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Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board (MHASAB)  
MEETING – July 14, 2016 – 30 Schuyler Place, Morristown 

 
 

Members Present: 
Gregg Benson, Citizen Representative 
Charlie Berman, Citizen Representative 
Chris Chernick, Citizen Representative 
Linda Csengeto, MCOTA 
Carol DeGraw, United Way of NNJ 
Julian Hill, MCPO 
Charles LaRussa, Citizen Representative 
Marcy McMann, Citizen Representative 
Barbara Ward, Citizen Representative 
 
Also Attending: 
Eileen Alexander, DMHAS 
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Laurie Becker, MCDHS 
Jennifer Carpinteri, MCDHS 
Beth Jacobson, MCDHS 
Steve Nebesni, MCDHS 
Pat Mocarski, MCDHS 
 
I. Call to Order and Approval of April 14 minutes – 

Ms. Marcy McMann, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m.  Mr. Gregg Benson 
made a motion to approve the May 12 minutes.  Mr. Chris Chernick seconded the motion. 
All were in favor with one abstention and no opposition. Motion was carried. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions – 

Ms. Marcy McMann welcomed everyone. Introductions were made. 
 

III. Chair Report – Ms. McMann 
The Consumer and Family Forum held in June was a very successful event with 
approximately 150 in attendance.  The “Stigma Free Communities Initiative” was kicked off 
at the Consumer & Family Forum in June. The first Stigma Free committee meeting will be 
held on July 20.  If you are interested in participating in the committee or finding out further 
information, please call Laurie Becker, Morris County Mental Health Administrator, at 973-
285-6852.  Please check out the Stigma Free materials on the county website at 
http://morriscountynj.gov/hs/stigma-free/ 
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IV. Subcommittee Reports – 
Funding – Ms. Becker 
The date selected for the 2017 funding review meeting is August 25 at 9:30 a.m.  Both Grant-
in-Aid and Chapter 51 will be reviewed.  A signup sheet was passed around.  
 
Earlier tonight seven board members met and reviewed the DMHAS contracts for 
Community Hope, New Bridge and Saint Clare’s.  The subcommittee was already 
empowered to review the contracts and send a letter to the state on the board’s behalf.  Ms. 
Becker and Ms. Jacobson will prepare the letter and have copies available at the next 
meeting.   
 
Discussion ensued about which agencies with state contracts are transitioning to Fee for 
Service as of January 2017:   

 Community Hope plans to transition in January 2017.  
 Saint Clare’s will probably delay to July 1, 2017. 
 NewBridge is getting ready and will probably delay to July 1, 2017.  

Planning – Ms. Jacobson 
Final notification was received that the 2016-2019 County Comprehensive Plan was certified 
by DMHAS. 
 
Legislative/Advocacy – Ms. McMann 
There was an article in the paper that the legislature introduced a bill that would provide 
involuntary commitment for those with substance abuse (already have this for mental health).  
This was introduced before but didn’t go through.  There was a story told about a woman in 
Florida who was addicted to heroin and being involuntarily committed to substance abuse 
treatment saved her life.  The bill that is being introduced places the cost responsibility on the 
client’s family. The Board will keep an eye on this bill and its progress, and Ms. Jacobson 
commented that this bill will be discussed with the Opiate Task Force.   
 
County Steering Alliance Subcommittee – Mr. Nebesni 
The CASS met on June 13 and went over supplemental funding.  They discussed helping 
with recovery coaches and are setting aside some money for that.  The GCADA is fully 
staffed now and they have a new state coordinator.  The next meeting will be on August 9. 
 

V. State Liaison Reports – Ms. Alexander (see DMHAS attached report)  
The Medicaid newsletter went out in July to providers regarding changes in billing 
procedures.  Valerie Mielke, Assistant DMHAS Commissioner, sent out a letter to substance 
abuse providers regarding these changes.  The fee-for-service guidelines letter went out on 
June 21.   

