
 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

                                 340 West Hanover Avenue, Ground Floor, Morris Township  
                                              Minutes, ACADV Meeting, November 13, 2014 
  
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Pat Giannetti 
Peter Gimbel 
Bernard Hayet 
Robert Hughes 
Joseph Leal 
Marc Molde 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Vincent Schindel 
Sheila Shuford 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Lauren Burd 
Lucy Cannizzo 
Jennifer Carpinteri 
Ophelia Cruse  
Theresa Davis 
Charles Jurgensen 
Patricia Petrillo 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Guests 
Lori Adams 
Quadir Zamdin (assistant) 
Emil Simonetti 
 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 P.M. by Co-Chairperson Richard Nyquist.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the September 13, 2014 meeting.   
                                   
Public Comment:  

• AARP on-line Driver course : In November, Veterans can apply for a 50% discount on the 
AARP driving course 

• A question was raised in regards to the status of the Form letter that is to be used when 
legislative issues arise. The Form letter is being prepared.  
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Chairperson’s Report- 
The nominating committee met on October 16, 2014 and is proposing the following members for 
chairperson and co-chairperson for 2015. 
Chairperson: Charles Collins 
Co-Chairperson: Richard Nyquist 
Motion made to approve the nominations. 
Nominations approved. 
 
Department – Jennifer Carpinteri 
Gave an introduction to the committee. Ms. Carpinteri assumed the role of Department Head of 
Human Services, officially, effective October 1, 2014. She has been in the Human Services 
Department for over 12 years in different capacity within the county. Jennifer stated that she can 
always be reached with any questions or concerns.  
       
Director-Theresa Davis 

• October- the Alzheimer’s Counsel for Caregiver’s Conference was held. 
• October- Participated in an Office of Emergency Management Drill. It consisted of a 

simulation of radiologic atomic bombs. 
• November- Morris County held the Annual Craft Fair. 
• November through December 7 is open enrollment for Medicare part D. Check and see 

which plan meets your needs. 
• In 2015, there will be a 1.7% Social Security COLA increase. 
• Attended the MLTSS (Managed Long Term Care Services and Supports) Forum held in 

the Northern Regional area. The state acknowledges that issues need to be addressed.  
• The 2015 ACADV meetings will he held in the Human Service Building, 340 West 

Hanover Ave., Ground Floor, Large Conference Room.  
 
MAPS Director- Lauren Burd 

• Reported on the grant received that is making transportation available to VA hospitals in 
Lyons, Basking Ridge and East Orange 

• People needing MAPS rides can register on-line and rides can be coordinated as needed 
• September- 67 trips were provided to the VA hospital and 107 in October. 

 
Office Reports: 
Veterans- Charles Jurgensen 
The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in September and October 2014  

• Number of clients assisted:  122 
• Information supplied:    344          

A Medal Ceremony was held at the Freeholder Meeting on November 12, 2014 and eight 
veterans were honored. 
 
Nutrition – Ophelia Cruse 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
September: 
          Congregate Meals             9,693                                                   
          Home Delivered Meals                            24,605 
          Weekend Meals                                      1,600                                                         
           Total                                35,898                                                          
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October: 
          Congregate Meals               10,724                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                         27,398 
          Weekend Meals                                   1,600     
          Total                                         39,722 
 
The Nutrition Project was monitored by the State on November 5th. The Nutrition Project has 
placed orders for shelf stable meals for winter months to be delivered in two shipments, 
November and December. 
 
ADRC- Lucy Cannizzo 
Information & Assistance and case management phone calls for September and October totaled 
720 calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 

• September – 349 
• October- 371 

 
Committee Reports:   
Legislative Review – Robert Hughes 
The Legislative Review Committee met on October 22, 2014 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  
 

• Assembly, No. 239 – Exempts individuals with certain types of military service from 
certain professional and occupational fees and continuing education requirements. 

• Assembly No. 733 – Permits certain portion of municipal development trust funds to be 
spent on housing affordability assistance 

• Assembly No. 755 – Increases personal needs allowance to $55 for low income persons 
residing in certain facilities. 

• Assembly No. 3589 – Prohibits adoption of new rules exceeding federal standards unless 
specifically authorized by State law or necessary to protect public health, safety, or 
welfare. 

• Assembly Resolution No. 181 – Memorializes New Jersey Supreme Court to include 
certain work by attorneys assisting veterans as pro bono. 

• Senate No. 2508 – Authorizes certain county veteran identification cards to serve as 
proof of status for veteran designation on driver’s license or identification card. 

 
ACT (Advisory Councils Together) meeting will be held on November 25th, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
ground floor conference room of the Human Services Building. 
The members would like the endorsement on these bills. 
Legislative Review made a motion to pass the approved legislation. Motion for second approval. 
Legislation approved. 
 
Planning & Program Review – Sheila Shuford 
The subcommittee met on October 16, 2014 and discussed what tool the County should use in 
determining the priorities for 2015. A survey was recommended and it should include a question 
on the age group of the participant because that will determine which age group needs more 
services. Also recommended is to include a question which services you find beneficial to your 
needs.  
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Community Relations – Tammi Brown 

• The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, October 16, 2014 to discuss 
ACADV issues/concerns which should be shared with the public.   

• The Committee agreed that information about the Craft Fair should be shared with the 
public. 

• Flyers on the Craft Fair have been distributed to Nutrition Congregate sites, Senior 
Housing facilities and Veterans offices. 

 
MCCoOPO- Richard Nyquist 

• In September a representative from Compassionate Care Hospice spoke of their care for 
the terminally ill patients. They are Medicare and Medicaid certified.  

• In October a representative from NJ 211 spoke on the services they provide. It offers one 
call access to health, human services and governmental programs and preparedness 
information 24/7 365 days a year. 

 
Providers- Theresa Davis 

• Push To Walk is a Now Division of Developmental Disabilities Provider (DDD). 
• Visiting Nurse association (VNA) has a S.H.I.P (State Health Insurance Assistance) site. 
• Cornerstone Family Programs has openings in the Adult Day Care.  
• Interfaith Food Pantry (IFP) is preparing the Thanksgiving food baskets for donation. 

 
Disability Community Report- Peter Gimbel 

• The annual meeting was held on November 19, 2014 at The Trinity House, 
Hackettstown, N.J.   

 
HSAC- Tom Pappas 

• The Morris County Organization for Hispanic Affairs (MCOHA) is accepting new 
applications, effective November 1, 2014, for the Home Energy Assistance Program.  

•  5,000 clients were served last year and 6,000 clients are anticipated this year.  
• MCOHA has a Center for Citizenship and Legal Immigration.  The Center provides 

affordable Legal Services.  All cases are represented by a full time experienced attorney. 
 
New Business-  
           Sheila Shuford 

• Handed out brochures on Hearing Loss 
           Joel Leal 

• Would like approval for the Veterans Director of The Vision Program at Lyons VA 
Hospital to speak to the committee at a future ACADV meeting. Motion approved by the 
committee. Date to be determined.  

   
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 1:46 p.m. The next 
meeting to be announced.    
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