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ADVISORY COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER 
UPDATES – MARCH 15, 2016 

MORRIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

On Jan. 26 Morris County participated in NJ Counts 2016, a state-wide Point-In-Time count of homeless and at-risk of being 
homeless individuals and families.  An effort was made by a host of professionals and volunteers to ask homeless across the 
county – where they plan to spend the night.  The results of this survey will continue to guide Morris County in implementing 
a best practices effort to end homelessness within the county’s 39 municipalities. It is vital to obtaining Federal aid for 
homeless programs that are very important to this population.  This is a statewide event driven by U.S. Housing & Urban 
Development (HUD).  

The Morris County Prosecutor’s Office issued a press release in regard to 42 lives saved in Morris County in 2015 using 
Narcan/Naloxone kits (emergency treatment for suspected opioid overdose).  There are 27 out of the 39 Morris County 
Police Departments trained and carrying the kits.  The focus now is to assist these individuals in accessing appropriate 
treatment.  

The Affordable Alliance presented at the Human Services Advisory Council on their utility assistance programs.  They have 
two grants, both intended for low to moderate income New Jersey residents who are struggling to pay their gas and electric 
bills.  They are the Payment Assistance Gas and Electric (PAGE) Grant and the Temporary Relief for Utility Expense (TRUE) 
Grant.  Customers may benefit from both programs in a 12-month period for combined assistance towards their past due bill. 
Up to $750/utility is available under each program.  The same application is used for each program.  For more information on 
the PAGE and TRUE grants or to apply online, visit www.njpoweron.org or call (732) 982-8710. 

The Mental Health Addictions Services Advisory Board reported that there was discussion at the Joint PAC meeting to 
consider work on a stigma free initiative for all of Morris County. Jefferson is stigma free and the hope is to make progress on 
having the entire County stigma free.  The towns and counties that have a STIGMA-FREE Initiative have programs which 
aims to reduce the stigma associated with mental illness. They are dedicated to raising awareness of the disease of mental 
illness and create a culture wherein residents who have the disease feel supported by their community and neighbors and feel 
free to seek treatment for the disease without fear of stigma. 

 

CITY OF NEWARK, RYAN WHITE GRANTEE 

The Grantee’s Office received notice of a partial award on January 26 in the amount of $7,157,685 and awarded funding to 23 
Essex County providers and 10 Union County providers. Shannon Metlen has resigned his position as the Union County 
Project Manager so the City of Newark has taken over the management of the Union County Ryan White sub-recipients. The 
funding recommendations for three service categories may need to be adjusted by the Planning Council based on funding 
requests for FY16 and actual spending from FY15: Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance (HIPCS); Early 
Intervention Services (EIS) and Case Management. Ketlen Alsbrook will make a request to the Planning Council at the next 
meeting in regards to changing these funding allocations. 

HOPWA is undergoing several staffing changes and is changing the way that the program is structured. Changes will include 
factoring in local poverty rates when determining availability of funding and eligibility, limiting funding increases greater than 
20% or decreases greater than 10% for funding recipients and increasing administrative fees from 6% to 10%.  

  

http://www.njpoweron.org/
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PLANNING COUNCIL 

• The NEMA Planning Council last met on Wednesday, February 17, 2016 at 1:30pm at the Planning Council Offices.  
• Four new Planning Council members were sworn in as new members, appointed by Mayor Baraka of Newark, along 

with the reappointment of six Council members.  
• The Council received a presentation on the National HIV Strategy and HIV Continuum of Care during the PC 

educational session.  
• The planning Council will next meet on March 17, 2016. There will be a presentation by a State representative on the 

Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan including the Statewide Coordinated Statement of Need, 2017-2021.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

• The Council is working on the Integrated Prevention and Care Plan guidance. These are guidance from HRSA and 
CDC to help accelerate progress toward reaching the goals of the National HIV/AIDS Strategy. This include 
preventing new HIV infections, increasing access to care &improving health outcomes, reducing HIV-related health 
disparities. The Comprehensive Planning Committee is taking the lead. All standing committees will be assigned task 
to help draft the plan.  

RESEARCH AND EVALUATION COMMITTEE 

The Research & Evaluation Committee is working on the 2016 Needs Assessment.  

