
HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Meeting Minutes 

July 27, 2011 
 

I. Call to Order – The July meeting of the Human Services Advisory Council (HSAC) 
was called to order at 5:35 p.m. by Ken Oexle, HSAC Chair. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions – Everyone was welcomed and introductions were 

made. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes – There was a motion to approve the June minutes.  The 
motion was approved with no opposition and three abstentions. 

 
IV. County of Morris Department of Human Services – Mary Jo Buchanan,  

   Frank Pinto 
Ms. Buchanan stated that she will be leaving her position as Director of Human 
Services to become the new Assistant County Administrator.  Frank Pinto will be the 
new Director of Human Services.  Ms. Buchanan welcomed Frank to his new 
position.  Ms. Buchanan thanked everyone for all their hard work and dedication to 
this advisory council.  This advisory council has some very special people and each 
one brings a unique gift to the table. 
 
Mr. Pinto thanked everyone for the warm welcome.  He has been with the Morris 
County Department of Planning and Development for 23 years.  Mr. Pinto’s 
background is in land use and planning.  He will do his best to maintain the same 
level of service and commitment as Mary Jo brought to the position.  Mr. Pinto is use 
to working with advisory boards since he has been involved with about ten advisory 
boards in the past.   
 
Mr. Oexle welcomed Mr. Pinto to the Department and thanked Ms. Buchanan for her 
years of dedicated service.  

 
Freeholder John Murphy thanked the advisory members for all the work they do.  The 
passion of the people on this advisory council is truly appreciated.  It has been a great 
experience to work with Mary Jo Buchanan.  Best wishes to Mary Jo in her new 
position.  We are all sad to see her go but happy that she is still part of the Morris 
County family.  Thank you to everyone for all the hard work they do and for making 
Morris County a great county. 
 

V. County of Morris Planning and Development, Division of Community 
Development – No Report 

 
VI. New Jersey Department of Human Services (NJDHS) – Luis Tamayo 

The budget is settled and there are a few things changing. Some of the General 
Assistance (GA) cuts have been taken off - cash to GA folks.  Also 1,400 folks were 
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taken off Family Care.  However, most of those folks have been reinstated.  There are 
now only 200 that are still off and that is good news. 
 
There will be a savings of $9 million after closing one psychiatric hospital.  Hagedorn 
Hospital will be closed within 2 years.  Folks currently in the hospital will be placed 
adequately and safely.  Vineland Hospital will also be closed. 
 
The Global Medicaid waiver has still not been submitted.  It is good that this process 
has slowed down.  This has allowed more time for input.  Public input is helping to 
shape this waiver better.  Hopefully by mid-August the Global Medicaid Waiver will 
be submitted.  It should be approved at the October meeting.  The Global Medicaid 
Waiver will eliminate many folks from eligibility and this is of great concern.  It will 
keep new folks from coming into the system since there are tougher rules. There are 
not a lot of answers on how these folks that are not able to get into the system will be 
able to get health care.  However, even with these various concerns Mr. Tamayo 
believes this waiver will be approved.  There are some major changes and 
implications.  There are also concerns about medications that may not be covered and 
about the shift to HMO’s.  For further information on this waiver go to:  
www.cms.gov/medicaidstwaivprogdemopgi/mwdl/. 
 
It was suggested that folks use the Medicaid Assistance Customer Centers (MACC’s) 
to get further help.  MACC’s are part of the Medicaid office and they can answer 
questions on changes that will be taking place.  For further information on MACC’s  
go to:  www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmahs/info/resources/macc/index.html. 
 
Ms. Buchanan stated the county hosted a recent information/conversation/discussion 
meeting on the potential changes in the Medicaid Program.  This meeting was held at 
the Public Safety Training Academy on June 29.   Many folks came and expressed 
their concerns about the proposed changes.  These potential changes will have a 
major impact on many folks. 
 
Some of the prominent issues at this time are proposals regarding changes for detox 
beds and childcare vouchers.  There was feedback given by the public on both these 
issues at the State Human Services Meeting.  This public input has been very helpful. 
 
Division of Developmental Disabilities –  
Ms. Delaney stated that the families of adult children with disabilities are continuing 
to meet at the Morris County Library.  The next meeting will be held on  
September 20.  Senator Bucco has been a big supporter of this group.  He suggested 
since the meeting is getting so large that perhaps they might want to try to hold the 
meetings at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  
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VII. N.J. Department of Children and Families (DCF)  - Dave Johnston 
The Morris Qualitative Review was completed in April.  The overall score was 92%, 
thus far the highest in the state.  The Division is now reviewing the Personal 
Improvement Plan (PIP) generated by the Qualitative Review and will be working on 
implementation of the recommendations.  
 
