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Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board (MHASAB)  
MEETING – May 12, 2016 – 30 Schuyler Place, Morristown 

 
 

Members Present: 
Gregg Benson, Citizen Representative 
Marie Brink, Citizen Representative 
Chris Chernick, Citizen Representative 
Linda Csengeto, MCOTA 
Carol DeGraw, United Way of NNJ 
Cheryl Garodnick, Citizen Representative 
Julian Hill, MCPO 
Margaret Himsl, Citizen Representative 
Charles LaRussa, Citizen Representative 
Marcy McMann, Citizen Representative 
Mary Jane Melo, Citizen Representative 
 
Also Attending: 
Eileen Alexander, DMHAS 
Lynne Chandler, Prime Healthcare, Saint Clare’s  
Valerie Fox, Public 
LeeAnn Cianci, Hope House 
Allison Delcalzo-Berens, Morristown Medical Center 
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Laurie Becker, MCDHS 
Jennifer Carpinteri, MCDHS 
Beth Jacobson, MCDHS 
Steve Nebesni, MCDHS 
Pat Mocarski, MCDHS 
 
I. Call to Order and Approval of April 14 minutes – 

Ms. Marcy McMann, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:22 p.m.  Mr. Gregg Benson 
made a motion to approve the April 14 minutes.  Ms. Carol DeGraw seconded the motion. 
All were in favor with one abstention and no opposition. Motion was carried. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions – 

Ms. Marcy McMann welcomed everyone. Introductions were made. 
 

III. Chair Report – Ms. McMann 
There was a proclamation from the Freeholders dated April 27 in honor of Mental Health 
Awareness month.  Copies of the proclamation were distributed.  Ms. McMann gave a brief 
overview at the Freeholder meeting about the changes in regard to fee-for-service.   
 
Senator Bucco had a meeting on April 27 in regard to the transition to fee-for-service. 
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At last month’s meeting there was a presentation by Valerie Mielke, DMHAS Assistant 
Commissioner on the transition to fee-for-service.  There were also State presentations at the 
Senator Bucco/Assemblyman Bucco meeting in Denville on April 27.  County officials and 
many providers were present.  There is much concern over these changes.  Providers are 
worried that the full cost of services will not be covered by the State and Medicaid rates.   
Much advocacy has been and continues to be done.   
 
In the most updated DMHAS news, mental health providers will be given two options on 
when to move to fee for service: 
 

1. Transition to fee for service in July 2016 or 
2. Remain in present contract until January 2017.  
 

Ms. Becker, Ms. Carpinteri and Ms. McMann were at the Freeholder’s work session 
yesterday.  It was a positive session as the providers are pleased with our advocacy on their 
behalf.   
 
Ms. Lynne Chandler reported that there is much work being done statewide to advocate to 
the Governor’s Office on the necessity for adequate funding to sustain the current mental 
health system. There were representatives from all around the state at the Senator Bucco 
meeting.   People are happy about the option to delay the transition to fee-for-service.  There 
will be minutes and a follow up from this meeting.  This information will be forwarded to 
Ms. Becker.  It is perceived that this change will give providers the opportunity to serve more 
people.  However, it will be very hard to serve more people with the current fee for service 
plan.  Some services such transportation and indirect but necessary supports are not covered. 
Missing appointments will not be reimbursed. There is a lot of misunderstanding regarding 
the ability to serve clients, especially mental health clients.  There is need to continue to work 
with the Governor and legislature for further advocacy.  It is good there have been some 
positive adjustments since the initial rates were published. Mr. Parker, NewBridge, is very 
pleased about the advocacy done on behalf of the providers.  The option to delay the 
transition is a small victory.  It is very important that advocacy efforts be continued.   
 

IV. Subcommittee Reports – 
Funding – 2017 Priorities Summary 
Ms. Becker gave an overview of the updated 2017 priority summary.  Overall the priorities 
are much the same with less emphasis on clinical treatment.  Priorities need to be less 
clinically driven due to the new Medicaid and state regulations.  Ms. Jacobson stated that on 
the addictions side there needs to be more focus on recovery support services.  It was 
requested that the board approve the updated funding priorities.  
 
Motion to approve the 2017 Funding Priority Summaries was made by Julian Hill and 
seconded by Chris Chernick.  All were in favor with no abstentions and no opposition.  
Motion was carried.  
 
Ms. Becker stated that the DMHAS Contract Review needs to be set up for New Bridge, 
Community Hope, Hope House and St. Clare’s contracts.  The deadline was extended to  
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May 16.  During the funding subcommittee review of the contracts, Eileen Alexander, 
DMHAS, give updates on the contracts.  The subcommittee will need to review these 
contracts and make DMHAS recommendations.  Once they get the target dates Ms. Becker 
will send out the information out via email.  Motion was made by Gregg Benson to empower 
the Funding Subcommittee to review the DMHAS contracts and make recommendations for 
2017.  Carol DeGraw seconded the motion.  All were in favor with no opposition and no 
abstentions.  Motion was carried. 
 
