
 MORRIS COUNTY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

Morris View Healthcare Center, Board Room 
540  West Hanover Avenue, Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950  

Minutes, ACADV Meeting, September 11, 2014 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Clark  
Charles Collins 
Pat Giannetti 
Robert Hughes 
Joseph Leal 
Richard Nyquist 
Tom Pappas 
Stephen Roman 
Vincent Schindel 
Kathy Siegrist 
Sheila Shuford 
Louis Valori 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tammi Brown 
Lucy Cannizzo 
Ophelia Cruse  
Theresa Davis 
Patricia Dumpert 
Charles Jurgensen 
Patricia Petrillo 
Patricia Zakrzeski 
 
Guests 
Lori Adams 
Jeanette Pearlman 
Suyen Segura 
Emil Simonetti 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:10 P.M. by Chairperson Charles Collins.  
A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of 9-11-2001. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the June 5, 2014 meeting.                                     
 
Chairperson’s Report- Advisory Council members are needed for the Nominating Committee 
to nominate a slate of officers for the 2015 Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.   
Anyone interested in serving on the Nominating Committee can contact Lucy Cannizzo. 

• Three members volunteered their services. 
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Public Comment-  

• An organization, known as, The Alonso Strong Organization, is accepting donations. It is 
a fundraising effort for a local veteran, Marine Sergeant Aaron Alonso, who returned from 
Afghanistan injured. You may send your donations to:  Alonso Strong Benefit, Inc., 141 
East Shawnee Trail, Wharton, N.J. 07885  

• Comment made on the Homestead School Property Tax Reimbursement Act being 
defeated. Statement was made on how New Jersey Lawmakers should help seniors 
remain in their homes and receive a discount on certain situations that would result in 
living a comfortable and respectable life. 

• It was recommended that members can write to the legislators- when writing a letter, it is 
recommended to start the letter by stating: “I am a senior” or “I am an individual with 
disabilities” and the letter will more likely be read.    

A motion was passed by the board to write up a form letter to be sent to the ACADV 
members for their use.  

 
Staff Reports:  
Director-Theresa Davis 

• Jennifer Carpinteri is the new Department Head of Human Services. 
• Sept. 19, 2014-County College Celebrating Seniors.  
• October 11, 2014-The Alzheimer’s Association, along with The Caregivers Coalition is 

holding session on Caregiver Emergency Preparedness, being held at The Human 
Services Building, 340 West Hanover Ave.   

• Nov 8, 2014-Craft Fair at Morris View Healthcare Center 
• Medicare Part D enrollment is Oct. 15 through Dec. 7th.  
• Beware of hospital fees. Less than a five day stay in the hospital, you may be responsible 

for the billing, if you are only there for observation. You need to be admitted, than you will 
be covered under your hospital insurance or medicare. 

 
Office Reports: 
ADRC- Lucy Cannizzo  
Information & Assistance and case management phone calls for June, July and August, totaled 
935 calls.  Monthly calls listed below: 

• June: 217 
• July: 360 
• August: 358 

 
Nutrition-Ophelia Cruse 
The Nutrition Project provided the following number of meals: 
 
June: 
          Congregate Meals      10,242                                                   
          Home Delivered Meals                     25,873 
          Weekend Meals                                1,800                                                          
          Total               37,915                                                          
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July: 
          Congregate Meals           10,250                                         
          Home Delivered Meals                     26,796 
          Weekend Meals                               1,600     
          Total                               38,646 
August: 
 Congregate Meals     9,934 
 Home Delivered Meals    25,678 
 Weekend Meals     2,000 
Total                       37,612 
This summer the Nutrition Project sites had summer picnics for their members.  
 
Denville                  June 13     Denville Site 
Chatham/Madison         June 23               Madison Site 
Morristown        June 24     Morristown Site 
Butler         July 10     Butler Site 
Morris Mews        August 7     Morris Mews Site 
Roxbury                  August 8     Horseshoe Lake 
Jefferson        August 21    Jefferson Site 
Montville                  August 21    Montville Site 
Mt. Olive/Chester       August 22    Mt. Olive Site 
 
The Nutrition Project has been going to senior buildings giving out Farmers’ Market vouchers for 
seniors to use at the numerous farmers’ market locations throughout the county. 
 
Veterans- Charles Jurgensen 
The Veteran’s Service Office provided the following assistance in June, July and August 2014  

• Number of clients assisted:  182 
• Information supplied:    338 

 
Committee Reports:   
Legislative Review – Robert Hughes 
The Legislative Review Committee met on August 7, 2014 
The members reviewed the following bills and recommend the endorsement of the ACADV:  

• Assembly, No. 734 – Makes annual compensation paid to surviving spouses of certain 
blind or disabled veterans payable from date of veteran’s death. 

