
 
MORRIS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY 

BOARD – February 19, 2015 
 

 
 
Members Present: 
Gregg Benson, Citizen Representative 
Chris Chernick, Citizen Representative 
Linda Csengeto, OTA Rep. 
Carol DeGraw, United Way of NNJ 
Cheryl Garodnick, Citizen Representative 
Marcy McMann, Citizen Representative 
Mary Jane Melo, Citizen Representative 
LaJuan Tucker, MCPO 
Barbara Ward, Citizen Representative 
Deb Ward, Citizen Representative 
 
Also Attending: 
Eileen Alexander, DMHAS 
Valerie Fox, Public 
Lisa D. Taylor, Esq. 
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Laurie Becker, MCDHS 
Jennifer Carpinteri, MCDHS 
Beth Jacobson, MCDHS 
Pat Mocarski, MCDHS 
Steve Nebesni, MCDHS 
 
I. Call to Order and Approval of  January 8 minutes –   

Ms. Barb Ward, MHSAAB Chair, called the meeting to order at approximately  
5:35 p.m.  Mr. Benson requested that the January minutes be revised to reflect that he 
was in attendance for that meeting. Ms. Deb Ward made a motion to approve the 
minutes with the noted correction.  Mr. Chris Chernick seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor with no opposition and no abstentions.   

 
II. Welcome and Introductions –  

Ms. Barbara Ward welcomed everyone.  Introductions were made.   
 

III. Chair Report – 
No Report. 
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IV. Medicaid Changes and Public Funding: 
Discussion with guest attorney Lisa D. Taylor, Esq. 
Ms. Lisa D. Taylor, Esq. gave a presentation on Medicaid Changes and Public 
Funding. Ms. Taylor explained that after the Affordable Care Act became law in 2015 
there was a provision to expand Medicaid, making many people that were previously 
ineligible for Medicaid become eligible.  These changes have had a great impact on 
healthcare and healthcare providers. Ms. Taylor gave further information on the 
changes that are taking place and how they will affect publically funded contracts.   
Basically, any Medicaid reimbursable unit of service cannot be supplemented with 
public funding.  The MHSAAB will be working with staff and counsel to ensure that 
the 2016 Request For Application package is in compliance with Medicaid 
regulations.  
 

V. Subcommittee Reports 
Funding – Ms. Becker 
NewBridge Services requested a subgrant modification for the 2014 core mental 
health services subgrant.  The request to reallocate service units from outpatient to 
partial care will ensure that all fourth quarter funds will be spent and is aligned with 
new Medicaid regulations. There is no change in the amount of the subgrant award.   
Ms. Carol DeGraw made a motion to approve NewBridge Services request for a 
program modification moving more service units to partial care services and 
decreasing outpatient visits.  Mr. Gregg Benson seconded the motion. All were in 
favor with one abstention and no opposition.  Motion was carried. 
 
Funding – Ms. Jacobson 
St. Clare’s has submitted a subgrant modification request for 2015, due to the 
significant increase in the number of clients qualifying for Medicaid.  
o For 2015, St. Clare’s would like to focus more grant dollars on individual and 

relapse prevention groups, in addition to the Family Support and Education group 
that meets one evening a week for three hours.  

o They are also seeking funds to replace A/V equipment for group modalities and 
video materials, as well as print copies of AA pamphlets, etc.   

o In addition, they are asking for consideration of education/training reimbursement 
for staff – CEU’s for new Tx modalities related to addiction treatment. 

 
There was discussion about whether it would be allowable for the County to pay for 
the education of staff that provide Medicaid reimbursable services. Ms. Jacobson will 
check with Ms. Lisa Taylor Esq. to determine if this is allowable.   
 
Ms. DeGraw made a motion to approve the subgrant modification to modify the 
subgrant per Saint Clare’s request minus the $2,400 for education until Ms. Taylor 
notifies the MHSAAB if this is allowed. Mr. Benson seconded the motion. All were 
in favor with one abstention and no opposition.  Motion was carried. 
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There was concern expressed over whether Saint Clare’s will be able to spend down 
the rest of the 2015 Co-Occurring grant money since so many clients have become 
Medicaid eligible.  This will need to be addressed as the year progresses, and further 
re-allocation of funding may be necessary.   
 
Planning – No Report 

 
VI. Legislative/Advocacy – Ms. Becker 

The first meeting of the 2015 Consumer and Family Forum Planning Committee took 
place.  The hope is to have the Forum at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown 
during June. The theme will focus on creativity and recovery. The next planning 
meeting will be on March 13 at 3:00 p.m. here at 30 Schuyler Place. All are welcome to 
attend.   
 