Proposed Research Questions for the 2016 Needs Assessment 

1. What are the gaps and barriers in meeting outcomes along the HIV Care Continuum among target groups (youth, 
MSM of color, people age 45 and older, and women of color) and late diagnosis?  

2. What are the characteristics of persons who test late for HIV?  
a. What are the reasons they are testing late?  
b. How many times did clients see a provider (medical provider) in the last year and did not receive HIV testing? 
c. What services are needed to meet the gaps and what are some of the barriers?  

CONTINUUM OF CARE COMMITTEE 

• The Continuum of Care Committee has drafted all the Service Standard definitions and will be working on putting 
together a PrEP directory.  

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITY 

• The Community Involvement Activity/Community Conversation last met on February 18th and had a presentation 
around Medicaid.  
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FAMILY HEALTH CENTER 

EVENTS 

• Morristown Medical Center will be holding an LGBT event in the hospital on March 30, 2016 at 10am. One of the 
Family Health Center patients will be speaking. 

STAFFING CHANGES 

• Dr. Jason Kessler has filled the Program Director position for HIV Care and Treatment at the Family Health Center. 
Dr. Joel Maslow will no longer be with FHC after the end of March. 

NEW ISSUES/TRENDS 

• Continued issues with patients whose Medicaid is being canceled due to failure to recertify, despite having mailed in 
their paperwork. Once canceled, it takes 30-90 days for Medicaid to be reinstated. 
 

HOPE HOUSE 

EVENTS 

• Hope House will be hosting the Lunch and Learn on April 20th at 1:00pm on the topic of Oral Health. Stephanie 
Paneca-Navarro from Amerigroup will be our guest speaker. 

• Consumer Advocacy Training on April 27th at 1:00pm-2:00pm 
• Support Groups will be held every Monday in April from 1:00pm-2:00pm: 

o Women’s Group-4/4 
o Co-ed Support Group-4/11 and 4/25 
o Men’s Group- 4/18 

STAFFING CHANGES 

• Danielle King has accepted the role of Manager of Community Support Services, effective 3/14/16 

NEW ISSUES/TRENDS 

• Housing continues to be an issue affecting many of our clients due to the changes in HOPWA 
• Hope House Rapid Re-Housing Program is taking referrals. Flyer to be circulated at the March Advisory Committee 

meeting.  
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NEW JERSEY AIDS SERVICES 

EVENTS 

• The NJ AIDS Walk is Sunday, May 1st 2016 on the Green in Morristown (10 N. Park Place Morristown, NJ 07960). 
Online registration is open, visit www.njaids.org and select Morristown.  

PROGRAM UPDATE 

• NJ AIDS Services has launched a grief support group. It meets Fridays at 11am.  
• Gay men’s support group has had a time/day change. It is now being offered on Thursdays at 11am.  
• Community case management has started an educational series for clients with Merck and Janssen Therapeutics. 

Topics include: HIV 101, medications, treatment adherence, etc.  

STAFFING CHANGES   

• We are currently hiring a full-time case manager for our Eric Johnson House program. Interested candidates should 
email: j.mceniry@njas-inc.org  

NEW ISSUES/TRENDS 

• Lack of housing resources continues to be a problem for clients, especially with recent changes in HOPWA for 
Morris County.  

• Copayments for medications are being presented as a frequent challenge for agency clients. 

 

ZUFALL HEALTH CENTER 

EVENTS 

• Set up Zufall’s AIDS Walk team website “Positively Zufall”. Flyer to be circulated at the March Advisory Committee 
meeting.  

• Working on National Testing Day event (preliminarily looking at Hackettstown) to target youth 

PROGRAM UPDATE 

• Practitioners had a training on PrEP 
• Putting together a case study training session for the clinician’s meeting in April on testing and counseling training 

(when a person tests positive) 
• Awaiting funding decision to open up HIV clinic at Somerville location to begin April 1 (take over RWJ-Somerset’s 

Ryan White Clinic) 
• Newton Zufall site to open in a few weeks (will have dental too) 

STAFFING CHANGES 

• Linkage to Care Coordinator position in Somerville is open 

 

http://www.njaids.org/
mailto:j.mceniry@njas-inc.org
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