• Assembly, No. 1170 – “Homestead School Property Tax Reimbursement Act”; provides 
State reimbursement for 50% of school property taxes paid by seniors, 65 and older. 

• Senate, 1353 – Excludes from gross income under the gross income tax certain United 
States military compensation paid to members of units of the NJ National Guard and 
reserve components of the United States Armed Forces. 

• Assembly, No. 2296 – Makes disabled persons receiving disability payments pursuant to 
federal Railroad Retirement Act eligible to receive homestead property tax 
reimbursement. 

The members would like the endorsement on these bills. 
The members voted and approved the bills.   
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 Planning & Program Review – Sheila Shuford and Theresa Davis 
The Planning/Program Review members met on August 12, 2014 to discuss and approve the 
renewal applications for 2015 Grant-In-Aid and Older Americans Act and the new applications 
for the Peer Grouping Funding.   
 
*Results: 
Older Americans Act Funding Stream passed by the board. 
Grant-In-Aid Funding Stream passed by the board. 
Peer Grouping Funding Stream- There was a remaining balance of $32,536 that needed to be 
distributed to an agency or agencies. It was decided that The Rose House would receive the 
requested amount of $30,000 and the balance of $2,536 will be allocated to The Interfaith Food 
Pantry. Motion made and passed by the board. 
Discussion and approval: 
 
Presented to the Review Committee: 
 

Program Review Meeting: 
 

Proposals: 
1. Budget Modification requested by Cornerstone Family Programs: 2014 

 
Senior Care Management:                 
contract:           Service                  original 2015            revised requested                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                       
OAA:             I & A                                clients-75                    150 
                     Benefit Screening                       15            25 
                     Extended Assessment                20                    25 
                     Care Management                      63                    125 
 
PG:               I & A                                           78                    125 
                     Benefit Screening                       15           22 
                     Extended Screening                   8                     18 
                    Care Management                      59                    85 
GIA:             Care Management                       6                     12 
 
The agency was requesting fewer clients so they would be able to spend more time on helping 
them. When questioned, for what reason and why, the agency was not able to justify the 
request. Therefore, they responded by withdrawing their request and keeping the number of 
clients the same as 2014.  
 

2. HOPE HOUSE:  Budget Modification:  2014 
 
CHORE Program: Light housekeeping 
OAA- TITLE IIIB:  
 Agency wants to decrease the LOS from 1602 units to 602, therefore, lowering the amount of 
the grant from $41,360 to $15,382.  
 $41,360 
-$15, 382 
$25,978 
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PG: Decrease the LOS from 1837 to 1200, lowering the amount of the grant from  
$62,586 to $40,681.  
  
 $62,586 
-$40,681 
$21,905 
 

• Leaving a balance of $47,883 to be distributed to an agency in need. 
• The reason is due to program adjustments in staffing and improving the capacity to serve 

the demand. 
• Anticipating that the program will reach the normal LOS in 2015. 

 
   Motion made and approved by the board to distribute the money. 
 
Community Relations – Tammi Brown 
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, July 17, 2014 to discuss ACADV 
issues/concerns which should be shared with the public.  
The Committee agreed the information that the Wellness Program at DAWN should be shared 
with the public. 
Flyers on the Wellness Program have been distributed to Nutrition Congregate sites, Senior 
Housing facilities and Veterans offices. 
 
MCCoOPO- Richard Nyquist 

• June- Speaker from the New Jersey Battered Women’s Services spoke about the 
assistance they provide to families and spouses of the abusers. 

• July- Speaker from Isogenix spoke about the care one should use in selecting our daily 
intake of food and water due to the residual chemicals found in them. 

• August- Speaker from NORWESCAP spoke on the many volunteer opportunities that are 
available and ask for volunteers. 

• October- MCCoOPO will host a luncheon/dance for Morris County residents at Zeris 
Denville.  

Providers- Theresa Davis 
The Providers met in August and discussed how the HMO’s are providing home delivered meals 
to the clients. They are delivering a week’s supply of meals to the seniors and they have to load 
and unpack their own meals. It appears to be an unhealthy situation. The state is aware of it and 
will address the situation. 
HSAC-Tom Pappas 

• The Municipal Alliance Coordinator reported that they are publicizing a new campaign 
from the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, which highlights the use of 
prescription drugs and heroin addiction. For further information, contact: 
www.knowaddiction.nj.gov. 

• The department of Human Services along with The Prosecutors Office and MC 
Prevention is forming The Opiate Awareness Task Force. 

• The Aging In/Out Task Force is planning to address youth homelessness. 
  Announcement – Theresa Davis  

• Veterans Medal ceremony will be held on November 12th at the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders meeting at 7pm.                              

 
Adjournment – A motion was made and passed to adjourn the meeting at 1:46 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on November 13, 2014.    

5 

http://www.knowaddiction.nj.gov/

