
MORRIS/ SUSSEX/ WARREN HIV/ AIDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE/EIRC 

MEETING MINUTES for February 17, 2015 

Meeting Location: Hope House, Dover, NJ 

Present: Lindsay Donald, Ray Suttles, Roger Franklin, Sr. Roberta Feil, Ed Barron, Alicia 
Weisbrot, Caroline Schenkman. 

Lindsay Donald called the meeting to order at 11:10 AM. A moment of silence was observed. 

Comprehensive Council/REC/ NJHPG Reports: 

Sister Roberta shared the following information: 

• For precertification/ evaluation, Needs Assessments have been approved. Needs 
Assessments are now going to Planning Council for approval.  

Ray Suttles added:  

• REC is working on finding a good way to use social media for the public, in order to 
better communicate with the public at large. 

Ed Barron reported: 

• When held this year (2015), World AIDS Day was poorly attended. 

Client Feedback: 

Lindsay Donald stated the following: 

• CPC to have a forum.  
• Police Academy will be used as a resource. An event will be tentatively held in 

May/June. The event will present opportunities for clients to get involved. Client 
feedback and feedback from this event will be passed back to this committee to 
Newark. 

Ray Suttles added: 

• There needs to be a “bridge” between this committee to other community groups 

Provider Involvement: 



• Instead of joining another meeting in Eric Johnson House, the representatives can come 
into the meeting and present on something (get scheduled meetings/ presentations in). 
If the representatives like the presentations, they can come to these regular meetings. 

Resource Directory: 

Lindsay Donald added: 

• The resource directory will not be done formally. Something similar to Yelp can be used 
instead, as prior attempts to create a resource directory have not been successful 
(indicating that it is not necessary). 

Meeting Minutes from January 20, 2015 were distributed. 

On Organization of Meeting Minutes: 

Lindsay Donald addressed the order of Meeting Minutes: 

• 3 goals were previously, clearly written and mentioned by Joann. She added there was a 
need to follow up on these goals.  

Sister Roberta added: 

• Meeting Minutes should be received right after meeting. She added that action steps 
(objectives directed at specific individuals) should be added at the end of Meeting 
Minutes. 

Ed Barron specified a way to generate action steps: 

• Identify: what the action is, who is responsible, what is going to be done. 

Sr. Roberta moved to accept the Meeting Minutes, Roger Franklin seconded with advised 
corrections. All voted in favor. 

Organizational Updates: 

Hope House: Sister Roberta reported that as of now, Alison Delcalza is set to return on 
February 26. Her return date could change. Sister Roberta reports that she is in the middle of 
creating retreat surveys. Hope House is in the process of deciding if these retreats will be just 
for clients or for family, friends, and clients. Hope House is figuring out if these retreats will be 
held on weekdays or weekends. Sister Roberta has not done a survey for the town meeting. She 
is doing outreach for HIV Education at the moment. Sister Roberta states that Hope House has 
hired a replacement for Cathy, Summer Brown; Brown worked in Patterson as a Case Manager. 
Sister Roberta reports that Hope House’s staff is now full and Victor is supervising housing. 



Sister Roberta added that the women’s support group meets on Tuesday from 2-3 PM. The 
men’s support group meets from 1-2 PM. 

NJAS: Ray Suttles stated that NJAS is planning on starting a women’s group at the end of the 
month and possibly a men’s group. The full group will continue, in addition to the separated 
groups. NJAS will be scheduling clients according to what support services they are coming for. 
Suttles is not clear yet on what days the women’s group will be meeting (the group will begin to 
meet at the end of the month). Suttles added that the general group meets Wednesdays at 12- 
1:30 PM.   

NJHPG: Ed Barron reported that back in September NJHPG did not have a good showing of 
representatives from Warren and Sussex County. Barron added that he was not thrilled with 
the separation of the gay community from the LGBTQ community during the advertising of past 
events (HIV is not a gay disease). He stated that meeting was originally made for providers. 
Barron asked if NJHPG can get any [extra] funding. NJHPG is meeting this Thursday, February 
19. Barron clarified that NJHPG is the NJ HIV Planning Group, comprised of the Department of 
Health, statewide. NJHPG reports to the Governance Committee, which reports to the 
Governor’s Office. NJHPG has 3 subcommittees, Deloris, and Dwight Peevey each head one. 
Right now NJGPG is focused on objectives pertaining to decriminalization and the board of 
education. Barron added that the group meets every 3rd Thursday of every month and every 
2nd Tuesday (at HSP3) of every month. Ed Barron requested that Loretta Dutton be notified of 
any issues concerning client medication payments, so that the Health Department can address 
those concerns. 