Planning – No Report 
 
Legislative/Advocacy – Ms. Jacobson 
The Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) passed in the Senate and is now 
headed to the House.  There was discussion about the MHASAB sending a letter of support. 
Beth Jacobson will work on the letter for the July meeting, and send out information via 
email regarding CARA. 
  
County Steering Alliance Subcommittee (CASS) – Mr. Nebesni 
No report – next meeting is June 13. 
 

V. State Liaison Reports – Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS)  
Ms. Eileen Alexander (see attached report) 
 

VI. Staff Reports – 
Municipal Alliance report – Mr. Nebesni 
Supplemental funding in the amount of $50,000 was received from the Freeholders for 
Calendar Year 2016.  Applications went out and are due back by May 27.  Some applications 
have been received already.  Each municipality can apply for up to $2,000.    
 
The Fiscal Year 2017 GCADA grant application/Morris County Strategic Plan is on the 
GCADA Council meeting agenda for consideration on May 18.   
 
The next Countywide Alliance meeting is scheduled for June 7 at 5:00pm at the Morris 
County Office of Temporary Assistance. 
 
Thanks to Julian Hill for attending the Alliance event in Montville in April.   
 
Addictions Services Administrator – Ms. Jacobson 
 
The Opiate Task Force meeting was held on April 19. There will be an Opiate Task Force 
meeting.  Ms. Jacobson will be in attendance. There was discussion surrounding Recovery 
Coaches in the ER following Narcan reversals and there was a meeting with the Prosecutor’s 
Office and CARES prior to devise a plan. Target date for implementation is Sept. 1. 
Prosecutor’s Office will put in a request to use forfeiture funds for the training. CARES and 
Prosecutor’s Office are collaborating in putting together a PowerPoint to present when 
meeting with the hospitals. Preliminary meeting scheduled with Atlantic Health on May 24.  
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Ms. Jacobson submitted the County Comprehensive Plan on April 29. She is supposed to 
hear about certification status by June 15. When certified by the state, we will get Freeholder 
endorsement and place a public friendly version on our website. Ms. Jacobson would also 
like to schedule a planning subcommittee meeting to review the plan and logic model in 
order to be prepared for implementation of the goals and objectives.   
 
Mental Health Administrator – Ms. Becker 
The Public Forum will be held on June 14 at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown.   
A resolution will be presented from the Freeholders announcing that Morris County is a 
Stigma Free Community.  There will be Stigma Free information on the county website.  
Stigma Free shirts have been ordered and will be distributed at the event.   
 
Some further discussion ensued about Morris County becoming Stigma Fee. It was suggested 
that the county see if there are any free billboards available to put Stigma Free information 
on.  Ms. Becker will talk to the County’s public information officer to get further 
information.  Carol DeGraw asked Laurie Becker to send her the Stigma Free press release.  
Ms. DeGraw says although there are signs in Bergen County that they are Stigma Free many 
folks don’t know what that means.  Ms. DeGraw says Stigma Free can be explained as “No 
Help without Mental Health”.   
 
This year’s forum is dedicated to Terri Belske who has recently passed on.  She was working 
as a Mental Health Consumer Advocate since 1989.  Many in the community knew her and 
wanted to honor her in a special way.  Her brother and family will be present to accept the 
award in her honor.  The Terri Belske award will be given to a consumer advocate each year 
in her honor and memory.   
 

VII. Joint PAC Report – Ms. Chandler 
The primary focus at the meeting was on fee-for-service changes.   
 
At the next meeting the Morris Family Justice Center will talk on bail reform, an initiative 
that will be rolling out statewide.  Morris County is one of the first counties to pilot the 
program in 2017.  The premise of bail reform is to get a faster trial for those currently in jail 
because they can’t afford bail.  Ms. McMann stated that there is now a pretrial services unit 
and some services are available already but Bail Reform is slated to start on Jan. 2.  After 
that time court will be held on Saturdays since some arguments in regard to summons and 
warrants have to be taken care of within 48 hours.   
 
Ms. Becker stated that there has been communication from DMHAS Assistant Commissioner 
Valerie Mielke in regard to getting more transportation for partial care clients.  Saint Clare’s 
and New Bridge responded to a survey to identify the needs in Morris for transportation.   

 
VIII. Old Business – None 

 
IX. New Business 

Ms. Becker stated there will be a volunteer recognition event at the Arboretum.  Board 
members are invited.  Invitations are sent out by Susan Allard in the Freeholder’s office.   
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X. Open to the Public  

Ms. Fox stated that she read that New York folks are getting mental health treatment with 
telepsychiatry.  She thinks it saves a lot of travel time and money and is good since it’s face-
to-face.   
 
Ms. Fox stated that she has heard in communities supportive housing was working well.  Ms. 
Alexander stated that supportive housing services are split.  HMFA is handling rental 
subsidies and housing issues.  Client services will continue to be provided by agencies.   

 
XI. Adjourn 

There was a motion made by Mr. Gregg Benson to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  Ms. 
DeGraw seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held 
on Thursday, July 14, 2016.  Hope to see everyone at the Forum! 
 

 
 


