
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 
                          340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township 
  

Minutes, ACADV Meeting, April 11, 2013 
  
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Joel Aronson 
Peter Gimbel 
Robert Hughes 
Rich Nyquist 
Jeannette Perlman 
Sheila Shuford 
Kathy Siegrist 
Michael Vaillancourt 
Louis Valori 
 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Vera Blossom, Aging 
Tammi Brown, Nutrition  
Lucy Cannizzo, Aging 
Mary Ann Carlucci, Aging 
Ophelia Cruse, Nutrition 
Theresa Davis, Aging, Disabilities and Veterans 
Charles Jurgensen, Veterans 
Pat Petrillo, Aging 
Dawn Skrinak, MAPS 
Patricia Zakrzeski, Disabilities and Veterans 
  
GUESTS 
Benay Quadrel –Interpreter 
Tom Pappas 
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Minutes, ACADV Meeting, April 11, 2013 
 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 12:10 P.M. by Joel Aronson  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the February 14, 2013                                   
meeting.    
                                      
Chairperson’s Report – Joel Aronson 
The members were reminded to return their biographical profiles and the membership 
responsibilities form as soon as possible. 
          
Staff Reports   
 
Department’s Report – Theresa Davis 
May is traditionally celebrated as “Older American’s Month”, and  
this year’s theme is “Unleash the Power of Age”. 

 
 The month of May has the following events scheduled: 
 

5/7     1:30 pm Senior and Disability Art show awards at the Morris  
          County Library.  Artwork is displayed throughout the month. 
 
5/14   1:30 pm “Living Treasures” award in conjunction with  
          St Francis Health Care Center and Morris County Department  
          of Human Services, AARP of Northwest NJ and MCCoOPO.                                              
              
5/17     MCCoOPO annual Presidents Luncheon  
 
5/24    County College “Celebrates Seniors” a day long event  
            
5/24    12 noon Morris County annual Memorial Day Ceremony  
           Distinguished Medal Ceremony on the Courthouse lawn. 
 

 Also the new Morris County Directory of Services is available and  online at 
MorrisHumanServices.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3

Office Reports 
  

1. MAPS- Dawn Skrinak 
         MAPS provided the following: 
 
         2,341 Rides in January: 
    Medical Trips – 1,658 
    Employment Trips – 249 
    Nutrition – 53 
                Other Trips - 381 
 

 2,628 Rides in February: 
    Medical Trips – 1,722 
    Employment Trips – 366 
    Nutrition – 46 

 Other Trips – 250 
 
         2,580 Rides in March: 
                     Medical Trips- 1,725 
                     Employment Trips- 378 
                     Nutrition- 45 
                     Other Trips- 432  

 
2. Nutrition- Tammi Brown 

The nutrition program provided the following number of meals: 
       JANUARY: 
         Congregate Meals      10,659                                                   

                     Home Delivered Meals                             30,749 
         Weekend Meals        1,600                                  
 
         Total                43,008                                                      
 
         FEBRUARY: 
         Congregate Meals                       9,147                                         
         Home Delivered Meals                              26,428 
         Weekend Meals                                         1,680      
 

         Total                                37,255 
 

      MARCH: 
 Congregate Meals              10,174 
 Home Delivered Meals             27,496 
 Weekend Meals                       1,800 
 
        Total                39,470 
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       The Nutrition Program delivered 3,047 Shelf Stable Meals to homebound  
       seniors during the first quarter of 2013, for emergencies. The Program was  
       given 1000 Meals Ready to Eat (MRE) and water to be distributed within the  
       next month. 

 
    3. Veterans- Charles Jurgensen   

   The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in January,        
         February, and March 2013. 
 

 Number of clients assisted:      243 
 

 Office mail-outs of veteran’s information:            93 
 

     There was a Distinguished Service Medal Ceremony on March, 13th at which 11       
     veterans were  honored. 

 
 
4. ADRC- Lucy Cannizzo     

           The 2013 Older American Act (OAA) and Grant-In-Aid (GIA) sub-grants have been    
           signed by the Freeholders . Copies have been sent to the agencies. 
 