In June 2011 the referrals to the DYFS offices in Morris Count were as follows: 
 Morris East LO     -     68 abuse/neglect investigations 
                               -     18 child welfare assessment (CWS) 
            Morris East LO     -     86 Total 
 
 Morris West LO       -110 abuse/neglect investigations 

                                                      -     26 child welfare assessment (CWS) 
Morris West LO    -   136 Total (low for this office) 

  
VIII. Staff Report – Shelia Carter 

HUD Continuum of Care Application for Homeless Funding 
 The County of Morris registered to enter HUD’s SuperNOFA competition for 

homeless services in 2011 on Wednesday, July 13. 
o In 2010 $1,542,324 (an increase of $120,058) came into Morris County to 

provide permanent housing for veterans. 
o In preparation for submission of the 2011 HUD application for homeless 

funding, the Notice of Intent from all agencies interested in applying for 
funding through the County of Morris Continuum of Care will be posted 
to the County website with a return date of Friday, August 12.   

 Agency Project presentations will be held before the HSAC Program Review 
Committee beginning at 2:30 p.m., 3 hours prior to the Wednesday, August 24 
general meeting. 

  The Program Review Committee will present recommendations for final 
approval at the HSAC general committee meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

 HSAC general committee approved project recommendations will also be 
incorporated into the Continuum of Care Application developed by Monarch 
Housing. 

 Agencies with approved projects will submit Exhibit 2 applications in E-SNAPS. 
 Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2 applications will be submitted to HUD by Monarch 

Housing Consultants according to the HUD Continuum of Care for Homeless 
Services RFA deadline, yet to be determined. 

 
HSAC 2011 Monitoring and 2012 Funding Recommendation Schedule 

 Eight of eighteen agencies (11 programs) are being monitored during the month 
of July. Monitoring Reports will be prepared by the end of the month. 

 Ten agencies (15 programs) are being monitored during the month of August. 
Monitoring Reports will be prepared by the end of the month. 
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 The HSAC Program Review Committee will meet Thursday, September 1 and 
Friday September 2 to review 2012 funding applications and develop funding 
recommendations. 

 Funding recommendations will be presented at the general committee meeting 
Wednesday, September 21. 

 
IX. Subcommittee Reports –  

Program Review – Rebekka Zydel 
The State has decided to move to a Dedicated Voucher System.  The Division of 
Family Development (DFD) wants to work collaboratively with the Department of 
Human Services on developing the process for the Dedicated Voucher System.  The 
Program Review subcommittee has already met twice and has put forth their 
recommendations for the Dedicated Voucher System.  A copy of their 
recommendations is in each member’s folder.  Once the full HSAC approves the 
subcommittee’s recommendations, this information will be submitted to the State. 
 
Dave Johnston from the N.J. Department of Children & Families, Division of Youth 
& Family Services (DYFS), raised a concern as to the Center Based Contract (CBC) 
conversion and its impact on the DYFS priority families. Rebekka will look into this 
and get back to us. 
 
Ken Oexle stated that we need to meet in August since this proposal will have to go 
to Division of Family Development (DFD).  Once DFD approves it can be put into 
action.    We need to get this done by the end of August since there is one CBC 
converting in September.   
 
Rebekka Zydel stated that through the conversion process DFD has made some 
accommodations.  DFD is allowing funds to be intermixed and allowing the centers to 
change slots.  January is the next conversion of the remaining nine agencies.   
 
Luis Tamayo stated that he feels agencies that are in danger of closing should be 
given more slots. 
 
Mary Jo Buchanan suggested possibly adding something in the packet that states 
information on the areas that are in need or supply and demand.  Perhaps a more in-
depth study should be made where the needs are most.   
 
Motion was made to put forward the recommendations to the State from the HSAC 
on the Dedicated Voucher System.  Motion was approved with one abstention and no 
opposition.  These recommendations will be forwarded to the State tomorrow. 
  
 

X. Advisory Committee Reports 
Youth Services Advisory Committee (YSAC) – No Report 
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Workforce Investment Board (WIB) – Report Provided by David Hollowell 
- The WIB has applied to the Alcoa Grant Foundation for $15,000 to buy new 

computers for the Workforce Learning Link at the Dover One Stop Career.  
Alcoa has indicated that the WIB’s application has a good chance of being 
funded but has not yet officially notified the WIB.  There is a possibility that 
the grant award amount will be increased to $20,000 pending availability to 
Alcoa Grant Foundation Funds. 

- The WIB, through Morris, Sussex, Warren Employment and Training 
Services, is administering a National Emergency Grant to retrain and 
reemploy dislocated pharmacy and bio-science workers.  To date 95 workers 
have entered training and 14 are employed in new jobs.  The WIB has met all 
contract requirements to date and the New Jersey Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development has applied to the United State Department of Labor 
for additional funding to continue grant operations through 2012. 

- The WIB is using $15,000 from its Business Development funding to 
purchase economic development organizations, schools and businesses to plan 
effective labor market activities and interventions to support the Morris 
County regional economy. 

 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Advisory Board (MHSAAB) – No Report  
 
Council on Aging, Disabilities and Veterans – No Report 
 
Morris, Sussex, Warren HIV/AIDS Committee – Robert Armstrong 
The Committee met on July 12. 
 
The balance of the Ryan White, Part A grant award for the Newark Eligible 
Metropolitan Area (NEMA) has been delayed and is still being processed. 
 
