
MORRIS AREA PARATRANSIT SYSTEM  
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Morrisview Healtcare Center 
Ground Floor Board Room 
540 West Hanover Avenue 

Morris Township, New Jersey 
Thursday, September 11, 2014 – 10:30 am 

 
MINUTES 

Members Present: 
Emil Simonetti 
Thomas Pappas 

 Mark Stephenson  
Marc Molde 
Jeannette Pearlman 

 
Staff Present: 

Jennifer Carpinteri, Director of Human Services 
Lauren Burd, Director of Special Transportation 
Patricia Rogalsky, Office Supervisor, MAPS 
Manuela Schuster, JARC/ETS (late arrival) 
Lea Sheridan, New Jersey Transit 

 
Public Present: 

Glenn Michalowski, Five Town Dial A Ride 
 Kristin Jones, Senior Services of the Chathams 
  

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 10:38AM by Lauren Burd. Introductions were 
made by Lauren Burd. Ms. Burd highlighted the new Human Services Director, Jennifer Carpinteri. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes – On motion of member, Emil Simonetti, seconded by member Marc Molde, 

the minutes of the June 4, 2014 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 

III. Staff Report  
 

• New Drivers: Lauren Burd reported that MAPS was anticipating 6 vacancies by the end of 
September. Over 15 interviews were conducted and many turned down the offer of employment 
due to the low paying salary of $25,041. Ms. Burd stated she has been in discussion with the 
Union regarding this issue as the contract is currently under negotiation. Despite this, Ms. Burd 
stated that 3 new drivers are stating on 9/15/14 and one is starting on 9/22/14. The department 
will still have two vacancies and is continuing to interview.  

 
IV. NJ Transit Report 

Lea Sheridan of New Jersey Transit:  
• SCDRTAP 

I. Morris County’s 2015 allocation is $883,518, down 10% from last year.  The combined 
SCDRTAP/Section 5311 application was submitted to NJT, has been reviewed, and we are 
waiting for a few items in order to complete the application. 



II. Morris County in a panel discussion before our Statewide CAC in April.  A few action 
items were identified on that panel and at these meetings I will be requesting updates on 
each of the items.  Please let me know the status of each of these items: 

i. Hiring more staff/drivers to fill vacancies. 
ii. Technology implementation through VA One Click One Call grant. 

iii. Alternative funding possibilities, including advertising, increased donations, 
Logisticare. 

iv. Coordination of VA trips to Lyons and East Orange. 
v. MAPS will investigate the possibility of being a LogistiCare transportation 

provider. 
• Section 5310 

I. The deadline for the Section 5310 FY 2013 applications was March 14th.  We received three 
applications from agencies in Morris County: 

i. Morris County Special Transportation 
ii. Pequannock Senior Citizen Housing 

iii. Town of Morristown 
II. Award letters will be going out in the next two weeks. 

III. 2009 and 2010 buses that will be delivered: 
i. Cheshire Home, Inc. – Minivan 2+1 

ii. Five Town Regional Dial-A-Ride, Inc. – 3 vehicles 
1. Ext. Van 8+1 
2. Two (2) Minibuses RL 11+1 

IV. 2011 and 2012 awards to be delivered in the future: 
i. Cheshire Home, Inc. – 2 vehicles 

1. Minibus RL 11+1 
2. Ext. Minibus 16+2 

ii. Five Town Regional Dial-A-Ride, Inc. – Minivan 2+1 
iii. Morris County Special Trans. – 2 vehicles 

1. Minibus RL 11+1 
2. Minibus 12+1 

iv. Pequannock Sr. Cit. Housing – 2 vehicles 
1. Van 6+1 
2. Minibus RL 11+1 

• Section 5311 
I. Morris County’s 2014-2015 available federal allocation is $219,277 which is a little more 

than 4% higher than last year. 
• General Announcements 

I. NJ TRANSIT is hosting an Introduction to Title VI Seminar on September 26th at the 
Marriott Courtyard Cranbury South Brunswick from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm.  Anyone 
currently receiving any vehicles or money from NJ TRANSIT’s federal grants (Section 
5310, Section 5311, etc.) must submit a Title VI program to our office by October 2015.  
This seminar is the first in a string of technical assistance efforts that we are offering to 
subrecipients to create and finalize these Title VI programs.  If your agency or town is a 



current subrecipient, or if you plan to apply for the program in the future, and you are 
unfamiliar with the Title VI requirements, we strongly recommend that you attend this 
workshop. 

II. NJ Transit is sponsoring Advance Mobility Device Securement training on Sept 25th and 
26th in Toms River, NJ.  This course will allow for hands on experience on how to properly 
secure Manual & Motorized wheelchairs and Scooter. The trainers will also go over the 
federal requirements regarding securement and seat belt use and other information that can 
assist your staff with proper securement techniques.  If you have any new employees or 
employees that are having difficulties securing mobility devices on your vehicles I suggest 
you register them for this course. 

III. The next NJ CAC meeting will be on Monday, September 22nd, in Newark.  The counties 
presenting on the panel will be Essex, Hudson and Union.  All are welcome to attend. 

V. New Business 
• NJ Department of Military and Veteran Affairs application: Lauren Burd announced that the 

application was sent out and Morris County has been awarded with $15,000 for FY15. 
 

VI. Old Business 
1. Subcontract award amounts: Lauren Burd reported that her, Frank Pinto, and NJT met with the 

DARs regarding reporting and the award amounts for the five local dial a rides. Each year, the 
SCDRTAP award has decreased and MAPS has maintained the same dollar amount for the 
subcontracted dial a rides. This was explained to the DARs and they were informed funding for 
2015 may be affected. 

 
VII. Announcements 

2. The NJ COST EXPO will be taking place on 9/19/14. Ms. Burd stated that Ms. Patricia Rogalsky 
was nominated for the Administrative Employee of the Year and won. Ms. Burd read the 
employee nomination statement. 

 
VIII. Public Comments: None. 

 
IX. Adjournment and Next Meeting 

• Lauren Burd reported that the next meeting would take place on November 13, 2014 at 10:30AM 
at the Human Services Building, 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor Conference Room. 

• Meeting was adjourned at 11:23AM by Lauren Burd. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Lauren Burd 
Director of Special Transportation 
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