          The County received notice that 2013 Peer Grouping would be available at the 2012 level,   
          $800,000.   The sub-grants are in the process of being completed.  
 

    ADRC phone calls For January, February and March are as follows: 
 

 January:    270 
 February:  286 
 March:      278 

   
 Committee Reports-  

 
A. Community Relations-  Richard Nyquist 

          The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, March 14, to discuss ACADV 
          issues/concerns which should be shared with the public. 
 
         The Committee agreed that information about the AARP driver safety course 
         should be shared with the public. 
 
         Flyers on the AARP Driver Safety Course have been distributed to Nutrition   
         Congregate sites, Senior Housing facilities and Veterans offices. 
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      B. Legislative Review- Bob Hughes 

     The Legislative Review Committee met on March 7, 2013.   
 
        The members reviewed the following bills and would like the endorsement of  
        The ACADV 
       

 Assembly Bill No. 624. Requires State to reimburse counties and municipalities for salary 
and fringe benefit costs of employee on official leave of absence for military service in 
war on terror.   

 
 Assembly Bill No. 1304. Increases annual income limitation to receive senior and 

disabled citizens’ property tax deduction to $15,000.00 
 

 Assembly Bill No. 3357. This bill deletes references to pejorative and archaic language 
that is used in the State statutes when referring to persons with developmental, cognitive, 
or psychiatric disabilities.  

 
 Assembly Bill No. 3404 / Senate Bill No. 2515. Provides gross income tax deduction for 

certain expenses paid or incurred for care and support of qualifying senior family 
member; designated as Caregiver’s Assistance Act. 

 
  At the February 14th meeting a motion was made and passed to write letters 

of support to the legislators for Assembly Bill No. 3404 / Senate Bill No. 2515.  That 
has been done.   

 
        The ACT (Advisory Councils Together) met on March 22.  The discussion  

  centered around sequestration and renewal of the Older American’s Act. 
        The next ACT meeting will be held April 26th, 2013 at our office.  
 

C. Planning/Program Review – Joel Aronson 
         The Planning and Program Review Committee met on March 14, 2013.  The members  

 discussed the results of the 2012 survey.   Beginning with the services ranked highest, a  
 comparison was made to the services supported grant funding. 

 
         Also, questions arose regarding home delivered meals and if the program would be   
         affected by any loss of Federal funding.  
  

   D. Disability Community Relations- Peter Gimbel 
          May 3rd, 4th, and 5th the Disabilities Expo will be held in Edison. It has products and   
          services for the disabled. And there will also be a demonstration on wheelchair dancing  
          and soccer. 
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   E. MCCoOPO- Richard Nyquist 
          Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders and liason to the Department of Human  
          Services Hank Lyon was the guest speaker at the March meeting.  He explained that the  
          2013 budget was introduced in February and would be discussed for one month with 
          all that had questions. And after that it will be voted on and either adopted or rejected. 

  He also assured the members that Morris View is intact and there is no plan to sell it.  
           

F. HSAC- Tom Pappas 
 The Council offered its funding recommendation for the   $161,460  

           Emergency Morris County’s Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR)   
            was submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  

 (HUD). 
 

 The Early Intervention and Retention Collaborative (ERIC) established to  
    bring together those involved in prevention and treatment of HIV AIDS and    
    involvement of those who work with high risk populations for expand  
    contracting HIV, is having a roundtable event April 19. 2013 at Hope House  
    in Dover.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Bob Armstrong  

         at RLA723@optimum.net 
 

  The annual Public Mental Health Forum will be held on June 11, 2013 from   
  5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Haggerty Center, 
  353 East Hanover Avenue, Morristown.  The forum is entitled “Many Faces of      

       Recovery  – The Importance of Connections”.   All are invited for an interactive 
       evening.   Light   refreshments will be served.  For more information call Laurie Becker    

         at (973) 285- 6852. 
 

 
 The Housing Alliance is continuing to urge towns to use municipal trust funds  

fordevelopment of affordable housing. The Housing and Community Development 
Network is planning a voterization event in northern New Jersey to support this effort. 
 
 

          
Adjournment-        Meeting adjourned at 1:45p.m. 
 


