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ADVISORY COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER 
UPDATES – AUGUST 16, 2016 

MORRIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

The Workforce Development Board reported that Career Connections is a new user focused interactive portal provided by the 
NJ Department of Labor and Workforce Development to bring relevant workforce information from diverse sources together 
on a single anchor site. The site is designed to serve both job seekers and the employers. Interactive features include audience 
paths to OnRamp Job Board, NJTOPPS Eligible Training Providers List, Jersey Job Club, and the NJ Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development job fair calendar. It replaces the former Jobs 4 Jersey website. www.careerconnections.nj.gov 

The MHASAB reports that the “Stigma Free Communities Initiative” was kicked off at the Consumer & Family Forum in 
June.  The first Stigma Free committee meeting was held on July 20.  If you are interested in participating in the committee or 
finding out further information, please call Laurie Becker, Morris County Mental Health Administrator, at 973-285-6852. 
Please check out the Stigma Free materials on the county website at http://morriscountynj.gov/hs/stigma-free/. 

The MHASAB reports that the next Opiate Task Force meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 16, at the Office of 
Temporary Assistance, Ground Floor Conference Room at 5:00 p.m.  The Countywide Prevention Forum will be held on 
Wed., Nov. 2, at the Meadow Wood Manor.  They are hoping to include a panel discussion and talk about heroin and current 
drug trends.   

CITY OF NEWARK, RYAN WHITE GRANTEE 

The Ryan White Grantees Office has closed out the FY15 grant year with expenditures totaling $12,958,411.56 and a final 
balance of $502.44 (all administrative dollars).  100% of the care and treatment dollars were utilized. 

FY16 Final Allocations are complete.  Tri-county care and treatment budget is 8.58% of total service dollars, equal to the 
EMA’s HIV prevalence in that region.   

Final award letters will be distributed to sub grantees on or around 8/15/16.   

Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & Treatment is being held in Washington, D.C. 8/23 – 8/26/16.   The theme for 2016 
is “Forward Momentum: Accelerating Access, Optimizing Care, and Transforming Health.  It recognizes the Ryan White 
Program’s “unwavering commitment to the National HIV/AIDS Strategy: Updated to 2020 and its goal to decrease new HIV 
infections, reduce HIV-related health disparities, and improve access to HIV care and treatment without stigma and 
discrimination.  With some exception, attendance is limited to Grantees (All Parts), Planning Council representatives and 
Health Care Providers.   During the conference attendees will learn about the latest advancements in HIV care and treatment 
from leaders in the field, identify strategies to enhance recipient’s programmatic and fiscal knowledge, offer opportunities for 
collaboration, and share best practices.			 	
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PLANNING COUNCIL 

The NEMA Planning Council last met on Wednesday, July 20, 2016 at 1:30pm at the Planning Council Offices. The Planning 
Council next meets on Wednesday, September 21 at 1:30pm at the Planning Council Office. 

CONTINUUM OF CARE COMMITTEE (COC)  

The COC Committee last met on Thursday, August 11, 2016. They enjoyed a lengthy discussion on barriers to care. The 
members focused on how to best address the identified barriers for Viral Load Suppression, and the factors that prevent clients 
from being suppressed. It was noted that insurance companies create most of the barriers for Viral Load Suppression. Therefore, 
the members of the committee will formulate a list of all 340B Pharmacies that eliminate copays. The members then reviewed 
the standards of care, placing tremendous focus on recommendations from HRSA. The COC next meets on Thursday, 
September 8 at 10:00am at the Planning Council Office. 

RESEARCH & EVALUATION COMMITTEE (REC)  

The REC Committee last met on Monday, July 18 to review and discuss the updated findings on the 2016 Needs Assessment 
from NEMA Consultant, Sharon Postel. The committee then reviewed the grantee survey for the Assessment of the 
Administrative Mechanism and the draft of the Work Plan for the Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan. The committee 
focused on its responsibilities for the Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan, and later approved the grantee survey for the 
Assessment of the Administrative Mechanism. The REC next meets on Monday, August 15 at 10:00am at the Planning Council 
Office. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES/ COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS (CIA)  

The CIA/CC meeting scheduled for July 21, 2016 was cancelled. The CIA/CC next meets on Thursday, August 18 at 6pm at 
the Planning Council Office.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE  

The CPC Committee last met on Firday, July 22 to receive a presentation from the Grantee on the FY’15 Spending & Service 
Utilization as well as the FY’16 Allocations Plan. The Grantee noted that the utilization of HIPCSA is going up and medication 
assistance is now being provided under that service category. It was also reported that Health Insurance Premium & Cost-
Sharing Assistance (HIPCSA) is underutilized. The committee then continued to work on the Integrated HIV Prevention and 
Care Work Plan. On Friday, August 12, 2016, the final service category rankings for the FY’17 were approved. To conclude, the 
members discussed the importance of services and how the services should be ranked; housing was the focus of that discussion. 
The CPC next meets on Friday, September 9 at 9:30pm at the Planning Council Office. 


