
 
MORRIS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE  

ADVISORY BOARD - FEBRUARY 10, 2011 
 
 

I. Call to Order and Approval of December Minutes – 
LaJuan Tucker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m.  There was a 
motion to approve the December minutes as distributed.  The minutes were 
approved with no abstentions and no opposition. 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions – 
LaJuan Tucker welcomed everyone and introductions were made. 
 

III. Chair Report – LaJuan Tucker 
There are some changes regarding the Prosecutor’s Mental Health Program.  
Initially the program focused only on those incarcerated; however, now the 
program is open to individuals on bail willing to participate in the program.   
 

IV. MHSAAB Orientation – Mary Jo Buchanan and Staff 
Ms. Buchanan presented an orientation on the County, Department and advisory 
groups.  She talked about the organizational structure of the County, the 
Department’s advisory boards and member’s roles and responsibilities as well as 
the staff’s roles and responsibilities.   
 
Ms. Becker briefly reviewed the MHSAAB’s role and responsibilities; then 
Ms. Jacobson and Mr. Nebesni provided information on the addictions and 
alliance service areas.   
 

V. Subcommittee Reports: 
Signing Up for 2011 Committees: 
Members are expected to sign up for at least one subcommittee.  Sign up sheets 
were passed around.   
 
Funding: 
Members were given a copy of the MHSAAB letter written in December to 
Valerie Larosiliere, Acting Assistant Commissioner, Division of Mental Health 
Services (DMHS), recommending that the Mental Health Association of Morris 
County (MHAMC) be awarded the grant for the Morris County’s Roads to 
Recovery Self-Help Center at Greystone.  It was announced that Collaborative 
Support Programs of New Jersey (CSP-NJ) was awarded this grant. 
 
Planning: 
No Report. 
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Legislative/Advocacy – Carol DeGraw 
The Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Law was approved in 2009.  This law 
was supposed to be implemented in 2010; however, there was no money to 
enforce it.  On January 20 the Acting DMHS Commissioner, Valerie Larosiliere, 
sent out a request for information for input into developing a proposal to meeting 
this law.  The MHSAAB legislative subcommittee, which includes community 
stakeholders, met to discuss and drafted a response to Ms. Larosiliere.  Copy of 
this response is in each member’s folder.   
 
Ms. DeGraw asked for approval of the MHSAAB to send out this letter on their 
behalf in response to the DMHS Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Request for 
Information.  There was a motion to approve this letter.  There was some 
discussion and comments.  Another motion was made to approve this letter going 
out with the request that law enforcement and domestic violence representation be 
added to any IOC planning efforts.  All were in favor of this letter going out with 
the suggested change.  There was no opposition and no abstentions.   
 
Valerie Fox, from the Public, mentioned that there are five states that don’t have 
the Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Law and suggested that there are plenty 
of service models to research. 
 
LaJuan Tucker thanked Laurie Becker and Carol DeGraw for putting this letter 
together. 
 
County Alliance Steering Committee (CASS) – Steve Nebesni 
At the last meeting the by-laws were finalized.  There was a question about voting 
by email.  Mr. Nebesni emailed the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse (GCADA) regarding voting by email and they stated it was up to the 
individual group.  There will be a meeting next Monday at 3:30 p.m. to try to 
work out the details of email voting.  Mary Jo Buchanan said that with email 
voting everyone has to vote and the vote has to be unanimous. 
 
The CASS had the idea to invite the Alliances to meetings to do informal 
presentations.  The Madison Alliance will give a presentation on March 14. 
 

VI. Staff Reports 
Mental Health Administrator – Laurie Becker 
The annual Public Forum is penciled in for June 2 at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Fortunately there is some State Mental Health 
Board money remaining to support this event.  There will be a planning meeting 
for the Forum on March 9 at 2:00 p.m.  Deb Ward volunteered to be on this 
committee.  If anyone else is interested, please come to this meeting. 
 
The Co-Occurring Conference will be on June 24 and is an all day conference.  
Attendees should be able to get CEU’s for attending this conference. 
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The 2011 Grant-In-Aid Subgrants went out to providers this week. 
 
Municipal Alliance Coordinator – Steve Nebesni  
Steve mentioned that the date still hasn’t been set for the Community Anti Drug 
Coalition of America (CADCA) training.  There was Alliance Training on 
January 19 at the Office of Temporary Assistance on the new reporting forms to 
be used.  The new forms for the GCADA seem easier and less redundant. 
 