After much advocating, AIDS Drug Distribution Program (ADDP) recipients with an 
income level of 300 to 500% of the national poverty level, have had their formulary 
restored, which now includes both HIV and non-HIV medications. 
 
The Newark EMA Grantee reported to the HIV Health Services Planning Council 
regarding Part A and the Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI) for FY 2010.  
Approximately $12,680,000 was spent on HIV care and treatment for the five-county 
region, which was 88% of the total award.  (Usually 85% goes to care and treatment; 
the extra 3% came from funds usually spent on administrative costs.)  Clients served 
were up 1.6%.  In 2008, NEMA’s unobligated balance was approximately $160,000.  
In 2010, it was $1,566, thereby, maximizing resources.  In the Morris-Sussex-Warren 
County region, approximately $1,200,000 was spent on HIV care and treatment, 
including support services. 
 
Priority Setting and Resource Allocation recommendations for Part A funding will be 
addressed at the next meeting, August 9, at New Jersey Aids Services (NJAS) on the 
Greystone property. 
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 The United Way Child Care Management and Capacity Team – Jeff Bashe 

Success by Six Race to the Top is working on a press release with the Morris County 
Childcare Directors Association to make people aware of what is happening.  There 
are 500 million children nationally eligible and in New Jersey alone there are 60 
million in childhood education programs. 

 
XI. Old Business  

Rebekka Zydel stated that the state is changing from a pay by check program to a pay 
by card program for the child care centers.  The first training for providers was last 
week and there are many concerns.  Use of this type of card for payment would 
require the child care centers to have a land line.  Some of the smaller child care 
centers do not have land lines.  This addition of a land line may be too expensive for 
the smaller centers.  The first waive of feedback has been received.  It is also a 
concern that many providers may not have a computer they can use.   Child and 
Family Resources has set up a computer at their agency that other child care providers 
can use in the event they don’t have a computer.  There is concern that some child 
care providers may not take the subsidy because of these various complications. 
 

XII. New Business – Ken Oexle 
There is a copy in your folder of a letter from the HSAC to Ms. Gretchen Hartling at 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation recommending Hope House for the New Jersey 
Health Initiatives Community Agency Capacity Project.  This letter recognizes that 
Hope House is a major service provider that addresses Behavioral Health, Substance 
Abuse Counseling and Senior Services in the community.  Hope House serves over 
2,300 individuals with Behavioral Health Services and an additional 600 families 
with food pantry services each year.  If funded through this grant, Robert Wood 
Johnson, New Jersey Health Initiatives Capacity Building Initiative will enable Hope 
House to strengthen internal systems, financial management and long term 
sustainability. 
 
Mary Jo Buchanan stated she has also written letters of support for other 
organizations as well for the New Jersey Health Initiatives Community Agency 
Capacity Project.  Some agencies went to Mary Jo directly asking her for letters of 
support.  This grant is a capacity grant and fortunately each agency has been looking 
for different things.   
 
Motion was made to send this letter of support for Hope House from the HSAC to 
Ms. Hartling at Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for the capacity grant.  Motion was 
passed with 3 abstentions and no opposition.   
 

XIII. Public Comment – None 
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XIV. Adjournment – 
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
   Patricia Mocarski 
   Program Development Aide 
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ATTENDANCE 
HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL – JULY 27, 2011 

 
Members Present: Affiliation: 
Armstrong, Robert Citizen Representative/Morris, Sussex, Warren HIV 
Bashe, Jeffrey Citizen Representative/UWNJ Success by Six 
Brands, Marcia Citizen Representative 
Csengeto, Linda CEAS/COC Representative/OTA 
Delaney, Nancy  Citizen Representative 
Manley, Elizabeth Caring Partners/YSAC 
Melo, Mary Jane  Citizen Representative 
Merz, Debi Citizen Representative 
Miller, Debby Citizen Representative  
Oexle, Kenneth Citizen Representative 
Roers, Michelle United Way of Northern NJ 
Pappas, Thomas Citizen Representative/Aging, Disabilities & Vets. 
Walker, David Morristown Neighborhood House 
Zydel, Rebekka Child & Family Resources 
  
Members Absent: Affiliation: 
Guevara, Xiomara Hispanic Affairs 
Hollowell, David Citizen Representative/WIB 
Laureys, Cecilia    Citizen Representative 
Tietjen, Susan Citizen Representative 
LaRussa, Charles Citizen Representative/MHSAAB 
McKeithen, Kathy Citizen Representative 
Wilson, Ruth Commerce Bank 
  
State DCF – Present Affiliation: 
Johnston, David DCF/DYFS 
  
State DHS - Present 
Tamayo, Luis 

Affiliation: 
State Department of Human Services  

  
Freeholder - Present 
Murphy, John 

Affiliation: 
County of Morris DHS Liaison 

  
MCDHS - Present Affiliation: 
Buchanan, Mary Jo MC Department of Human Services 
Carter, Shelia MC Department of Human Services 
Fetzer-Mocarski, Patricia MC Department of Human Services 
Pinto, Frank MC Department of Human Services 
  

 
 
 


