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ADVISORY COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER 
UPDATES – JUNE 21, 2016 

MORRIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 The County Resource and Referral Agency, Child & Family Resources, reported that there is no waiting list for child care 
subsidies.  The Agency is serving all eligible applicants and receives approximately 30 new applications for child care 
subsidies a week.  The number of applications received increases in the summer (May – Aug.).  There are approximately 
16 Child Day Care Centers throughout Morris County that accept these child care subsidies which are administered 
through dedicated vouchers.  These centers hold 350 dedicated voucher spots cumulatively.  There are currently not any 
openings at any of the dedicated voucher centers. 

 The Workforce Development Board (WDB) reported that Sean Hendricks, Department of Labor Business Representative 
in Morris County, reported that one or two positive recruitments per week are hosted by the Randolph One-Stop Career 
Center.  Positive recruitment is an employer specific recruiting, pre-screening and hiring event that uses all One-Stop 
Career Center resources to assist businesses in reaching staffing goals. On Wednesday June 8 there was a positive 
recruitment for Atlantic Health at the Randolph One-Stop Career Center.  Atlantic Health has already posted 15 openings 
on Jobs4Jersey for nurses, patient care technicians, clerks, lab services coordinators and a dental hygienist. Atlantic Health 
plans to request positive recruitments twice a year for the foreseeable future. They are also working with My Limousine on 
recruitment of drivers.  
For further information, see Jobs4Jersey.com, or contact Elena Collins at the Randolph One-Stop Career Center for 
Jobs4Jersey information.  Her number is (862) 397-5600, extension 3975739. 
Jane A. Armstrong has joined the WDB staff as a Senior Planner.  She holds a Doctorate degree in research from the State 
University of NY Health Science Center, Brooklyn and a Post-doctoral fellowship from Rutgers, the State University of 
New Jersey.  She is a tenured faculty member and Chair of Biology and Mathematics at Centenary University.  In 2003, 
she accepted the position of Dean of Health and Natural Sciences, and later Dean of Corporate and Community 
Programs, at County College of Morris.  She brings the WDB experience in workforce development, federal grant 
acquisition and management, and a history of the development and delivery of collaborative community programs with 
non-profit and academic partners.   

 The MC Chosen Board of Freeholders and the MC Department of Human Services hosted the 22nd Annual Forum for 
Consumers and Families entitled “Many Faces of Recovery:  Stigma Revisited” on Tuesday, June 14, at the Haggerty 
Center, Frelinghuysen Arboretum, in Morristown.  Invited to the program were Individuals and their families who have 
been involved with or wanted to learn more about the Morris County’s publicly-funded human services.  Morris County 
Freeholder Hank Lyon proudly announced the “Stigma Free Communities Initiative”.  There was a special recognition for 
Terri Belske.  The “Mental Health Consumer Advocate” recognition award was given to her family in her honor and 
memory for many years of dedication to consumer advocacy.  This award will be given to honor a dedicated consumer 
advocate each year. 
The Forum provides a means for the Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board to seek public comment on 

services and unmet needs in order to strengthen the county’s services.  Agency and government officials were on hand to 

address the public’s questions and comments.  There were an excellent turnout with over 150 in attendance.  All especially 

enjoyed the inspiring personal recovery stories that were told.  Further information on the Forum or the “Stigma Free 

Initiative” may be obtained by calling the Morris County Mental Health Administrator, Laurie Becker, at 973-285-6852. 

 

CITY OF NEWARK, RYAN WHITE GRANTEE 

No update. 

PLANNING COUNCIL 

Currently the Planning Council is working on completing the Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan. The Council is also 
working on the 2016 Needs Assessment. We ask that providers have consumer surveys completed by Friday, June 24.  
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HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 

A presentation form the United Way was received. Their Success By 6 program focuses on communities where children from 

birth through age six, and especially those from ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) and low-income 

families, have access to affordable, high-quality early childhood education and experiences that prepare them to succeed in 

school and in life. The Dover community is struggling to serve folks in their community.  About 50% of Dover falls into the 

ALICE population. The United Way is partnering with El Primer Paso to work on a solution to maintain this child care facility 

in the neighborhood.   