The 2011 Letters of Agreement were mailed today.   
 
There will be a Natural High Skating Event on March 24 at the Mennen Arena.  
Stephen is working with Carol Spencer to try to get the skating registration on the 
internet and the event reminder notice on the internet.   
 
Addictions Services Administrator – Beth Jacobson 
Beth Jacobson advised that the County is still waiting for the final 2011 grant 
award letter from the Division of Addiction Services (DAS) and expects it any 
day.     
 
The State is sponsoring Mental Health and Addiction Consumer and Family 
Forums at various locations throughout New Jersey, for the purpose of discussing 
the merger of the Division of Mental Health and the Division of Addiction 
Services.  Fliers were distributed.  The open forums are opportunities for 
consumers and families to provide feedback to the New Jersey Department of 
Human Services on how we can improve services in our state.  In Morris County 
the forum will be held at the Morris County Library on March 3 at 30 East 
Hanover Avenue in Whippany from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  For registration 
please go to DMHASmerger@dhs.state.nj.us. 
 
Ms. Jacobson also distributed fliers from the National Council on Alcoholism and 
Drug Dependence-New Jersey (NJADD-NJ) on the New Model of Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Care.  This brochure is one in a series of brochures on health care 
reform related to addiction treatment.  
 
On Friday, March 11, NJDHS will hold a special meeting on health care reform.  
The focus of the meeting will be the new federal health care law, especially its 
impact on our state and on counties (both county government as well as service 
providers within counties). 
 

VII. Joint PAC Report – Laurie Becker 
At the Joint PAC meeting there was a discussion on the Involuntary Outpatient 
Commitment Law.  There was also a presentation on Traumatic Brain Injury. 
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VIII. State Liaison Reports – 
Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) – Theresa Wilson 
The responses to the Request for Funding Proposal (RFP) for the Involuntary 
Outpatient Commitment Law are due February 15. 
 
There is a RFP out for supportive housing.  Anyone interested can check the 
division website at:  www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhs/home/index.html.  There is 
also information on the proposed Hagedorn closure posted on this website as well 
as information on the DMHS/DAS Division merger.  
 
Division of Addiction Services (DAS) – No Report 
 

IX. Old Business – None 
 

X. New Business – None 
 

XI. Open to the Public – 
There were two new representatives in attendance from People Helping People in 
Need.  They are dedicated to providing a Holistic service approach to promote 
recovery through self determination.  They provide a myriad of vocational and 
educational services specifically designed for the mentally ill, disabled and 
substance dependent.  They also act as an advocate and liaison for the mentally ill, 
disabled and substance dependent and encourage independence through 
employment, educational skills and community living. They want to spread the 
word about their agency.  People Helping People in Need is located in 
Morristown.   
 

XII. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Patricia Mocarski 
Program Development Aide 
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Mental Health Substance Abuse Advisory Board 

Attendance 
Thursday, February 10, 2011 

 
 

Members Present     Affiliation 
Gregg Benson      Citizen Representative 
Carol DeGraw      United Way of Morris County 
Margaret Himsl       Citizen Representative 
Fran Libasci      Citizen Representative 
LaJuan Tucker      Prosecutor’s Office  
Barbara Ward      Citizen Representative 
Deborah Ward      Citizen Representative 
 
 
Members Absent      Affiliation 
Charlie Berman      Citizen Representative  
Karen Cutaneo      Citizen Representative 
Lauren Hirtes      Citizen Representative 
Charles LaRussa      Citizen Representative 
Marcy McMann      Citizen Representative 
Susan Tietjen      Citizen Representative 
Spiro Milonas      Citizen Representative  
David Walker      Citizen Representative 
 
Staff Present      Affiliation 
Theresa Wilson      DMHS 
 
Staff Present      Affiliation 
Laurie Becker      MCDHS 
Mary Jo Buchanan     MCDHS 
Pat Fetzer-Mocarski     MCDHS 
Beth Jacobson      MCDHS 
Steve Nebesni      MCDHS 
 
Public and Guests     Affiliation 
Valerie Fox      Consumer 

      Qadriyyah Sakhu      People Helping People 
      Jane Shivas      Jersey Battered Women’s Svc. 
      Rasheedah Ziyied      People Helping People 
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