
MORRIS AREA PARATRANSIT SYSTEM  
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Human Services Building 

340 West Hanover Avenue 
Ground Floor Conference Room 
Morris Township, New Jersey 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 – 10:30 am 
 

MINUTES 
Members Present: 

Thomas Pappas 
 Marc Molde 

Matthew Putts 
 
Staff Present: 

Ophelia Cruse, Director of Special Transportation 
Patricia Petrillo, ADV 
Glenn Michalowski, Five Town Dial A Ride 
Manuela Schuster, Employment & Training (JARC) 
Janet Ackerson, Jefferson DAR 
Cheryl Johnstone, Jefferson DAR 

  
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 10:37 am by Ophelia Cruse. 

Introductions were made. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes – On motion of member, Marc Molde seconded by member Tom 
Pappas the minutes of the September 11, 2015 meeting were approved.  

 
III. Staff Report  

• Ophelia Cruse announced that Tammi Brown has been appointed Nutrition Director. 
• On October 13, 2015 MAPS held a public hearing in Morristown to discuss how to 

generate revenue due to the funding cuts because of casino’s funding being 
reduced. Representatives from Sussex and Morris County in attendance. We have to 
give some thought of ways to generate money to replace those funds 

• Morris County presently operates on a donation Ophelia is going to suggest to 
Jennifer Carpinteri that Morris County should implement a suggested $2.00 set fare 
for 2016 that will have to receive the Freeholder’s approval. 

• In September Ophelia visited Sussex County United we Ride to get ideas on how we  
can implement it to improve Morris County’s transportation for seniors and disabled 
and veterans 

 
IV. Steve Fittante, will be retiring in December 2015.  

 
V. New Business 
• 5310 Grant Application no word yet NJ Transit working on it. They are presently 

experiencing transitions due to retirements and promotions. 
• 5311/SCDRTAP Application was approved by the Freeholder’s and now will go to NJ 

Transit. We will be receiving funds shortly. 
• NJ Department of Veterans Affairs Grant was approved. 



• Sub-contracts waiting on one provider but will be submitted at the next Freeholder’s 
meeting Nov. 23. 
 

VI. Old Business 
• VTCLI Project: Grant project for tablets left Purchasing and was sent to NJ Transit for 

review.  
• Our purchasing agent is waiting for NJ Transit to review to make sure we are 

compliant with the Feds and wants to put it on Bid Net.  Glenn said Five Town Dial a 
Ride is waiting on what software we decide to go with before they commit and then 
they will make their decision. 
 

VII. Announcements-None 
 
VII.  Comments:  

• Gov. Christie vetoed bill asking for additional 6 million for paratransit in 21 Counties. 
His veto can be overturned by a majority vote in the House.  

• Planning Dept. held a meeting on The Circulation Element Plan which includes 
pedestrians. Public transportation, pedestrians, public transportation, roads, and 
transportation for seniors.  

• Recall on Champion seatbelts. 
• Morris County was not audited by the Feds. 
• Transportation vendors needed for providing a fixed route needed between Dover 

and Mt. Olive. Please let Manuela know. 
• Morris County is looking into linking our transportation to public transportation. 
• NJ Transit provided us a web site: 

www.fta.dot.gov/legislation law/12349   
Guidance to Public Transportation Agencies on Implementing Americans with 
Disabilities. Please review to make sure we are all in compliance. 

• We have been receiving checks for the advertising on MAPS vehicles. 
• Glenn Michalowski announced he will be replacing Joan Finelli and  is looking for a 

replacement for his position in Route Management. Please forward him resumes’ 
  

VIII.  Adjournment and Next meeting 
• Next meeting will be February 11, 2016 at 10:30AM 

             Human Services Building 
             West Hanover Avenue 
             Morris Township, New Jersey 

• Meeting was adjourned at 10:57 am by Ophelia Cruse. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Ophelia Cruse 
Director of Special Transportation 
 
 

http://www.fta.dot.gov/legislation%20law/12349
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