will forward the reminder to the 
committee. 
New Business and Announcements – Madeline Lozowski updated the group regarding the current 
UCM RFPs.  There was discussion at the last meeting regarding the CIACC/Family representation on 
the preset review board.  Ms. Lozowski informed the group that there is a family member that works for 
DCBHS sitting on the review board.  However, this still raises concerns because the family member may 
not be from the community for which the RFP is written for. 
 
Barbara Miller reported that her division is moving to 1 Spring Street.  Their computer may be down for 
a time.  The phone number is the same but extensions have changed.  Staff now has four (4) digit 
extensions.  Meeting should remain in the same locations. 
 
The next meeting of the system review subcommittee will be held on Monday, March 26, 2012 at 9:30 
a.m. at Caring Partners CMO in Mt. Arlington. 
 
Legislative Subcommittee 
Rachelle Farese reported that the subcommittee did not meet in March.   
The next meeting of the legislative subcommittee will be held on Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Juvenile Firesetter Prevention Program Subcommittee 
Rachelle Farese reported that there is currently one (1) youth pending evaluation and six (6) youth 
pending individual education.  There have not been any referrals made in 2012.  The subcommittee 
discussed youth that are still involved with the program from 2011.  A plan has been put in place to 
address these youth and move them through the program.  The group also discussed the make up of the 
education sessions.  If referrals remain low, education sessions will be held on an individual basis.  The 
Program will be sending out its annual “reminder” e-mail to police and fire chiefs, juvenile officers and 
school officials.  The mailing will include a flyer and referral information. 
 
The next meeting of the Juvenile Firesetter Prevention Program subcommittee will be held on Thursday, 
June 14, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Disproportionate Minority Contact Subcommittee 
Liz Manley reported that the subcommittee did not meet in March.   
The next meeting of the Disproportionate Minority Contact subcommittee will be held on Monday, 
April 2, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
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Education Partnership Subcommittee 
The group discussed the upcoming April 18th Training.  The training will focus on Substance Abuse.  
Liz is contacting Meg Sullivan to see if she would be available on the 18th for the presentation.  If she is 
not available Dave Johnston will contact Fran Miceli from Rutgers  and Maria Augustowicz will contact 
Morris County Prevention is Key to see if they know of any presenters.  It is still unknown if the County 
will be able to provide refreshments. If not, Dave Johnston will talk to Maria Vinci-Savettiere from 
Deirdre’s House, who mentioned they might have funding available.  The subcommittee also discussed 
topics they would like for the presenter to discuss which included statistics, current trends, types of 
drugs, administration (how are they taking them), risk factors- protective and compensatory factors, 
signs and symptoms, interventions, family dynamics and co-morbidity.  As soon as the presenter is 
secured, Maria Augustowicz will send out the invitations.  
 
The next meeting of the Education Partnership subcommittee will he held on Thursday, May 24, 2012 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Morris County Department of Human Services, Morristown. 
 
Family Advisory Subcommittee 
No report at this time.  The next Family Advisory subcommittee meeting date and time is to be 
determined. 
 
COMMUNITY REPORTS 
There are no reports at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There is no old business at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There is no new business at this time. 
 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*All hand outs will be redistributed via e-mail. 
 
Dave Johnston informed the group that the Morris County Child Abuse Prevention Collaboration will be 
holding a training on April 13, 2012 at St. Elizabeth’s that will address challenges regarding cases in the 
child welfare system.  There is a $25 fee to register and there are currently eight five (85) people 
registered.  Speakers include Anthony V. D’Urso, Julia DeBellis, Judy Rawla, LaJuan Tucker and Det. 
Sgt. Anthony DeVincenzo. 
 
Ingrid VacaBullaro informed the group that Family Intervention Services is holding their 2012 Ethics 
and Cultural Competency trainings for social workers, counselors and marriage and family therapists.  
For more information, call 973-586-5243. 
 
Abdul Staten informed the group that the Morris County Sexual Assault Center will no longer be 
affiliated with Morristown Medical Center as of July 1, 2012.  The Center is still taking clients and 
looking for an agency to partner with to keep the Center running. 
 
Beth Jacobson informed the group the 5th Annual Natural High Ice Skating event is scheduled for March 
22, 2012 at 6PM at Mennen Arena.  This year Nicole Bobek, a former champion and Olympian, will be 
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at the event to give a presentation regarding her struggles and comeback from a meth addiction.  Ms. 
Bobek will also perform a short routine. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 19, 2012 at 2:30 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 3:15 PM member Co-Chair Juli Harpell-Elam moved to adjourn the meeting.   
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
         Rachelle Farese 
         Juvenile Justice Coordinator 
Original is signed and kept on file at the office of the Division of Behavioral Health and Youth Services. 