County Steering Alliance Committee (CASS) – Mr. Nebesni 
The CASS met on February 10 and reviewed some of the Fiscal Year 2016 funding 
applications.  On March 2 they will meet again to review the remaining applications.  
Two new CASS members have been appointed.   
 
Mr. Nebesni has been working with some of the Alliances and assisting them with their 
applications. 

 
VII. State Liaison Report – Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

(DMHAS) Ms. Eileen Alexander - see attached Mental Health Board Notes 
For further information on DMHAS please see their website at  
www.state.nj.us/humanservices/divisions/dmhas/. 
 

VIII. Staff Reports 
Municipal Alliance Coordinator – Mr. Steve Nebesni 
Project Purple will be held at Morris Knolls High School.  It seems there is a lot of 
interest in the event.  They are hoping for a large turnout. 
 
“The Anonymous People” Screening will be held on Friday, March 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bow Tie Cinema 10 at 21 Sunset Strip in Roxbury Township.  There will be a 
free showing of this movie.  There will also be a panel discussion following the 
movie screening.  It is a feature documentary film about the over 23 million 
Americans living in long-term recovery from addiction to alcohol and other drugs.  
Fliers were passed out.  All are welcome to attend but RSVP is required.  Call 973-
625-1998 if you plan to attend.  
 
In May and June the county will once again hold the countywide “Parents Who Host 
Lose Most” campaign through the Municipal Alliances.  The Alliances are working 
with the Regional Coalition and the County on various initiatives and trying to come 
up with some new ideas.  They will be working with liquor stores/bars in establishing 
a 100% proofing campaign.  
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Addictions Services Administrator – Ms. Beth Jacobson 
On February 24 there will be a meeting of the Morris County Task Force on Opiates 
at the CARES center at Morris County Prevention is Key, 25 W. Main St. in 
Rockaway.  The focus of this meeting will be to discuss ongoing activities and 
develop action plans in the four workgroups. The agenda for the meeting was 
distributed.  
 
The 2015 Contract Award from DMHAS was received last week.  The Chapter 51 
subgrants are scheduled to be fully executed on March 11.  
 
Mental Health Administrator – Ms. Laurie Becker 
The Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) released its 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Involuntary Outpatient Commitment program 
(IOC) serving Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Sussex and Warren Counties.  Bidders 
may submit proposals that would provide for a program to serve one county or more  
counties.  A maximum of five awards will be made through this RFP and no more 
than $300,000 will be awarded per county.   

 
If any proposals are received for Morris County, Ms. Becker will have a MHSAAB 
subcommittee meet and review the proposals.  After review a letter of 
recommendation will be submitted to DMHAS. 

  
IX. Joint PAC Report – Linda Csengeto 

Community providers are scheduled to meet with Lauren Burd, Director of Special 
Transportation, to get an update on MAPS transportation and discuss Logisticare 
services.  
 
There was a presentation by Seabrook House which is opening a new rehab center at 
101 Madison Avenue in Morristown.  They don’t take Medicaid or Medicare. 
 
It was reported that NJ DHS has appointed Rutgers University Behavioral Health 
Care as the interim single point of entry to assist people with substance abuse 
disorders.  All addictions referrals will need to go to Rutgers.  Requests for mental 
health services will be phased in next. 
 
Community Hope has moved to 959 Rt. 46E, Suite 402, Parsippany, NJ. 
 
The Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital census is 549 with 106 from Morris County.  
The Continuing Evaluation Pending Placement (CEPP) count is 153 with 29 from 
Morris. 
 
The Department of Children and Families received $190,000 for a Fatherhood 
Engagement program.   
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X. New Business 
Mr. Benson stated that there have been several more articles on marijuana and the tax 
the government will be charging for this.  Mr. Benson suggested that the MHSAAB 
monitor this situation and perhaps weigh in on it. There have been many problems in 
Colorado and the use of edible marijuana.   
 

XI. Open to the Public 
Ms. Fox stated that she has a few questions for Ms. Taylor in regard to Medicaid.  
She wonders if the County can still fund services for self help services.  In the effort 
to save time Ms. Fox was asked to write down her questions, given to Ms. Taylor and 
she will provide a response at a later date.  
  
Ms. Fox reported that she has a friend who is a case manager who is concerned that 
with the State’s “decoupling” of housing from support services, some clients will 
refuse services since they no longer have to receive services in order to get housing 
subsidies. Ms. Alexander advised that individuals cannot be forced to accept services.   
 
Ms. Carpinteri stated that she hopes Ms. Taylor’s presentation and discussion on 
Medicaid was helpful.  There is a need to start laying a foundation for managed 
Medicaid and implications to local public funding. 

 
XII. Adjourn –  

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Patricia Mocarski 
Program Development Aide 
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