Ms. Susanne Rainier is now the Assistant Division Director for the Office of Community 
Services (all three regions).  
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VI. Staff Reports 
Municipal Alliance Coordinator – Mr. Nebesni 
Both the Fiscal Year 2017 GCADA and Calendar Year 2016 County Supplemental Grants 
are all set.  The Fiscal Year 2017 GCADA grant has started and the resolution went through 
for Calendar Year 2016 supplemental funding.   
 
Some Alliances are using stickers on cups, pizza boxes, etc. to help promote the Good 
Samaritan Law.  They want to make people aware that in the event they are around someone 
who has overdosed they should call 911 and save a life.  This Good Samaritan Law protects 
the caller and grants them immunity.    
 
On Oct. 6 there will be a statewide Knock-Out Opiates day which is being spearheaded by 
the Partnership for a Drug-Free NJ.  There are many volunteers working to distribute 
information to bring awareness to the community.   
 
There will be trainings in September and a webinar next week from the Partnership for the 
volunteers who will be participating in the Knock-out Opiate Day.  The hope is that all the 
Alliances will get involved.   
 
Addictions Services Administrator – Ms. Jacobson 
Chapter 51 applications are due on July 22.  Monitorings are being conducted and looking 
for members interested in attending.   Ms. Jacobson will email her monitoring schedule and 
asks board members to sign up.   
 
The next Opiate Task Force meeting will be held at OTA in the ground floor conference 
room on Tuesday, August 16 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
 
The Countywide Prevention Forum will be held on Wed., Nov. 2 at the Meadow Wood 
Manor.  They are hoping to have a panel discussion as part of the forum and will address the 
opiate epidemic as well as current drug trends.   
 
Mental Health Administrator – Ms. Becker 
Site monitorings are being conducted.  The Funding Review committee will meet in August 
to review 2017 funding applications.  Tomorrow there will be a Public Forum debriefing 
meeting.  The Forum planning committee will use this information to start the plan for next 
year.  Ms. Becker is currently working on a summary of this year’s Forum.   
 
During the Forum, an attendee spoke of the need for temporary animal care when 
hospitalized.  Ms. Becker is talking with a hand full of consumer providers and a local 
animal welfare officer on how to address this need. Ms. Csengeto, OTA, has offered to help.   
She knows that OTA clients have experienced the need for pet shelter as well.   
Ms. Alexander commented that the Mental Health Association of Morris County has 
discussed the possibility of starting a program called Peers for Pets. 
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VII. Joint PAC Report –  No Report - Next meeting August 5 
 

VIII. Old Business – None 
 

IX. New Business – 
Ms. McMann reminded everyone there would be no board meeting in August.   
 
Ms. Becker stated that the Funding Review subcommittee will meet on August 25.  The goal 
is to have the 2017 funding recommendations ready for the board to approve at the Sept. 8 
meeting.    
 
Ms. Carpinteri, Human Services Director, spoke about potential changes in oversight options 
for the Morris View Health Care Center.  Over the past ten years Morris View has been 
making changes needed to address the ongoing fiscal challenges of running the Center. There 
have been various independent studies done and each time recommendations were made and 
some changes were made.  Recently a survey was done by consultant Perselay Associates.   
 
For further information and to view this report go to: 
http://morriscountynj.gov/2016/06/freeholders-receive-independent-report-on-morris-view/ 
 
Mr. Charlie Berman announced that the Willow Tree has merged with Integrity House of 
Newark.  The new name will be the Willow Tree Center, a Program of Integrity.  Sue 
Nobleman is the Director.  Charlie Berman is a consultant.  This merger gives Integrity 
House a place in Morris County.  They hope to expand their IOP services.  Willow Tree has 
brought the prevention aspect to this Integrity House program.   
 

X. Open to the Public 
 

XI. Adjourn 
There was a motion made by Julian Hill to close the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  Ms. Linda 
Csengeto seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held 
on September 8.  No August meeting.   

 

 
 

 
 