Morristown Medical Center: Alicia Weisbrot reported about the possibility of Dr. Elena 
Monchar staying at the Family Health Center for half days on Thursdays, with the possibility of 
staying every Thursday for full days in the future. Weisbrot added, the Family Health Center is 
beginning to see NJ Medicaid clients who are over income, and who have fallen into the gap. 
She stated that she knows of a few clients who are a few dollars over, who are being kicked out 
of Medicaid. Alicia inquired about an extension for Medicaid. Weisbrot also reported that the 
majority of Family Health Center’s clients are from Morris County, with the exception of a few 
outliers. Roger Franklin added a Hepatitis C rapid test, and Determine (a 4th generation HIV 
antigen wave test) are coming soon. Roger added that the Family Health Center is able to act as 
a point of care for individuals who test positive for Hepatitis C.  

Zufall: Lindsay Donald states that Zufall has experienced a linear increase in clients (after 
opening a new clinic in West Orange) and is not sure when this growth will plateau. Donald 
states that Zufall has hired a Linkage to Care Coordinator and that she is currently in training. 
The new coordinator will be present at the next meeting. Lindsay stated that Zufall is trying to 
collaborate their efforts better with other organizations. Zufall has no Medicaid issues to 



report. McDonald reports that Zufall cannot get any clients into Hepatitis C trials and stated her 
concern about the upcoming unveiling of the rapid Hepatitis C test. 

On Hepatitis C drug: Harvine 

Ed Barron briefly stated: 

• Harvine by Gilliad is the latest Hepatitis C treatment. It costs $3000 for a 30 day supply. 
Medicaid and Medicare cover it, with a $5 copay. This is a good option for people 
without insurance.  

• Medicaid and ADAP cover the drug.  
• There is a pharmacy in Patterson that received a grant to help cover the cost of Harvine 

for clients.  

Client Surveys and Organized Community Meeting: 

Lindsay indicated: 

• Clients should be surveyed prior to this community forum style meeting. The next 
step would be to book a place. Lindsay stated she would finish the “Town Hall” 
surveys by next Friday.  

• This forum will present opportunities for clients to get involved. She expressed 
interest in having a targeted Q and A session after presentations were given by a 
thoughtfully selected pool of professionals (focused on speaking on topics, the 
clients had deemed as of importance). 

• This forum is to be organized, possibly 2 hours in duration, with 15 minutes in the 
beginning designated to socializing and 15 minutes at the end for socializing. 

Ed Barron added: 

• The name of this presentation will be very important and should be well thought 
out, as it will impact directly on who attends the event. 

Sister Roberta stated: 

• There should be a presentation on PrEP.  
• There should be food provided at this event. It may be beneficial to have a drug/ 

pharmaceutical (Gilliad/ Walgreens) representative as a speaker, as they would 
be able to provide food, as well as share with clients, information information 
directly related to HIV. 

 



Ideas for Provider Involvement in EIRC: 

Ray Suttles recommended: 

• Sue Calcara as a candidate to present in this forum. 

Lindsay McDonald wanted: 

• More mental health care provider representation, possibly someone 
from the Wellness and Recovery Center. 

Roger Franklin suggested: 

• Someone from the sexual assault team for the county be in this forum 
presenting 

Caroline Schenkman added: 

• A parole officer from town hall maybe a good option. She also 
recommended Marc Marowitz, a crimestopper commissioner and former 
Morris County Sheriff. 

Lindsay McDonald motioned to close meeting. Everyone in agreement. Meeting adjourned. 
Next meeting April 21st. There may be a March meeting before that. 

Steps: 

• Lindsay McDonald is to finish surveys by this Friday (02/27). 
• Everyone is to work on client surveys with a minimum of 10 chosen 

clients. Bring surveys to March meeting. 
• Everyone is to come to the table one contact they will ask to present at 

an upcoming EIRC meeting. Bring contact to March meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


