
 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township 
  

Minutes, ACADV Meeting, February 5, 2015 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Clark 
Bernard Hayet 
Robert Hughes 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Jean Perlman 
Kathy Siegrist 
Emil Simonetti 
Michael Vaillancourt 
Louis Valori 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Ophelia Cruse  
Theresa Davis 
Charles Jurgensen 
Pat Petrillo 
Pat Zakrzeski 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:07 P.M. by Co-Chairperson Richard Nyquist.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the November 13, 2014 meeting.                                     
 
Chairperson’s Report 
Rich Nyquist reviewed the member packet and explained the regulations and procedures for all 
ACADV members. 
 
Staff Reports:  
 Director’s Report – Theresa Davis 
 2015 updates 

• May is Older American’s Month.  This year the theme will be “Getting into the Act”. The 
Older Americans Act has not been reauthorized since 2010, and we are hoping it will be 
approved soon. The Senate Committee approved the OAA which cleared the way for it to 
go to Congress and hopefully be approved.  

• The Federal Budget includes these increase requests for the fiscal year 2016: 
11% for lllB services 

           9% for Home delivered meals 
           4.5% for Congregate meals  
 

• New Jersey PAAD eligibility for 2015 will be $26,575 or less for single and $32,582 or 
less for a married couple, and the eligibility for Senior Gold Prescription discount 
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program is $10,000 above PAAD limits. Applications are available on the State of New 
Jersey website. 

• Medicare can pay a monthly fee of $20 per patient to primary care physicians for seniors 
and disabled patients to better coordinate their care via phone conversations with 
patients. 

  
Office Reports: see attached  
ADRC- Tammi Brown   
Adult Services- Charles Jurgensen 
Nutrition-Ophelia Cruse 
Veterans- Charles Jurgensen 
ACADV-Tammi Brown 
Senior, Disabled Providers’ Group- Theresa Davis 
Staff members read the annual report related to their area. 
 
Committee Reports:   
Community Relations – Kathy Siegrist 
The Committee met on December 11, 2014 and decided that information on Home Energy 
Assistance Program should be shared with the public, by distributing flyers at Nutrition 
congregate sites, senior housing, and veteran’s offices. 
 
Legislative Review – Robert Hughes 
The Legislative Review Committee met on December 18, 2014 
The members reviewed the following bills:    

• Assembly Bill No. 126 - Provides or voluntary contributions by taxpayers on gross 
     income tax returns for Northern New Jersey Veterans Memorial Cemetery.  
• Assembly Bill No. 1075 - Permits conversion of life insurance policies to pay for Medicaid 

long-term care. 
• Assembly Bill No. 3848- Provides civil service preference to military service members 

who did not serve in theater of operation but received campaign or expedition medals. 
The members would like the endorsement on these bills. 
Legislative Review made a motion to pass the approved legislation. Motion made for second 
approval. Legislation approved. 

 
Planning & Program Review – Tom Pappas 
The subcommittee met on January 8, 2015 and discussed the 2015 Survey of Priorities Needs. 
It was approved by the committee, and as a result copies will be made and distributed to the 
providers, care managers, and nutrition sites to be distributed to the consumers for their input. 
  
MCCoOPO- Richard Nyquist 

• For our January 16th meeting, Hope House gave a presentation about their programs 
offered to residents of the community.  

• Operation Fix-it performs home and safety assessments as well as minor repairs such as 
plumbing, carpentry, masonry, electrical and weatherization. 

• Chore Services provides light housekeeping and chores for seniors and persons with 
disabilities.   

• Hope Connection is a pendant with 24/7 two way voice connection for emergency 
situations.  

 
 

2 



 
 
Announcement-  

• Michael Vaillancourt announced that all veterans may register at any VA Clinic to obtain 
a VA Choice Card, which will allow them to get medical care sooner and closer to their 
residence at regular physician’s offices, with no cost to them. 

                                             
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 12:58 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on April 9, 2015.     
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