It was announced that the Morris County Continuum of Care Notice of Intent is available for new projects. Please see the 

Morris county website for further information at http://morriscountynj.gov/hs/behavioral/community/continuum/ 

Also, Shelia Carter gave a tour of Morris County Human Services website.  The Office of Community Development updated 
the Analysis of Impediment to Fair Housing Choice and 2016 Action Plan. Review of these documents for public comment 
may also be found there at Office of Community Development | Morris County Human Services. 

It was reported that there is no waiting list for child care subsidies.  All eligible applicants are being served and approximately 
30 new applications per week are received.  The number of applications received weekly does not increase in the summer (May 
- August).  Currently there are 17 child care centers that hold 350 dedicated voucher spots cumulatively. They do not have any 
openings at any dedicated voucher centers. 

The following Advisory Committees provided reports, which are available on the County’s website: 

 Workforce Investment Board 

 Morris, Sussex, Warren HIV Advisory Council 

 Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board 

 Advisory Council on Aging Disabilities & Veterans  

 Youth Services Advisory Committee  

The next HSAC meeting will be June 28, 2016 at 5:00pm at 340 West Hanover Avenue, Morristown. 

FAMILY HEALTH CENTER 

PROGRAM UPDATE 

 Dr. Jason Kessler, the new Ryan White Program Director, will now be prescribing PEP and PrEP in his private 

practice. If you think any of your clients have partners that would be interested in PrEP, refer them to the HIV 

Counseling and Testing Center.   

HOPE HOUSE 

PROGRAM UPDATE 

 We have a new Executive Director for Catholic Family and Community services, Christine (Chris) Barton, LCSW. 

 We have changed the weekday that we hold our support groups from Mondays to Thursdays. Call 973-361-5555 ext. 

154 to sign up.   

June Support Groups:  

- Women’s Support Group-6/23 @ 1pm 

- General Support Group-6/30 2 1pm 

July Support Groups:  

- Men’s Group-7/14 @ 1pm 

- Women’s Group-7/21 @ 1pm 

- General Support Group-7/28 @ 1pm 

http://morriscountynj.gov/hs/behavioral/community/continuum/
http://morriscountynj.gov/hs/community/
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NEW JERSEY AIDS SERVICES 

EVENTS 

 A Client Appreciation Banquet will be held on at the Hyatt in Morristown on June 22nd at 6pm. This event is free for 

all NJ AIDS Services clients! RSVP to Alison Arce: a.arce@njas-inc.org  

 Our annual summer BBQ and cookout will be held on Saturday, July 30th at noon.  All welcome to attend. RSVP to 

Kelly Martins: k.martins@njas-inc.org  

 “Jazz for NJAzz” will be held on July 7th from 6:00-9:00pm at the Corner Bistro in Randolph. For reservations visit: 

www.thecornerbistronj.com  

 The Ride for Life, a 25 – 50 mile bike ride for AIDS, will be held on Sunday, September 25th beginning and ending in 

Morris Plains. For more information email: info@njas-inc.org 

PROGRAM UPDATE 

 NJ AIDS Services continues to host the following support groups: 

o Grief Support: Fridays at 11:00am 

o Gay Men’s Support: Thursdays at 11:00am 

o HIV Support: Wednesdays at 12:30pm 

NEW ISSUES/TRENDS 

 Lack of housing resources continues to be a problem for clients. 

 Copayments for medications are being presented as a frequent challenge for agency clients. 

ZUFALL HEALTH CENTER 

No update. 

mailto:a.arce@njas-inc.org
mailto:k.martins@njas-inc.org
http://www.thecornerbistronj.com/
mailto:info@njas-inc.org

